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OPD OFFICE IS CLOSED UNTIL
FURTHER NOTICE!

Due to COVID-19 precautions, the
Milwaukee County Office for
Persons with Disabilities (OPD)
office in the Milwaukee County
Courthouse (901 N. 9th Street,
Milwaukee) is CLOSED until further
notice. PLEASE NOTE: The OPD staff are working
remotely and can be reached using the same phone
numbers and email addresses as always. The
mailing address remains the same.

SLICE OF ICE!

@CountyParks

Red Arrow Park

920 N. Water St, Milwaukee
414-289-8791

NEW for the 2021 Season:
Reserve Your Timeslot!
Reserve your 60-minute
timeslot online for up to eight
people, grab your skates and mask, and head to Red
Arrow Park! Downtown Milwaukee's outdoor ice rink is
free to use when you bring your own skates. Affordable
skate rentals are also available! The Slice of Ice Season
runs from December to March.

Skate for FREE when you bring
your own skates - weather and conditions
permitting!

Ice Sled Rental: FREE upon request - limited
supply! Reserve at least24 hours in advance by
calling 414-289-8791.

Skate Rental: sizes range from toddler size 8, to
women's size 11 and men's size 14

Age 18 & Up: $9

Age 17 & Under: $7

Sharpening: $6

The Ability Center's RampUp MKE program provides
year round recreational fun for people with disabilities.
The Ice Sleds were made possible by the generous
donation from the Ability Center. We would love to see
pictures or videos of visitors enjoying the ice skating
sleds; please share via email to cay@tacwi.org.

ICE FISHING IN THE PARKS!
@CountyParks

Challenging ice-fishing opportunities
await you in the following park lagoons
when weather conditions permit. Ice on
lagoons must be 6 inches thick in
order to be open for ice fishing. Pay
attention to "Thin Ice" signs posted
at the lagoons.

Brown Deer, 7835 N. Green Bay Rd. **
Greenfield, 2028 S. 124 St.

Humboldt, 3000 S. Howell Ave. **
Kosciuszko, 2201 S 7th St.

McCarty, 2567 S. 79 St. **

McGovern, 5400 N. 51 St.

Scout Lake, 5902 W. Loomis Rd.
Washington, 1859 N. 40 St.

Wilson, 1601 W. Howard Ave.

** Do not fish in areas designated for skating

WEHR NATURE CENTER
@WehrNature - 1

SPARK! "Nature in a Box"
home kits are inspiring nature
connections, even in COVID
times.

At Wehr Nature Center, we
believe that everyone deserves
access to nature. During these
challenging times, we need nature more than ever.
People experiencing memory loss, and their care
partners, are no exception.

With SPARK! participants health and safety a priority, we
developed a way to bring nature to them during COVID
times. Our "Nature in a Box" home kits have been a hit
with our participants. Each month, the program kits have
highlighted the best of the season with themes like,
"Fruits of Fall", "Turkey, deer, fungi...oh my!" and "Winter
Solstice". These kits have been lovingly developed and
crafted by naturalists and volunteers dedicated to the
success of this unique program. The themed kits guide
participants on a hands-on, multi-sensory, engaging
nature experience utilizing music, art, poetry, and humor.
Nature activities, photos and facts provide an
educational component that connects participants to the
natural world outside their window.

We look forward to the day when we can begin small
group on-site programming with our SPARK!
participants. But until then, we will continue delivery of
our monthly "Nature in a Box" home kits that spark
meaningful moments for participants and their care
partners.

"Spark! has given my dad and | a new way to
connect with each that allows me to share my
passion for the natural world. Our smiles and


https://web2.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/wimilwaukeectywt.wsc/search.html?module=TP&type=RASkatingReservation
https://tacwi.org/programs/#ramp-up
mailto:cay@tacwi.org
https://twitter.com/CountyParks

conversations as we engage with the materials bring
both of us joy."

Adult daughter and care partner of SPARK! Participant

If you are interested in learning more about our SPARK!
program, please contact SPARK! coordinator, Jennifer
Rutten at
mailto:jennifer.rutten@milwaukeecountywi.gov.?subject=
SPARK HNN Inquiry-
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LIFE NAVIGATORS COFFEE
CONNECTIONS

Date & Time:
Tuesday, January 12, 2021
10:00 a.m. —12:00 p.m.

