
 

Milwaukee County Courthouse • 901 N. 9th St, Rm 201 • Milwaukee, WI 53233 • 414-278-4222 

Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors 

Supervisor Michael Mayo, Sr., District 7 

 
 

 

For Immediate Release October 1, 2015 

Contact:  Bill Zaferos, Public Information Manager 

414/278-4230 or William.zaferos@milwaukeecountywi.gov 

 

SUPERVISOR MICHAEL MAYO, SR. EXPRESSES “SHOCK AND DISAPPOINTMENT” 

 AT COUNTY EXECUTIVE’S REMARKS ABOUT AFRICAN AMERICANS 

“What Was Chris Abele Thinking When He Addressed African American Concerns?” Mayo Asks 

 

Milwaukee County Supervisor Michael Mayo, Sr. today expressed “shock and disappointment” at comments 

made by County Executive Chris Abele when Abele answered a question regarding his plan for dealing with 

problems in the African American community at his budget address. 

 

“I was pleased that the County Executive took the time to answer questions from supervisors, although I am sure 

there were more questions than were allowed to be asked,” Mayo said. “It looked as though he might be willing to 

work with the Board.” 

 

“But I was shocked and deeply disappointed when he answered a question about what he was doing for the 

African American community by saying he was putting more funding in the House of Correction, mental health, 

child support and social services.” 

 

“What was the County Executive thinking when he delivered such an insensitive answer? The first thing he said 

was that he was increasing funding for the House of Correction. I was very offended. The County Executive 

needs to apologize for his remarks.” 

 

Mayo called the County Executive “missing in action” when it came to addressing the needs of the African 

American community in Milwaukee County. 

 

“What do social services and the House of Correction have to do with economic opportunities for African 

Americans?” Mayo said. “Give us a hand up, not a hand out.” 

 

He added that social services benefit everyone in Milwaukee County, not just African Americans. 

 

“Where did he get the idea that an increase in funding for social services benefited only African Americans?” 

Mayo said. “What was he thinking when he addressed African American concerns? He was clearly shooting from 

the hip when he should have given a more thoughtful answer.” 

 

“The County Executive needs to look at the way he thinks about the African American community and deal with 

the real issues.” 
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