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REC ROOM WEBSITE CALENDAR

Tons of Things To Do This Summer! EaCTmET

I T
Looking for something to do? Go to RO e e
Milwaukee County’s recreation calendar

to see great activities being offered by
area agencies.

http://www.county.milwaukee.gov/recreationcalendar

HAPPENINGS IN THE PARKS!

Boerner Botanical
Gardens

Milworkes County
PARKS
Saturday, August 8 & 12

Growing Gardeners (Ages 3, 4 & 5): Happy
Hummingbirds

10:30 am or 1:00 pm - $15 / $10 Members

What tiny little bird that loves nectar is delighted to be at
the Gardens? Find flowers it enjoys and see if you can
spy a humming bird in the Gardens.

Dates and topics may change. For more information, to
confirm or pre-register, please call 414-525-5675.

IDENTITY THEFT
The Act Of Stealing Your Good Name To
Commit Fraud

Identity theft schemes take numerous forms. They may
be conducted by e-mail, standard mail, telephone or fax.
Thieves may also go through trash looking for discarded
tax returns, bank records, credit card receipts or other
records that contain personal and financial information

Steps to help guard against identity theft:

e Don’t carry your Social Security Number (SSN);
leave it in a secure place.

¢ Only give your SSN when absolutely necessary.

e Your employer and financial institution may need
your SSN for wage and tax reporting purposes.
Don't give a business your SSN just because
they ask for it. Find out why before giving it out.
Ask if other types of identifiers can be used.

e Order a copy of your credit report from the three
credit reporting agencies every year. Make sure

each report is accurate and includes only those
activities you have authorized.

o Make sure charge receipts, copies of credit
applications, insurance forms, bank checks and
statements, expired charge cards, and credit
offers you get in mail are disposed of
appropriately.

e Minimize your identification information and the
number of credit cards carried to what you
actually need.

If your Identification or credit cards are lost or stolen,
notify the creditors by phone immediately, and call the
credit bureaus to ask that a fraud alert be placed in your
file.

Identity theft usually causes immediate financial
losses for the victims, who may also encounter
lingering credit and other problems as a result of the
identity theft.

Federal Trade Commission (FTC) is the central
government clearinghouse for identity theft. The sites
below provide more information.

www.ftc.gov/idtheft or 1-877-1D THEFT
www.irs.gov (keyword search: identity theft)

If you have any further questions regarding this very
important subject, please contact Mark K. Laing, IRS
Tax Specialist, at (414) 231-2149 or e-mail him at
Mark.K.Laing@irs.gov.

ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY
ADVISORY COUNCIL

The Wisconsin Department of Health and Family
Services is seeking representation from people with
disabilities to serve on the statewide Assistive
Technology (AT) Advisory Board. Representatives
should be experienced in using assistive technology.
The AT Advisory Board will provide feedback and advise
to the Department on the operation of 3WisTech,
Wisconsin’s assistive technology program.

Interested consumers should contact Holly Laux
O’Higgins by Friday, August 4™ at 608-266-8905 or
lauxhm@dhfs.state.wi.us .
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SOCIAL SECURITY UPDATES

By Karyl Richson
Social Security Public Affairs Specialist in Milwaukee

THREE BIG MYTHS ABOUT THE SSiI
PROGRAM

Sometimes people are surprised to find that things they
have thought for years were true are actually false. Over
the years | have found that this is often the case with the
Supplemental Security Income program, or SSI. The
following are what | consider the big three myths about
the SSI program — together with the actual truths about
these myths.

Myth: You have to be virtually homeless and
destitute to qualify for SSI.

You have to be aged, blind or disabled to qualify for SSI
— and you also must have little or no income or
resources. But you certainly do not have to be homeless
or destitute because not everything you earn is counted
as income and not everything you own is counted as a
resource.

For example, income includes money received from
wages and pensions, and also such things as food and
shelter. The amount of income you can receive each
month and still be eligible for SSI depends partly on
where you live. You can call us at 1-800-772-1213 (TTY
1-800-325-0778) to find out the income limits in your
state.

As to resources, you can own a home and car and burial
plots and still get benefits. However, other resources,
such as real estate, bank accounts, cash, stocks and
bonds, cannot be worth more than $2,000 if your are
unmarried, or $3,000 if you are married.