Join us for a Futures Planning Roundtable

Are you a parent or family member of an adult with a
developmental disability and looking for connections to
other caregivers in the community?

This monthly group will offer peer support for caregivers
age 60 or older and explore topics related to futures
planning and long-term care options.

Location:
This month’s meeting will take place virtually through a
Zoom video conference call.

RSVP: To learn more information and to RSVP, call
Emily at 414-774-6255 or email her at
emily@lifenavigators.org.

A Goodwill

GOODWILL DAY SERVICES VIRTUAL
PROGRAM
@AmazingGoodwill

Explore Good Days with Good Friends

Goodwill Day Services Virtual Program supports adults
with physical disabilities, intellectual/developmental
disabilities, brain injuries and mental health concerns.

Goodwill Day Services has been serving Milwaukee
County residents for over 30 years and is recognized as
a leader in providing innovated and person-centered
programming to those with disabilities.

Here’'s What You Can Expect

1:8 staffing ratio

Flexible schedule

Targeted instruction

Manageable class duration

Emphasis on socialization, exploring hobbies
and interests and building upon skills

. HealthMatters: an evidence-based health
promotion program

Eligibility

. 18 years of age or older

. Funding through: MyChoice WI, Community
Care, IRIS, or ability to privately pay

. Device: tablet, laptop, desktop, iPhone/Android,
Chromebook

. Internet access

. Interest and ability to engage remotely

To find out more about Goodwill’s Virtual Day Service
Program please visit
https://www.goodwillsew.com/day-services-virtual-

programs

WI FACETS IEP & SPECIAL
EDUCATION ONLINE TRAINING

@wifacets

WI FACETS offers several
workshops for families of children
with disabilities and those who
support them. You can access these
trainings from any location using
your smart phone, laptop, or
landline. Pre-registration is
required. Sign up online at www.wifacets.org/events, or
call 877-374-0511.

WIFACETS

*Requests for reasonable accommodations are needed
2 weeks prior the training.

JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2021

1/4 WSEMS: Mediation, 12-1 pm

1/6 Transition Planning & Resources During COVID
19, 12-1 pm

1/11  Compassion Resilience: Self-care Snapshot
Series: Recognizing Fatigue, 12-12:30 pm

1/12  IEP 1: Special Education Basics, 12-12:30 pm
1/13  School Choice Programming in WI, 12-1 pm
1/14  Understanding the Basics of Special Education
& How It Applies to Students (Spanish), 12-1 pm

1/19  Section 504-What Parent Needs to Know, 12-1
pm

1/20  Supports for Educating Students w/IEPs, 12-1
pm

1/26  |IEP 2: Special Education Referral Process,
12:00-12:30 pm

1/27  Revisions to Seclusions & Restraint Law, 12:00-
1:00 pm

1/28  WSEMS: Facilitated IEPs (Spanish), 12-1 pm
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2/1 WSEMS: Facilitated IEPs, 12-1 pm

2/2 Practical Tips as You Prepare for Mediation, 12-
1pm

2/3 Universal Design for Learning Allies Needed,
12-1 pm

2/8 Compassion Resilience: Self-care Snapshot
Series: Compassion in Action, 12-12:30 pm

2/9 IEP 3: Evaluation and Eligibility in the IEP
Process, 12-12:30 pm

2/10  What are Executive Function Skills & How Can
They Be Addressed in Students IEP, 12-1 pm

2/11  Starting the IEP Process: Referrals, Timelines &
the IEP team (Spanish), 12-1 pm

2/17  Virtual Learning/Teleservice, 12-1 pm

2/23  IEP 4: Reevaluation & Independent Educational
Evaluations, 12-12:30 pm

2/24  Alternative to Expulsion Practices: Ensuring A
Free Appropriate Public Education for Students, 12-1 pm
2/25  WSEMS: Mediation (Spanish), 12-1 pm

POPULAR WEBINAR RECORDINGS:

Special Education during COVID-19
https://reqgister.gotowebinar.com/recording/56887713174
65001729

