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Handi-NEWS & NOTES REACHES
TWO MILLION!

This issue of Handi-NEWS & NOTES is the 623" issue
of the publication since it began on October 28, 1983.
With this issue, the Office for Persons with Disabilities
has now distributed over 2 Million copies of Handi-
NEWS & NOTES!

SOCIAL SECURITY UPDATE

By Karyl Richson
Social Security Public Affairs Specialist in Milwaukee

PLAY THE PERCENTAGES IN YOUR
RETIREMENT FINANCIAL PLANNING

Some Americans are surprised to learn that today’s
workers and families are not nearly as diligent about
saving as previous generations have been.

From the 1950s through the early 1980s, personal
savings hovered between 6.6 and 11 percent of income.
Since the early 1980s, however, personal savings have
steadily declined. And now, in the first decade of a new
century, personal savings have virtually flatlined at about
one percent of income.

According to financial experts, you will need at least 70
percent of your annual working income when you retire
to enjoy a comfortable lifestyle. For the average worker,
Social Security will provide about 40 percent of that
amount. That means you would have a 30 percent gap
to fill.

Most workers can reach this goal through contributions
to an employer’s 401(k) or other pension plan, Individual
Retirement Account or other savings and investments.

Of course, the above numbers are just general
guidelines. The percentage of pre-retirement earnings
that a worker can count on from Social Security can vary
greatly. That amount will depend on how much you have
earned and how many years you have worked in a job
where you paid Social Security taxes. If you are married,
your retirement financial goals would also be affected by
the entitlement and expectations of your spouse to
Social Security and other retirement benefits.

A convenient and handy way to see if the percentages
for your retirement savings plan are in your favor is by

using our online Retirement Benefits Planner at
http://www.socialsecurity.gov/planners/index.htm. You
can plug in the numbers and get estimates of what you
(and your spouse) might expect in terms of Social
Security benefits — and what you need to come up with
yourself by other means. And, of course, the earlier you
start planning for your retirement financial needs, the
easier it will be.

NEW HORIZONS UN-LIMITED INC.
Introduction to the Internet Computer Class

Karin Welstead, (414) 299-0124, www.new-horizons.org

The United Methodist Church of Whitefish Bay, 819 E.
Silver Spring Drive will offer computer classes for people
with disabilities over 18 years of age or their caregivers.
Classes are offered at the church computer lab and are
taught by volunteer instructors. While the church and
computer lab are accessible, at this time, the computer
lab can only offer the “Big Keys” assistive device or
“Logitech” roller ball mouse. Students otherwise must be
able to use a keyboard or mouse and read a computer
screen. The classes are intended to provide educational
development, social stimulation and personal growth
experience and will move at a pace comfortable for the
students. Starting Thursday, March 2nd, 2006
*Introduction to the Internet* class will meet once a week
for five weeks for a term fee of $20.00. Accommaodation
of people will depend on the space in class and
availability of volunteer staff so apply early for special
needs classes. For more information, please call the
church at 414-964-2424 or write to UMC, 819 E. Silver
Spring Drive, Whitefish Bay, WI 53217 or e-mail New
Horizons Un-Limited at horizons@new-horizons.org .
Ask for the coordinator of the computer class for people
with disabilities when calling.

MCFI
Parent/Guardian Support Group

MCFI is holding a parent/guardian support group
meeting the fourth Wednesday of the month from 6:00
p-m.-7:00 p.m. at the Main Campus at 2020 West Wells.
The group is targeted to parents/guardians with children
on the County waiting list and will also serve as an
information and education resource. For additional
information, please call Kari Dixon at (414) 937-2031.
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IRS PUBLICATIONS -

Taxpayers with Disabilities

As a person with a disability, you may qualify for some
of the following tax deductions, income exclusions, and
credits. For more detailed information, please take a look
at the IRS publications referenced.

Publication 501, Exemptions, Standard Deduction, and
Filing Information

Publication 525, Taxable and Nontaxable Income
Publication 529, Miscellaneous Deductions
Publication 524, Credit for the Elderly or the Disabled
Publication 502, Medical and Dental Expenses
(including Health Coverage Tax Credit)

As a parent of a child with a disability, you may
qualify for some of the following tax exemptions,
deductions, and credits. For more detailed information,
please take a look at the IRS publications & forms
referenced.

