
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Milwaukee Community Update – July 2026 
Summer Summer Summertime! What’s to do in Milwaukee this season can be found right here! 
Find ways to entertain, enlighten, and enliven with our monthly newsletter and enjoy summer in 
Milwaukee County to the fullest!  
 
July is Disability Pride Month.  
July of 2026 marks the 36th Anniversary of the enactment of the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA), and a push forward to full inclusion in everyday life. With an aim at continued progress in 
advancing equal rights, accessibility and inclusion, all people will have the right to work, live, and 
access services in a way that promotes inclusion.  

What is Disability Pride month?  

Disability Pride Month is an annual observance in July that: 

• celebrates disability identity and community 

• recognizes disability culture and leadership 

• marks the ADA anniversary and the ongoing work to make civil rights real in daily life 

Key Facts  

• More than 1 in 4 U.S. adults, over 70 million people, have a disability. 

• Disability Pride Month happens in July and is tied to the ADA anniversary, signed on 

July 26, 1990. 

• The Disability Pride Flag was created by Ann Magill, a writer with cerebral palsy, and 

later updated based on community feedback. 

 
This year’s theme is “The World Works Better with Us.” - When people with disabilities are 
included, respected, and supported, communities work better for everyone. That includes schools, 
workplaces, healthcare, transportation, and public life. 

How do we experience this in everyday life - Disability-led advocacy and design have helped 
create changes many people now rely on, like curb cuts, closed captioning, audiobooks, and voice 
dictation. What began as access often becomes a better experience for everyone, including 
caregivers pushing strollers, viewers who prefer captions, commuters listening to books, and 
anyone who uses voice-to-text while multitasking. 

 

 Handy 
  News & Notes 

https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2024/s0716-Adult-disability.html
https://www.ada.gov/
https://www.weinberg.cuimc.columbia.edu/news/history-disability-pride-flag


 
 

How can I participate in Disability Pride month? 

-Connect With People with Disabilities: Spend time with people with disabilities in your life and 
community, at events, at work, at school, and online. 

- Learn Disability History and Culture: Understand the roots of Disability Pride by learning the 
history of disability rights and cultural contributions. 

- Advocate for Disability Rights and Inclusion: Disability rights are under attack, from cuts to 
Medicaid to threats to special education to the resurgence of the R-word. 

- Challenge ableism and harmful language. Push back on stereotypes and slurs, including the R-
word, and set clear expectations for respect. 

- Email or call your elected officials. Ask them to protect Medicaid, special education, and 

disability civil rights. Tell them disability rights are nonnegotiable. 

-Attend an event in Wisconsin : Wisconsin: Disability Pride Madison (July 25th at Warner Park in 

Madison 1:00-5:00pm.  

 
** If you have questions or have a Disability and need help or information you can contact the ADRC 
at (414) 289-6874 or on our website at Milwaukee County Department of Health and Human 
Services 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
ILLEGALLY PARKS CARDS 
You are ILLEGALLY PARKED! 
@MKECoOPD 
The Milwaukee County Office for Persons with Disabilities (OPD) has a supply of these cards. If 
you’d like some, please contact Jacqueline Formanek at 414-278-3938 or email 
jacqueline.formanek@milwaukeecountywi.gov with your complete name and mailing address.  

 

 

https://thearc.org/blog/the-r-word-why-language-matters-and-how-we-can-do-better/
https://act.thearc.org/home/?_gl=1*1kutxyz*_ga*Nzg1NTYzOTMzLjE3ODAzNDA3MjU.*_ga_TTHG7VXBGP*czE3ODAzNDA3MjUkbzEkZzAkdDE3ODAzNDA3MjUkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://www.disabilitypridemadison.org/festival-2026
https://county.milwaukee.gov/EN/DHHS
https://county.milwaukee.gov/EN/DHHS
https://twitter.com/MKECoOPD
mailto:jacqueline.formanek@milwaukeecountywi.gov


 
 

 



 
 

 

What is BOLD? 

BOLD is open to all legally blind people. Event participation is free. BOLD’s purpose is to allow 
the blind and visually impaired to experience outdoor sports and leisure activities while 
developing their social and athletic skills. For more information call Kevin Meyers – Out-reach 
director at 414-839-0635 or Ray Tweedale president at 262-224-5517. 