Myth: You can get Social Security benefits or SSI
benefits, but you cannot get both.

Actually, some people can get both. As of April 2006,
just over 2.5 million people were receiving both Social
Security and SSI benefit payments.

We count your monthly Social Security benefit as
income when we determine your eligibility for SSI, but
you can still qualify for SSI as long as you meet the
overall income and resource limits. For example,
suppose Joan Jones receives a monthly Social Security
benefit of $300 and has no other income. The SSI
Federal benefit rate is $603, and the first $20 of income
is not counted. So Ms. Jones would be entitled to an SSI
benefit of $323 per month in addition to her Social
Security.

You can get more information about SSI income and
resource limits, and about qualifying for both Social
Security and SSlI, by visiting our website at
www.socialsecurity.gov or by calling us toll-free at 1-800-
772-1213 (TTY 1-800-325-0778) and asking for a copy
of the pamphlet, Supplemental Security Income.

Myth: If you get SSI disability benefit payments,
your SSI payments will stop if you try to go back to
work.

If you are getting SSI disability payments and want to
work, special rules may help you. You may be able to
keep getting SSI payments while you work. As you earn
more money, your SSI payments may be reduced or
stopped, but you may be able to keep your Medicaid
coverage. You also may be able to set aside some
money for a work goal or to go to school. In this case,
the money you set aside will not reduce the amount of
your SSI. Blind or disabled people who apply for SSI
may get free special services to help them work. These
services may include counseling, job training and help in
finding work.

You can get more information by visiting our website at
www.socialsecurity.gov or calling us toll-free at 1-800-
772-1213 (TTY 1-800-325-0778) to get a copy of
Working While Disabled—How We Can Help.

For more information about the SSI program, visit our
website at www.socialsecurity.gov or call us toll-free at
1-800-772-1213 (TTY 1-800-325-0778) and ask for a
copy of the pamphlet, Supplemental Security Income.
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JUST STAY HOME!

Let us help you find the right programs and
services to keep you there comfortably!

Call

ElderLin K

Information and Assistance for Older Adults
24 Hours a Day
289-6874

235 West Galena Street, Suite 180
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53212

For the Disabled Vacationer

Three fully accessible and

55\ ﬁ fumlshcd'cabms dcmgned for

Ri 'SORT the disabled to enjoy.

Wooded trails, 4.5 acre stocked private lake, beach,
fireplace, wildlife, fishing, campfires, TV/DVD/VCR,
Hoyer lifts, kitchenettes, pontoon, wheel-in showers,
air conditioned and heated year-round, along with
peaceful sunsets and tranquil surroundings await you and
your family in a truly accessible Wisconsin resort setting.
www.sunsetpinesresort.com or 1-715-267-6989
Financial Assistance available
With a Lodging Assistance Scholarship through Rock
Creek Disabled Outdoors, Inc., any qualifying customer
can stay at Sunset Pines Resort for a very reduced price.
Visit - www.sunsetpinesresort.com/rcdo
about this very unique program.

Your career. On your terms.

Take charge of your career with business

options that mesh with the lifestyle you desire,

For over two decades, The Entrepreneur's
Source has helped countless people, from
all walks of life, achieve personal and
financial freedom and success.

See the possibilities for yourself. Visit us
online for your FREE report answering the
21 most frequently asked questions about
owning your own business.

" ENTREPRENEURS
oSl ol

“Your success is our only business”

Waukesha Location
262-784-7570

Milwaukee Location
414-967-1340
TheESource.com/SFliess

TheESource.com/KMaegli

" ENTREPRENELRS
OURCE

“Your success is our only business”

Are you.........

« A part of 75% of the adult population
that has a dream of being self sufficient?

« Concerned about the next job layoff?

« In an occupation earmarked for outsourcing?

« Someone who wants to own your own business
but doesn’t know where to begin?

« Willing to learn about your self employment and

business ownership options?

|Contact us for a no obligation, no cost consultation.

Milwaukee Office
Sharon Fliess
414-967-1340
TheEsource.com/SFliess

| Waukesha Office

M Kris Maegli
262-784-7570
TheESource.com/KMaegli
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