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Routine medical care
for all patients

Apply direct pressure to wound;
elevate wound, if possible

Continued
hemorrhage after 5-10 minutes

of direct pressure?

Secure pressure
dressing over wound

Yes

Yes

Transport to closest
appropriate facility

Bleeding
fistula or other

vascular access
device?

Apply tourniquet
while maintaining
direct pressure

Continue direct pressure with
one or two gloved fingers to the

bleeding site until patient is
turned over to receiving facility

No

Yes

Extremity
wound?

Continue direct
pressure

No

Apply bandage as appropriate

Continued
Hemorrhage?

Remove bandage and
re-evaluate wound

Apply precise direct pressure
over wound, if possible

Yes

No

No

Notes:
 Direct pressure is the best method to control bleeding.
 Tourniquets should not be used on limbs with dialysis fistulas except in cases of traumatic

penetration, amputation, or crush injury without response to direct pressure.
 Direct pressure should be applied with a gloved hand and/or pressure dressing.
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