Educacion Especial durante COVID-19
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/recording/1928642760
352383247

Wisconsin Promising Practices and Before Age 18
Resources
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/recording/9319552608
47215371

CLEARING THE AIR AT ST. ANN
CENTER
@StAnnCenter

Keeping Everyone Safer During COVID-19

Spending time inside St. Ann Center for
Intergenerational Care will truly be a breath of fresh air,
thanks to some modern technology that mimics Mother
Nature and fights the spread of disease. A system
known as Needlepoint Bipolar lonization (NPBI) has
been installed at both of St. Ann Center’'s campuses,
which provide day care for frail elders, adults of all ages
with physical or cognitive disabilities, and those with
dementia.

Outside, nature uses ions (atoms or molecules with an
electrical charge) that are created by lightning, waterfalls
and ocean waves to break apart unnatural toxins. Inside,
the NPBI technology creates ions that are dispersed
through a building’s ventilation system. The ions latch
onto particles of dust, dander, pollen, etc. and make
them come together into large clusters that are easy to
trap in an air filtration system. In the case of viruses,
bacteria and mold, the ions bond with these pathogens
and disrupt their surface proteins, rendering them
harmless.

The center has implemented other strict safety
guidelines to protect the health of all clients, including
temperature and health screenings upon entry, social
distancing, mask wearing and regular sanitizing of the
facility.

The world-renowned intergenerational care center has
openings in its adult care program, both at the original
Stein Campus, 2801 E. Morgan Ave., and the newer
Bucyrus Campus, 2450 W. North Ave.

Adult services include recreational activities, whirlpool
bathing, music therapy, arts and crafts, exercise, nursing
care and nutritious meals and snacks. St. Ann Center
also provides overnight respite, with bed-and-breakfast
style rooms and around-the-clock care seven days a
week, allowing caregivers a break from the demands of
caregiving.

Financial assistance is available. For more information,
and to schedule a tour, contact the Stein Campus at
414-977-5000, and the Bucyrus Campus at 414-210-
2450. Or visit StAnnCenter.org.

MCFI MILWAUKEE CENTER
FOR INDEPENDENCE

BORN PREMATURELY, TODDLER IS
NOW THRIVING!
@MCFISocial

Born prematurely at 29
weeks, Lukas spent the
first 351 days of his life at
a hospital instead of his
home. He had both a
tracheotomy and ventilator
and developmental delays.
When it was time to go
home from Children’s Wisconsin, his mom was told she
had two options for his care: a private duty nurse or
MCFI's medical day care program. Lukas started with
MCFI right around his first birthday with his first goal to
sit in a supported chair for five minutes. With each little
step of progress, Lukas blossomed and, at 2 2 years
old, very little holds him back from walking to running in
his Superman cape!

Listen to his mom talk about his transformation in this
brief video:
https://www.facebook.com/595439637134121/videos/17
6118940859663

If you or someone you know can benefit from MCFI's
medical day care program, please contact us at
info@mcfi.net!
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2021 MOBILITY MANAGEMENT
CONNECTION
@RideMCTS

Happy New Year! The holidays are behind us, but the
fun and excitement never end for Milwaukee County
Transit System (MCTS) and the millions of riders we
provide excellent service to every year! Speaking of
excitement, two impressive projects kick off in 2021:
MCTS NEXT, a system-wide route redesign, and
MCTS'’s Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) project.

With the snowy season now upon us, MCTS gives a
friendly reminder and encourages all riders and
residents to spread the word on the importance of snow
removal at bus stops, as well as sidewalks and curb
ramps. Keeping the ice and snow clear is crucial to
people who have difficulty with mobility, as well as
strollers and carts. The lack of a cleared path can
prevent someone from even leaving their home, so
remember to shovel and salt!!

COVID-19 Update

MCTS believes nothing is more important than the
health and safety of our customers and employees. As
the COVID-19 situation evolves, MCTS policies and
service will also adjust. Please continue to follow MCTS
on social media and check RideMCTS.com/coronavirus
for the most current information.

