 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1MINUTES OF

LAKEFRONT DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COMMISSION

OF JANUARY 16, 2007 at 4:15 p.m.

at LAKE PARK PAVILION

Commissioners present: 
William Lynch, Chairman
Thomas Frenn, Acting Secretary 

Susan Black, Milwaukee Co. Parks Director 


Gerry Broderick, County Board Supervisor


Robert F. Spindell

Katie Pritchard, President, Village of Whitefish Bay


Michael Maierle, Alternative for Rocky Marcoux, Dept. of City Development


 ____________


Julie Esch, Rep. for County Board Staff (non-member of the Commission)



David Holmes, President of  Friends of Bradford Beach


James Donnelly, Design Office, Ltd.



Deborah Lukovich, Friends of Bradford Beach



Various Members of the Public who did not register


Chairman William Lynch opened the meeting at 4:15 p.m. on January 16, 2007 at Lake Park Pavilion.  Mr. Lynch reviewed the purpose of the Lakefront Development Advisory Commission and the purpose of the meeting.  Although the Commission has not established a quorum requirement, it was noted that the Commission has only seven of nineteen members present.  

The agenda for this meeting called for the further consideration and possible vote on the Friends of Bradford Beach proposal for the development of a watergarden at Bradford Beach. 


The Chairman distributed copies of various e-mailed comments, including those of non-present commissioners, he received regarding the proposed project and summarized the e-mails.  Key questions raised by various persons, including some commissioners, were:  
a) 
financial feasibility of the project, 
b) 
can funds be raised 
c) 
maintenance including long-term maintenance
d)
functional protection or enhancement of the shoreline

e)
effect on the project by changes in the water level

f)
erosion of project material caused by water/sand

Several people commented that the project is not family-friendly.  

Comment is also noted that the project needs to be contrasted with the condition of the site at present (beach with some erosion prevention rocks between grassy areas and the beach).  Comments included that the County Parks Department presently is unlikely to have the capital to do anything to the site in the foreseeable future because of budget constraints.  

Policy issues were raised whether the watergarden would be considered some sort of public art.  

It was also discussed that one of the purposes of the Lakefront Advisory Commission is to bring forth all of the issues so that there is an open discussion with all of the groups before the issues goes forth to the governmental bodies for approval.  It was also noted in this case it is private money being spent and not a choice among various projects, but a private group which is suggesting one specific project at a specific site.  The understanding is that the County Board will not be spending public funds.  This increases the need to give significant weight to the wishes of the donor which benefit the community and are consistent with the criteria established for LDAC.
Definite concern is raised that the approval process can  take too long, hindering/delaying the donation of money and the willingness to come forward to enhance our Parks.  Also on the approval topic a general discussion was had that the whole process for approval through the County, City, DNR, etc. takes too long for private donors that want to help the arts, development, etc. 

It was noted by several of the commissioner that this project appears to meet all of the criteria set forth for the Lakefront Development Advisory Commission to apply for a lakefront project on public land.  

Thomas L. Frenn made a motion, seconded by Bob Spindell,  that a new meeting be set for February 5, 2007 at 4:00 p.m. and the first item on the agenda will be consideration of LDAC’s recommendation on the watergarden project.  It is the consensus of the group present that the project should be approved, but since here is no quorum present a vote is not appropriate.  

The Friends of Bradford Beach will be requested to answer, in writing, by February 5, 2007 each of the questions raised in the discussion so that information can be circulated and posted on the Lakefront Advisory Commission website. The Parks Department will also address the concerns raised about maintenance, its costs and benefits, and who is responsible for it.
Sue Black graciously agreed to have her Park staff send out notices for the February 5th meeting.  A discussion was raised, in general, about staff support for LDAC. It was pointed out that the Milwaukee County Parks Dept. is providing support and has done so for the last several years, but that arrangement is not particularly fair to them.  Questions were raised about other sources of support.  This will be the second item on the agenda at the February 1st meeting.  

It is also raised that each of the commissioners should check with their respective appointing authority as to when their term expires.  

Question was raised whether by-laws should be drafted with the commission attendance requirement since attendance seems to have begun to be a  problem.  This item is also adjourned to the February 5th meeting.  

The meeting was adjourned.







Respectfully submitted, 







_________________________________

Thomas L. Frenn, Acting Secretary 