BOLD Activities for July 

Sailing Lessons 

Sat., July 11 

Sailing Education Association of Sheboygan (SEAS) has invited BOLD for a day of sailing lessons on 
Lake Michigan. SEAS offers Experiential Sailing Lessons, that give people the opportunity to have 
their first contact with sailing in a 23ft boat. In this lesson, you will have basic instruction about 
boat parts and sailing experience. You will also learn basic sailing terms, how to tie knots and how 
to sail around a course using audible marks. SEAS has found success as a leading organization in 
the development and improvement of technology for visually impaired and blind sailors. The 
technology they have developed and implemented is among the best and most effective of its kind 
and has allowed them to give people the freedom of sailing. We will have lunch after sailing. 

Richard J. Meyer Park Bike Ride or Hike 

Sat., July 18 

Come join us biking or hiking on a trail in Racine County. We will be riding a trail from Wind Lake to 
Rochester and back. Join us for a ride or hike. You will be matched with an experienced guide who 
will pilot the front of a tandem bicycle while you peddle on the back. There will be a brief safety talk.  

Whitewater Lions Fishing Derby and Water Sports 

Sat., July 25 

Whitewater Lions Club is once again inviting VIPs from BOLD to participate in their 14th Annual 
Fishing Derby and Water Sports event on Whitewater Lake at the Lions Club House.  There will be 
boats for tubing, water skiing, and boat tours around the lake along with the regular fishing derby. 
The Lions Club will provide the boats, fishing tackle, poles, and life vests. 

After lunch it is time to fish! You will be taken to a boat with a captain and guide. Around 3:30 pm, 
you will return to the clubhouse for a presentation of prizes for the Fishing Derby. 

If you have any questions, call Kevin Meyers, Outreach Director at  

414-839-0635. 



 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

PRIVATE PARTY RENTALS 

Looking to book your next family gathering or community-group event? Weddings, family 
reunions, birthday parties, graduations, showers, organizational meetings, are among the many 
events held here each year. Both Wil-O-Way facilities are in beautiful Milwaukee County parks. 
The buildings are accessible and have a large hall and kitchen. The spacious grounds have picnic 
tables, walking trails, wading pools, and accessible playgrounds. 
BOOK AN EVENT NOW! 

Current Capacity 180 people 

Check out the Facility Guidelines & Facility Rentals Calendar.  
 

Wil-O-Way Grant (South Milwaukee)    Wil-O-Way Underwood 
(Wauwatosa) 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

SHARE HANDY NEWS & NOTES! 
Do you work with someone or know someone who would be interested in or would benefit from 
the information in Handy News & Notes? If so, please refer them to the link below to sign up for 
this FREE information source. 
https://county.milwaukee.gov/EN/Sign-Up-for-E--Notify 
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OFFICE FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES (OPD) 
Director: Jacqueline Formanek  

Marcia P. Coggs Human Services Center    •   1230 W Cherry St   •   Milwaukee County 53205  

•   Marcia •   (414) 239-5679 •   711 (TRS) 

Office Persons with Disabilities Website  

https://county.milwaukee.gov/files/county/Office-for-Persons-with-Disabilities/Documents/FACILITYGUIDELINES.pdf
https://county.milwaukee.gov/EN/Office-for-Persons-with-Disabilities/Facility-Rental
https://county.milwaukee.gov/EN/Office-for-Persons-with-Disabilities/Facility-Rental
https://county.milwaukee.gov/EN/Office-for-Persons-with-Disabilities/Facility-Rental
https://county.milwaukee.gov/EN/Sign-Up-for-E--Notify
https://www.facebook.com/MilwaukeeCountyOPD
https://www.youtube.com/user/MilwaukeeCountyOPD
https://twitter.com/MKECoOPD
https://milwaukeecountywi-my.sharepoint.com/personal/davia_fenton_milwaukeecountywi_gov/Documents/Office%20Persons%20with%20Disabilities%20Website
https://www.facebook.com/MilwaukeeCountyOPD
https://x.com/MKECoOPD
https://www.youtube.com/user/MilwaukeeCountyOPD
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