MCTS appreciates the commitment to public health from
all community partners. It's important that we all continue
working together to help protect residents and
employees during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Reduced Fare Price Update
Effective January 1, 2021, the cost of all “1-Day
Reduced Fare” passes, including for premium services

like Freeway Flyers and UBUS routes, is now $2 when
paying by cash or stored value.

g 3

REDUCED
FARE

Jane Smith

EXPIRES 7/1/25

Recently Completed Bus Stop Improvements

Nothing sounds better than brand new, freshly poured
accessible bus stop pads. Multiple bus stop
improvement projects wrapped up in December,
providing upgraded access to MCTS passengers who
use them.

N 76" & Allyn Street

Two new northbound Route 67 bus stops were poured
on 76™ Street. The first is far-side at Allyn Street, near
Harbor Pointe & Glenbrook Apartment Homes. The
second is far-side at Dean Road, adjacent to BRIA of
Trinity Village.

Other new stop installations include:

e Westbound Route 53, near-side on Lincoln at
Miller Park Way/ S. 43" Street.

= Southbound Route 14 & 76, near-side at S. 74"
Street at Edgerton, just before the routes head
onto Southridge property.

e Eastbound & Westbhound Route 81, near-side on
Ryan Road at S. 13" Street, providing access to
additional jobs in Oak Creek adjacent to the
newly opened Amazon facility.

AIRA to Continue

Thanks to the Milwaukee County Office for Persons with
Disabilities, Aira, a smartphone app that allows users
who are blind or low vision to receive one-on-one verbal
assistance, will remain free to use on the Milwaukee
County Transit System in 2021. For more information on
Aira, please visit RideMCTS.com/aira.

To learn more about how we can help make you
become an independent transit user, give our travel
trainer a call @ 414-343-1711. If you see any barriers
that need attention, please contact Chris Fox at 414-

937-3256, or cfox@mcts.org.


https://twitter.com/RideMCTS

MILWAUKEE COUNTY ON SOCIAL
MEDIA! #ONECOUNTYMKE

Follow your Milwaukee County government on
Social Media (Facebook, Twitter, YouTube,
Instagram, Flickr, Pinterest, Linkedin). Get the
lists here.

EMPLOYMENT STATS! S 2,
-
@BLS_gov g_ﬁ“’ 7
CY— G

The November 2020 Bureau of Labor Y 2 W)

Statistics report:

Labor Force Participation Rate
Persons w/ disabilities = 20.4% (20.7%, ‘19)
Persons w/ no disabilities = 66.8% (68.9%, '19)

Employment — Population Ratio
Persons w/ disabilities = 17.9% (19.3%, ‘19)
Persons w/ no disabilities = 62.7% (66.7%, '19)

See the current report here:
http://www.bls.gov/news.release/empsit.t06.htm

MILWAUKEE COUNTY EXTENDS
AIRA OFFERS FOR 2021!

@airaio @MKECoOPD

Milwaukee County is the

first county in the country to

offer FREE Aira technology

services (to Aira users) at the airport,

on public transportation & in destination
locations (see list).

GENERAL GOVERNMENT

Coggs Human Service Building

Criminal Justice Facility

Milwaukee County Courthouse, + Grounds
Milwaukee County Transit System

Mitchell International Airport

Safety Building

Vel Phillips Youth & Family Justice Center
PARKS & RECREATION

Art Museum

Boerner Botanical Gardens, + Grounds
Bradford Beach, Beach, Bathhouse, Tiki Huts, North
Point Snack Bar

Cathedral Square Park, Grounds
Estabrook Park, Beer Garden, + Grounds
Forest Exploration Center

Grant Park, Grounds

Greenfield Park, Cool Waters, + Grounds
Hoyt Park, Beer Garden, Pool, + Grounds
Humboldt Park, Beer/Wine Garden, Band Shell, +
Grounds

Kelly Senior Center, + Grounds

Lake Park, Stage, Lighthouse, + Grounds

Lincoln Park, Schulz Aquatic Park, + Grounds
McKinley Marina, Yacht Club, + Grounds
Milwaukee Community Sailing Center

