
Environment & 
Outdoor Spaces



Parks are located 
throughout the County 

and are given both 
condition and equity 

ratings.  The most 
common condition 

rating is “good.”

Park Locations, Condition & Equity

Data Source:  SEWRPC “A Long-Range Park & Open Space Plan for 
Milwaukee County



Green space per 
capita is lowest 
in the central 

part of the 
County and 

highest in the 
outer areas.

Green Space per Capita

Data Source:  EPA



Green space is most 
accessible in the far 

northern and 
southern parts of the 

County.  Pockets of 
nearly no accessible 

greenspace exist 
throughout the 

County.

Percent Green Space within .25km

Data Source:  EPA



% Tree Cover has a 
significant impact 

on heat regulation.

Data Source:  EPA & WI Dept. of Natural  Resources

% Tree Cover & Heat Regulation

Forest Home Cemetery & 
Arboretum

Urban Heat Island Map



Air Quality

Overall, there has 
been a decrease in 

poor air quality days, 
with a small uptick in 

recent years.



Overall, there is low respiratory 
risk due to air toxics in 

Milwaukee County, with some 
elevated risk along I-94 and in 

the far southern part of the 
County.

Respiratory Risk due to Air Toxics

Data Source:  EPA



The number of people exposed to 
roadway pollution is highest in 
the southern and far northwest 

parts of the County.

Proximity to Roadway Pollution
Population within 300m of Busy Roadway

Data Source:  EPA



Lead Exposure
Concentration of lead service lines 

within City of Milwaukee

% of children lead 
poisoned 2017-2020

% of children with lead poisoning

Data Source:  Midwest Environmental Advocates “Living with Lead” Report based on WI DHS data

The 
concentration of 
lead service lines 
and children with 
lead poisoning is 

highest in the 
central part of 

the County, 
especially the 

near northside.



Natural Hazard Resilience: Composite Score

Data Source:  EPA Cumulative Resilience Screening Index for Natural Hazards

Milwaukee County is 
below the national 
average for natural 
hazard resilience.



Natural Hazard Resilience: Domain Scores

Data Source:  EPA Cumulative Resilience Screening Index for Natural Hazards

Milwaukee County has low risk of 
natural hazards occurring and a 
strong built environment, but 
vulnerability due to societal, 

governance and natural 
environment factors.

RiskGovernance

Composite Index 

Society

Natural Environment

Built Environment

Lower Score 
(Weakness)

Higher Score 
(Strength)

Risk of Natural Hazard Event Occurring (High=Low Risk)
Factors Impacting Resilience & Ability to Respond
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