Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors

Supervisor Patricia Jursik, District 8

For Immediate Release November 6, 2014
Contact: Bill Zaferos, Public Information Manager
414/278-4230 or William.zaferos@milwaukeecountywi.gov

SUPERVISOR PATRICIA JURSIK CALLS SOUTHRIDGE BUS STOP DEAL A “COMPROMISE”
Says New Bus Stops Will Move People Closer to Mall;
Indicates Former Bus Stop at Mall Entrance Stop Was Not Possible

Milwaukee County Supervisor Patricia Jursik said today that a compromise agreement on the location of a new
bus stop at Southridge Mall was “the best option that was possible” in resolving the issue.

The Transportation, Public Works and Transit Committee approved the compromise on a 4-3 vote and the full
Board approved it on a 14-3 vote.

According to an agreement between the County and Southridge management, the compromise “will move the
current stop west about 200 feet, to the corner of the ring road and the parking lot access road. This would
eliminate the worst of walkway issues, including eliminating the need to cross the access road and the temptation
to set out diagonally across the parking lot. Work is required to make the corner suitable for a bus stop. The
walkway will be improved with the addition of traffic markers for at least a portion of its length; the curb on the
west side of the walk will remain in place. In addition, a second bus stop will be added at the south end of the
mall, about 350 feet from the building. Southridge will construct a dedicated ADA compliant walkway from this
stop to the mall. The walkway will be set off for now with traffic markers and future improvements are expected.”

Southridge management, Simon Property Group, of Indianapolis, moved regular bus stops at the mall entrance on
Nov. 1, 2013, requiring people to walk 1,000 ft. from the replacement bus stop to the mall entrance. The new
stops will be closer to the mall but will not replace the former stop at the mall entrance.

“This compromise agreement is the best option possible,” Jursik said. “We cannot get Southridge to agree to re-
establish the former bus stop at the mall entrance. The new stops will be much safer than the former stop 1,000 ft.
from the mall entrance that was established last year.

“Now bus riders, especially those with disabilities, will have a safer route to the mall entrance. We must respect
everyone’s rights, including those of bus riders, and this compromise agreement will provide for stops at the mall
that respect those rights.”

Jursik said that while not all community disabled and aging groups involved in the dispute with Southridge
support the new stops, there was no other option.

“The fact is we weren’t going to get the mall entrance bus stop back,” Jursik said. “After more than a year of
negotiations, | am pleased that we could come to a compromise agreement that makes everyone safer at
Southridge.”
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