Milwaukee County Historical Society

Milwaukee County Zoo

Milwaukee Public Museum

Mitchell Park, The Domes, + Grounds

Pere Marquette Park, Gazebo, + Grounds
Sheridan Park, Grounds

South Shore Park, Beer Garden, + Grounds
Veterans Park, Grounds

War Memorial

Warnimont Park, Grounds

Washington Park, Band Shell, Senior Center, Urban
Ecology Center, + Grounds

Wehr Nature Center, + Grounds

Whitnall Park, Beer Garden, + Grounds
Wil-O-Way Grant, + Grounds

Wil-O-Way Underwood, + Grounds

Wilson Park, Senior Center, Ice Rink, Pool
Wisconsin Avenue Park, Ability Center Offices, +
Grounds

Zoofari Conference Center

Get the list of Milwaukee County building / facilities
offering free Aira services by visiting the OPD website.

What is Aira?

Aira is today’s fastest growing assistive community. One
tap of a button instantly connects you with a sighted
professional agent who delivers visual assistance
anytime and anywhere. Using augmented reality, Aira
connects people who are blind or low vision to a trained
professional agent who is dedicated to further enhancing
their everyday experience - completely hands-free
assistance at the touch of a button. To find out more
information, including individual pricing plans,
equipment, services, etc., contact Aira at 800-835-1934
or visit https://aira.io/ .

REPORT AN ACCESSIBILITY ISSUE

The Office for Persons with Disabilities
(OPD) has an on-line form where you
can submit a report of an accessibility
issue within Milwaukee County
government (buildings, grounds,
employment, etc.). You can submit a
report by going to the OPD ADA

webpage.
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FREE DAYS!

PLEASE NOTE: The FREE dates are subject to
change. Please stay in touch with the website below
for the latest updates.

Milwaukee County FREE Days

Charles Allis Art Museum @CharlesAllis

January 6, 1pm-5pm

Villa Terrace Decorative Arts Museum @VillaTerrace
January 6, 1pm-5pm

Milwaukee Public Museum @MKEPublicMuseum
Suspended due to COVID-19

Milwaukee Art Museum @MilwaukeeArt

Suspended due to COVID-19

Milwaukee County Zoo @MilwaukeeCoZoo

January 2", 9:30am-2:30pm

HAPPENING AT THE ZOOQO!

@MilwaukeeCoZoo Milcoaukee

County

Zoo Closed on New Year's Day

January 2" — Family Free Day
Advanced Reservations No Longer
Required

Sponsored by North Shore Bank with media support
from Fox 6

MARCUS CENTER MC ACCESS

@MarcusCenter =

==,
The Office for Persons with - WL‘J@E ]
Disabilities (OPD) and the -
Marcus Center for the MarCUS Center
Performing Arts have for the Performing Arts

teamed up to offer

discounted tickets to selected shows for county
employees and their families and friends, as well as
readers and followers of Handy News & Notes. To
access this opportunity, please visit
www.marcuscenter.org/mcaccess and enter group code

“countytix.”

2021 BROADWAY SEASON

@MarcusCenter
Aida, April 27-May 2, = Mal‘tus Center
2021 T for the Performing Arts

Hamlet May 13-15, 2021

Ain’t Too Proud to Beg: The Life & Times of the
Temptations, July 6-11, 2021

Pretty Woman: The Musical, rescheduled to
September 7-12, 2021

Get More Information About the 2021 Season

HOLIDAY LIGHTS FESTIVAL

November 19 — January 1
Milwaukee Holiday Lights Festival
Pere Marquette Park (900 N.
Plankinton Ave)!

WINTER WONDERS

November 20 — January 3
Winter Wonders

Boerner Botanical Gardens
9400 Boerner Drive

Hales Corners, WI 53130

MITCHELL PARK DOMES HOLIDAY
SHOW — POINSETTIA PROMENADE

November 21 — January 3
Mitchell Park Domes Holiday Show
524 S. Layton Blvd., Milwaukee, WI 53215

MILWAUKEE WINTER FARMERS

MARKET — DOMES ANNEX

Saturday’s November 7 — March 27
Milwaukee Winter Farmers Market
524 S. Layton Blvd., Milwaukee, WI 53215

VIRTUAL BREWS AND BOTANY
SERIES EXPLORES THE PLANTS
BEHIND OUR FAVORITE DRINK

January 22, 7-8 pm
The Zip in Your Sip

We will highlight the various caffeinated beverages such
as coffee, tea, soda, and chocolate drinks. Our special
guest speakers will be Aureal Ojeda founder and owner
of Outwoken Tea and barista Rachel Malik.

