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The mission of the Milwaukee County District Attorney’s Office is to protect public
safety while respecting our citizens’ civil liberties. We do not criminally prosecute
people for exercising their right to peacefully protest. On those rare occasions during
or tangential to a peaceful demonstration that individuals have engaged in criminal
conduct that harms other people, we have an obligation to make sure that the victim
is afforded the constitutional right to be heard and have the matter fairly investigated.

Some individuals involved in demonstrations received non-criminal citations, mostly
from the Milwaukee Police Department. Those citations issued by the Milwaukee
Police Department are being reviewed by the Milwaukee City Attorney’s Office.
City Attorney Tearman Spencer has publicly indicated that each citation issued by
the Milwaukee Police Department will be carefully examined by the attorneys in the
Milwaukee City Attorney’s Office. Any citations issued by the Milwaukee County
Sheriff’s Office would be reviewed by the Milwaukee County District Attorney’s
Office, which will also closely scrutinize each citation. To date, our office has
received no such referrals.

The Milwaukee County District Attorney’s Office has criminally charged
approximately forty individuals with crimes committed during the demonstrations.
Most of these charges are related to the looting, theft and property damage caused to
businesses in Milwaukee. A small number of charges relate to individuals recklessly
using vehicles to endanger other people. While criminal charges have been initiated
in these matters, most of the individuals charged are not in custody, are still being
notified of the charges and have yet to make an initial appearance in court.
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