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Social Isolation & Engagement

Data Source: Center for Disease Control, Division of Population Health, 
National Center for Chronic Disease Prevention and Health Promotion

Social isolation 
crude 

prevalence (%) Participation in 
Older Adult Act 

funded services is 
highest in the 

areas estimated 
to have the most 
social isolation.



Social Isolation & Loneliness
Time spent alone is increasing 

for all age groups and is 
especially high for older 

adults.  The rate of increase in 
time spent alone is most 
rapid for younger people.



Social Isolation & Loneliness
Older Adult Sub-populations

Wisconsin DHS: Social and Emotional Support Data in Wisconsin Older Adults and People with Disabilities, P-03418 (04/2023)

Older adults who are 
of color, LGBTQ, low-

income and 
unmarried are at 

greater risk of social 
isolation.



Social Isolation & Loneliness

Wisconsin DHS: Social and Emotional Support Data in Wisconsin Older Adults and People with Disabilities, P-03418 (04/2023)

Having a disability 
increases the risk 
of lacking support 
for all age groups.



Community Engagement

Organizational 
Membership

Formal  
Volunteering

Informal Helping

Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Civic Engagement and Volunteering Supplement, 2023

WI is above national averages for all types of community 
engagement with informal helping being most common.



Religious Involvement

Data Source: The Association of Religion Data Achieves

Milwaukee County is above 
average in religious 

affiliation, but religious 
affiliation has declined by 

about 9% since 1980.
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