Friday, January 29, 7-8 pm
Session 2: Prost to Plants!

From blue agave, to juniper berries, to the hops that
made Milwaukee famous, plants are behind your favorite
spirits. Join us to celebrate the plants and the stories
behind your favorite fermented beverages. Our special
guest speaker will be a bartender from Liquid Johnny'’s.

Friday, February 5, 7-8 pm
Session 3: Toast to Your Health

Lemonade, root beer, kombucha, oh my! Meet the health
herbage behind your favorite nutritional drinks. Special
guest speaker, Alesia Miller founder and owner of Soul
Brew Kombucha will explain the origins of kombucha.
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Get the list of Milwaukee County building / facilities

FREE AIRA OFFERS CONTINUE offering free Aira services by visiting the OPD website.

THRU 2021 IN MILWAUKEE COUNTY! What is Aira?

@airaio @MKECoOPD Aira is today’s fastest growing assistive community. One
° tap of a button instantly connects you with a sighted

Milwaukee County is the Q l ro professional agent who delivers visual assistance

first county in the country to anytime and anywhere. Using augmented reality, Aira

connects people who are blind or low vision to a trained
professional agent who is dedicated to further enhancing
their everyday experience — completely hands-free
assistance at the touch of a button. To find out more
information, including individual pricing plans,
equipment, services, etc., contact Aira at 800-835-1934
or visit https://aira.io/ .

offer FREE Aira technology

services (to Aira users) at the airport,
on public transportation & in
destination locations (see list).

GENERAL GOVERNMENT
Coggs Human Service Building
Criminal Justice Facility

Milwaukee County Courthouse, + Grounds ACCESSIBLE ACTIVITIES,
Milwaukee County Transit System

Mitchell International Airport ADAPTIVE EQUIPMENT &
Safety Building MORE!

Vel Phillips Youth & Family Justice Center

Get access to information about accessible
activities (baseball, basketball, biking, fishing,
skating, skiing, swimming, Etc.), adaptive equipment that
you can use (beach wheelchairs, hand-cycles, golf carts,
ice sleds), recreation program providers, and much more
recreation information by going to the OPD Recreation

PARKS & RECREATION

Art Museum

Boerner Botanical Gardens, + Grounds

Bradford Beach, Beach, Bathhouse, Tiki Huts, North
Point Snack Bar

Cathedral Square Park, Grounds

Estabrook Park, Beer Garden, + Grounds webpage.

Forest Exploration Center

Grant parﬁ, Grounds PRIVATE PARTY RENTALS ARE
Greenfield Park, Cool Waters, + Grounds CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
Hoyt Park, Beer Garden, Pool, + Grounds @MKECOOPD

Humboldt Park, Beer/Wine Garden, Band Shell, +
Grounds

Kelly Senior Center, + Grounds

Lake Park, Stage, Lighthouse, + Grounds

Lincoln Park, Schulz Aguatic Park, + Grounds

McKinley Marina, Yacht Club, + Grounds

Milwaukee Community Sailing Center

Milwaukee County Historical Society

Milwaukee County Zoo

Milwaukee Public Museum

Mitchell Park, The Domes, + Grounds

Pere Marquette Park, Gazebo, + Grounds oA

Sheridan Park, Grounds Wil-O-Way Undervwood (Wauwatoa)

South Shore Park, Beer Garden, + Grounds \ -

Veterans Park, Grounds

War Memorial

Warnimont Park, Grounds

Washington Park, Band Shell, Senior Center, Urban
Ecology Center, + Grounds

Wehr Nature Center, + Grounds

Whitnall Park, Beer Garden, + Grounds

Wil-O-Way Grant, + Grounds Check out the Facility Guidelines & Facility Rentals

Wil-O-Way Underwood, + Grounds Calendar.

Wilson Park, Senior Center, Ice Rink, Pool

Wisconsin Avenue Park, Ability Center Offices, +
Grounds

Zoofari Conference Center

Wil-O-Way Grant (South Milwaukee)
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