Publication 501, Exemptions, Standard Deduction, and
Filing Information

Publication 968 and Form 8839, Tax Benefits for
Adoption, and Qualified Adoption Expenses
Publication 502, Medical and Dental Expenses
(including Health Coverage Tax Credit)

Publication 596, Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC)
Publication 503, Child and Dependent Care Expenses

As a business wishing to accommodate persons
with disabilities, you may qualify for some of the
following tax credits and deductions. For more detailed
information, please take a look at the IRS publications &
forms referenced.

Publication 535 and Form 8826, Business Expenses,
and Disabled Access Credit

Publication 535, Business Expenses

Form 5884, Form 3800, and Form 8850, Work
Opportunity Credit, General Business Credit, and Pre-
Screening Notice and Certification Request for the Work
Opportunity and Welfare-to-Work Credits.

All the forms and publications listed above are available
electronically from the Internal Revenue Service at
www.irs.gov . For a free paper copy of any listed form or
publication, please call 1-800-829-3676 (1-800-TAX-
FORM). For additional questions about these credits and

benefits you can call 1-800-829-1040. If you use
TTY/TDD equipment, call 1-800-829-4059 to order forms
and publications and to ask tax questions.

FREE TAX RETURN ASSISTANCE

Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) Sites offer free
tax return preparation to individuals having low to
moderate income. Call 1-800- 829-1040 (TTY/TDD call
1-800-829-4059) for a VITA site near you.

MILWAUKEE COUNTY SPECIAL
NEEDS CHILDCARE

: SNAL,
2006 Spring Class Schedule $ %
Classes will be held at the Marcia P. s

Coggs Human Service Center: 1220 W.

Vliet Street, in the training rooms (lower level). You must
register to attend classes. Call for a registration form at
414-289-6977 or download a form at the web site:
www.milwaukee.gov/specialneedschildcare

February 8, 5:30pm — 7:30pm
Appropriate Practice for Nebulizer and G-Tube
Joanette Mazar RN of Penfield Children’s Center

Learn important techniques for the correct use of the
nebulizer and the g-tube for children with medical needs.

February 18, 9:30am — 11:30am

The Key to Successful Communications: Childcare
Professionals, Families, and School staff-
Establishing and Maintaining a relationship

Dr. Maureen Keyes of UW-Milwaukee

Learn strategies to facilitate more effective
communication with families and school staff when
children with special needs attend your center. Learn
how to help the children transition from various
environments to your centers.

February 22, 5:30pm — 7:30pm

Language Development in Young Children

(Birth to Age 5)

Terri Enters of Lutheran Social Services-Birth to Three

What is typical language development? Learn how to
assist children with language development through every
day activities.
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AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE
CLASSES OFFERED

Center for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing

Introductory and intermediate sign language courses will
begin on February 15 at the Center for the Deaf and
Hard of Hearing (CDHH) in West Allis. Designed for non-
professionals, the classes will help individuals who want
to learn how to communicate with a deaf family member,
friend or co-worker or simply become familiar with
another language. The intermediate course will continue
to build vocabulary and conversation skills.

Classes will be held on Wednesday evenings, February
15 through May 3 from 6:00 to 8:00 PM at the Center for
the Deaf and Hard of Hearing, 10243 W. National
Avenue (between US45/1894 and Highway 100) in West
Allis. The fee for each class series is $85.

The Center is also offering “Communicating with Kids in
Sign,” a family sign language class specifically designed
for parents, grandparents, relatives, neighbors,
babysitters and any adult who needs to communicate in
sign language with a young child. This class series will
be held at the Center on Tuesday evenings, February 14
through April 18 from 6:00 to 7:30 PM. The fee for this
class series is $55 for the first family member and $45
for each additional family member.

For more information or to register for any of these
courses, call CDHH at 414-604-2200 Voice or 888-742-
7651 TTY. Class size is limited. The deadline for
registration is February 1.

The Center for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing has been
serving children and adults with hearing loss for more
than 75 years. It offers a full range of services and
technologies to enhance the quality of life for individuals
with hearing loss.

VSA ARTS OF WISCONSIN

VSA arts of Wisconsin, Papermaking and Printmaking
art classes begin Feb 22, 2006. Classes are held from
10-11:30 a.m. at the Marian Center, Room 123, 3211 S.

