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A Gift to the Community: Hales Corners Public Library receives $100,000 
bequest toward installing an elevator at the Library 
 
Hales Corners, Wis., February 5, 2021 – The Hales Corners Public Library has announced that 
the local Wright Family has made a $100,000 bequest to the Hales Corners Library. The 
donation has been placed with the Greater Milwaukee Foundation under the Wright Family 
Hales Corners Library Fund. 
 
The donation is intended to contribute to the installation of an elevator at the Library, as part of a 
long-planned renovation and expansion. The donation comes from the estates of Bill and 
Charlene Wright, and their son Bill Wright Jr. The Wright Family members were longtime Hales 
Corners residents and over the years used the Library for education, community outreach, and 
relaxation. 
 
Bill Wright Sr. served on the Library Board of Trustees from November 2008 to February 2016. 
His son, Bill Jr., who was in a wheelchair most of his life, provided guidance for several years to 
the Library Board to help make the Library more accessible to visitors. Charlene Wright was an 
employee of the Village of Hales Corners and a member of numerous village-based 
organizations. 
 
“We are humbled and honored that the Wright Family thought of the Hales Corners Library for 
this donation,” said Library Director Patricia Laughlin.  
 
Laughlin added, “The Library has long needed an elevator to provide easy access between the 
Library on the upper level and the community meeting room on the lower level. The elevator 
will be a key feature in the Library's future planning.” 
 
"The Library Board is grateful for this generous and extraordinary gift to our Library and 
community.” Said MaryAnn Lindberg, President of the Hales Corners Library Board of Trustees. 
“This tribute to Bill and Charlene and their son Bill Jr. is fitting as it will improve a building that 
serves the needs of our community by housing the Library, the Health Department, the Hales 
Corners Historical Society and the Ben Hunt Community Room, which is used by many 
organizations and groups as a meeting space."  
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Though much more work and fund raising will be needed, the Library has been exploring an 
expansion and renovation for many years as the present building, completed in 1984, contains 
aging and in part obsolete mechanical systems. A consultant was hired and completed a facilities 
study in January 2018.  
 
Hales Corners Library Expansion – Newspaper article links: 
10-18-2017: 
https://www.jsonline.com/story/communities/southwest/news/hales-
corners/2017/10/12/consultant-recommends-50-expansion-hales-corners-library/724470001/ 
 
11-29-2017: 
https://www.jsonline.com/story/communities/southwest/news/hales-corners/2017/11/17/pleas-
heard-make-space-seniors-future-hales-corners-library-expansion/874054001/ 
 
11-7-2018: 
https://www.jsonline.com/story/communities/southwest/news/hales-corners/2018/11/07/bigger-
hales-corners-library-could/1859647002/ 
 
About the Hales Corners Public Library 
The Hales Corners Public Library is a member of the Milwaukee County Federated Library 
System. The Library is a popular destination in the Village of Hales Corners, population 7,567. 
In 2019, the Library had 69,103 visitors and checked out 117,181 physical items. The Hales 
Corners Library welcomes everyone to a space dedicated to the power of knowledge and 
technology, the world of culture, and the joy of reading by providing excellence in Library 
services, resources, and programs. 
 
More information is available at https://halescornerslibrary.org/. 
 
About the Greater Milwaukee Foundation 
The Greater Milwaukee Foundation is Wisconsin’s largest community foundation and was 
among the first established in the world. For more than a century, the Foundation has inspired 
philanthropy by connecting generous people to community needs that align with their interests. 
The Foundation was founded on the premise that generosity can unlock an individual’s potential 
and strengthen the community as a whole for everyone who lives here. We work in partnership 
with those who are committed to ensuring greater Milwaukee is a vibrant, economically thriving 
region that comprises welcoming and inclusive communities providing opportunity, prosperity 
and a high quality of life for all. Learn more at greatermilwaukeefoundation.org. 
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