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Board Adopts Chairwoman Nicholson-Bovell Resolution 

Establishing Joint City-County Food Access Taskforce 
Following groundbreaking legislation declaring Food Apartheid a Public Health Emergency in Milwaukee County 

MILWAUKEE — The Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors today unanimously adopted legislation authored by 

Chairwoman Marcelia Nicholson-Bovell establishing a Milwaukee City-County Joint Taskforce to Address the 

Food Access Crisis. 

The resolution comes as families across Milwaukee County continue facing growing barriers to accessing 

affordable, nutritious food following the closure of multiple full-service grocery stores in predominantly Black  

The joint City-County task force would bring together local government, community organizations, youth 

leaders, labor, researchers, small business owners, and food justice advocates to develop actionable 

recommendations to improve food access across jurisdictions.   

Chairwoman Nicholson-Bovell thanked her colleagues for recognizing the seriousness of the issue and 

supporting a collaborative, long-term approach to addressing food insecurity and food access disparities. 

“Food access is a growing crisis affecting families across Milwaukee County,” said Chairwoman Nicholson-

Bovell. “I appreciate my colleagues for standing with me on this issue and for supporting a coordinated 

response to meet this moment. There are already community organizations, residents, growers, and 

advocates doing important work every day to address these challenges. This task force is about bringing 

partners together, aligning resources, improving coordination across governments, and helping ensure we 

are building sustainable, community-driven solutions that can better support residents for the long term.”  

The legislation also encourages Milwaukee County departments to prioritize support for community-led and 

locally owned grocery stores in underserved neighborhoods through the County’s Building Bridges grant 

program.  

  
Today’s action builds on landmark legislation authored by Chairwoman Nicholson-Bovell with Metcalfe 

Community Bridges and adopted in November 2025, which declared food apartheid a public health emergency 

after multiple full-service grocery store closures in the Metcalfe Park Neighborhood. 

“Access to healthy, affordable food should not depend on a person’s zip code,” Nicholson-Bovell said. “This 

work is about building healthier neighborhoods, supporting community-based solutions, and making sure 

families have reliable access to the resources they need to thrive.” 

The City of Milwaukee is expected to introduce a companion resolution in the coming weeks, reflecting 

recognition of the urgency of this crisis across local government. 

 

### 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmilwaukeecounty.legistar.com%2FLegislationDetail.aspx%3FID%3D8032861%26GUID%3D4D142C09-483C-4231-8710-52F4F7BAB56A%26Options%3DID%257CText%257C%26Search%3D26-453%2527&data=05%7C02%7CErin.Caffrey%40milwaukeecountywi.gov%7Cc831ed21f9a644ca821f08deb78e457b%7Cab0c01f619e54e299dab4d03f82b6495%7C0%7C0%7C639150018863405207%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UOd70VwCqe23m0Qbrztx74hvC40OKGxC7DHEWR3QixU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmilwaukeecounty.legistar.com%2FLegislationDetail.aspx%3FID%3D7724600%26GUID%3D253C3554-4514-4D1D-9CEC-59F54A6D9111%26Options%3DText%257C%26Search%3Dfood%2Bapartheid&data=05%7C02%7CErin.Caffrey%40milwaukeecountywi.gov%7Cc831ed21f9a644ca821f08deb78e457b%7Cab0c01f619e54e299dab4d03f82b6495%7C0%7C0%7C639150018863375991%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Zr%2FYofCsfzZtwB8zZkWW1WvCbEhyM6iWXyEVaHx1wx4%3D&reserved=0