Lake Drive. The dates of the classes are Feb 22, March
1, 8, and 15. Classes include all art materials - minimum
class fee is $20 per student. For more information,
please contact Heide at 414-489-0541.

REC ROOM WEBSITE I T T
CALENDAR T —

Looking for something to do? Go to
Milwaukee County’s recreation e T |
calendar to see great activities being
offered by area agencies.

www.county.milwaukee.qgov/recreationcalendar

HAPPENINGS IN THE PARKS!

Boerner Botanical
Gardens

Milwarkes Cowmnty

PARKS

FOURS TO DISLOVER

Wednesday, February 1, 8, 15

Thursday, February 2, 9 and March 2

IKEBANA Floral Design — Beginner Level Class
Instructor: Maribeth Price, lkebono Professor
9:30 am - $150 / $140 members

IKEBANA is the Japanese art of flower arrangement.
IKEBANA is more than simply putting flowers in a
container. It is a disciplined art form in which the
arrangement is a living thing in which nature and
humanity are brought together. It is steeped in the
philosophy of developing a closeness with nature.
One tries to represent the three elements sky, earth,
and mankind in a well balanced relation. Ikebono
school teaches all types of IKEBAN Floral Design.

Saturday, February 11

Growing Gardeners (Ages 3-5): Friendship Tea Party
10:30 am or 1:00 pm - $15/ $10 Members

Celebrate this time of friendship with a tea party!

Plant a garden friend to nurture and love.

Tuesday, February 14

Growing Gardeners (Ages 3-5): Friendship Tea Party
10:30 am or 1:00 pm - $15/ $10 Members

Celebrate this time of friendship with a tea party!

Plant a garden friend to nurture and love.

Dates and topics may change, please call 414-525-5675
to confirm and pre-register.
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VAN FOR SALE

2003 Express LA West Conversion Van w/raised roof. Dark
gray metallic w/ medium/dark pewter interior. Braun Millennium
Series fully automatic lift w/ 33” wide platform & manual
securement system. Approx. 3,000 miles. Vortec 5300 V8
engine. Leather seats, TV w/ VCR & DVD player. Remote
keyless entry, alarm system & starter. AM/FM stereo w.
cassette & CD. Rear child security locks. Air conditioning,
cruise control, power/heated mirrors and much more! Asking
$40,000, negotiable

Call Ray @ 847-623-4226, or Renee @ 847-912-5688

ELECTRIC VEHICLE LIFT
& LIFT CHAIR FOR SALE

5 Yr. Old Bruno electric vehicle
lift for scooter or wheelchair.
Swing away adapter. Original
cost was $3,000, asking $500.

American lift chair, beige in color.
Has new motor. Approximately 5
yrs. old. Asking $200

Call 414-764-5574 or
414-807-6338 cell

WHEELCHAIR LIFT &
EZ LOCK FOR SALE

Hardly used Braun MiniGator
Wheelchair Lift and EZ-Lock
wheelchair securing mechanism.
Both new in Oct. '04. Original
cost was over $6K. Fits '97 or
newer GM minivans. Asking
$3,795 for both, or best offer.

Contact emisik@wi.rr.com
or 262-763-2540

Volunteer Services for the Visually Handicapped, Inc.

Phone: 414. 286. 3039

Fax: 414, 286. 5450

803 West Wells Street
Milwaukee, W1 53233-1436

Vern Reible

RITE CHOICE
HOME IMPROVEMENT

We proudly feature

ELKiS

Premium Roofing

414-383-9580
414-588-3810

BI l ITY WWW.HMESTORE.NET

BUY &

H MANUAL & POWER CHAIRS
Bl SCOOTERS

H LIFT CHAIRS

B WHEELED WALKERS
H STAIR LIFTS

m PORTABLE RAMPS
m VEHICLE LIFTS

B MOBILITY ACCESSORIES

W|scons|n s Exclusive Dealer

MILWAUKEE GLENDALE

CUSTOM FITTINGS & DEMOS

SERVICE & RENTALS

Trlple Entry

CUDAHY

Call For Saturday Hours

| 114 906-0000 [ 414 486-6249
R |1 800 3543825
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