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History: Signs/Symptoms: Working Assessment: 
Type of burn:  thermal, electrical,  
     chemical, radiation 
Inhalation injury 
Confined space  
Associated trauma 
Loss of consciousness 

Burn, pain, swelling 
Dizziness/ loss of consciousness 
Hypotension/shock 
Airway compromise/distress 
Singed facial or nasal hair 
Hoarseness 
Soot in airway passages 

1st degree - red and painful 
2nd degree (partial thickness)-  
    blistering  
3rd degree (full thickness) -  
    painless and charred or  
    leather-like appearance 

 

Consider Early Prophylactic Intubation if:
 Burns involve head, neck or chest
 Inhalation injury
 Carbonaceous sputum
 Airway edema, hoarse voice, stridor or wheezing

Routine care for all patients

Refer to Pain Management protocol for 
aggressive pain control

Refer to Airway Management 
Guideline; consider closest ED if 

airway stabilization required

Provide wound care based on 
type of burn

Thermal
 Extinguish fire
 Briefly cool burns with room temp 

water or saline
 Remove wet, smoldering or 

potentially restrictive clothing 
including belts

Chemical
 Remove clothing which can trap or 

hold chemicals
 Flush liquid chemicals with water
 Brush off excess powdered/dry agent 

prior to irrigating
 Attempt to identify agent for special 

treatment considerations

Electrical
 Elevate extremity if involved

Remove all jewelry

Burn Fluid Resuscitation:
 Adults (over 40 kg): 500 mL/hr
 Peds (5 - 12 years 21 - 40 kg): 250 mL/hr
 Peds (Less than 5 years and 20 kg)125 mL/hr: 

Adult >20% TBSA 2º & 3º
Peds >15% TBSA 2º & 3º

Routine Care 

Assess for criteria for transport to burn center:
 Partial thickness burns more than 10% TBSA
 Burns to face, hands, feet, genitalia, perineum or major joints
 3º burns – any age group
 Electrical burns, including lightning injuries
 Chemical burns
 Inhalation injury 

Pt meets any criteria

Patient age less than 12 - transport to CHW
Patient age over 12 – transport to Columbia St. Mary’s - Milwaukee

Transport to closest 
appropriate facility

Yes

No

No

Yes

ILS

1st Responder

BLS

ALS

 
 

NOTES: 
 Burn patients who also sustained major/multiple trauma must be transported to the Trauma Center. 
 Patients who suffered electrical injury must have continuous ECG monitoring en route to the hospital. 
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