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County Board Committees
➤  Vice-Chair, health & human Needs
➤  Parks, energy, & environment  
➤  intergovernmental Relations
➤  �Transportation, Public works & Transit
➤  Commission on aging
➤  Research Park Board 
➤  information Technology
➤  lakefront Development advisory 

Commission

Community Memberships
➤  Bay View Neighborhood association
➤  UMoS Community Service Block 

grant advisory Committee
➤  Bay View historical Society
➤  South Shore Park watch
➤   Bay View lions Club 
➤  Clarke Square weed and Seed
➤   inter-organizational 

Council of Bay View
➤  Bay View high School alumni assn.
➤  9to5, National association 

of working women
➤  South Side Scholarship Foundation
➤  City of Milwaukee 

affordable housing Task Force
➤  The association of  

Marquette University women
➤  Sierra Club
➤   emerge wisconsin
➤  american Council of 

young Political leaders
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Milwaukee, wi 53233
(414) 278-4232

marina.dimitrijevic@milwcnty.com
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Dear Neighbors,

Thank you for allowing me to continue to serve you, it is truly an honor.  i 
would like to wish you and your family happy holidays and hopes for a 
great 2011!

in this newsletter, you will find the good and bad news about Milwaukee 
County’s 2011 adopted Budget.  you will also receive a positive update 
on my green Print legislation and my efforts to make Milwaukee County 
government more accessible and transparent.

lastly, i am pleased to announce to you some solutions i led the effort on 
that will improve the delivery of mental health services in Milwaukee County. 

as always, feel free to contact me directly with your comments and questions 
regarding Milwaukee County.  as an additional way to actively represent 
you, i send out e-newsletters.  Please e-mail me your request to be added to 
our list for important updates. i look forward to hearing from you!

Proudly representing Milwaukee’s near  
South Side and Bay View Neighborhoods
P.S. once again, i am proud to continue the trend i started at the County 
Board last year by printing my newsletter on 100% recycled paper.
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new Clean Diesel 
Buses Arrive in 

Milwaukee
You might have seen the new 

environmentally-friendly buses added 
to the Milwaukee County Transit 

System fleet this year.  The first of 90 
new Clean Diesel vehicles arrived at 
the end of June.  55 of these buses 
were purchased with stimulus funds 

made available through the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act.  

Milwaukee County will purchase an 
additional 35 buses in 2011.  The 

buses are equipped with a new after-
treatment system to provide near-zero 
emissions and excellent fuel economy.

Photos from left to right: Supervisor Dimitrijevic helps cut the ribbon to welcome new businesses to our neighborhood. She is pictured with Layton 
Boulevard West Neighbors at El Rey de Pollo located on 35th and National. Supervisors Dimitrijevic and Harris presented to the 9to5 National 

Association of Working Women in November on “the Status of Women in Milwaukee County”.

Marina in the Community

iMportAnt inforMAtion!
Through the Zilber Neighborhood Initiative, Layton Boulevard West Neighbors Inc. has been awarded 

$875,000 over four years to develop and implement a comprehensive community development 
plan. This generous investment will result in a very specific roadmap with concrete action plans 
to create additional, sustainable change in our neighborhood.  LBWN is asking each neighbor, 

stakeholder, and partner to participate in this year-long planning process. Please contact Dan Adams 
at 383-9038, ext. 2305 or daniel@lbwn.org.
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Overcoming Another Irresponsible Budget
in November, Supervisor Dimitrijevic hosted district listening sessions to discuss the 2011 Milwaukee County Budget presented by County executive Scott 
walker.  while many programs were preserved, walker once again chose to balance the budget with $25 million in savings not yet achieved through wage 
and benefit reductions. while some may wish to see these reductions, balancing a budget on a failed labor strategy and accounting for the savings is highly 
irresponsible. The County is required by law to negotiate labor contracts with unions, not just place fantasy savings in the budget that require service cuts later. 

Milwaukee County to Construct  
New Mental Health Complex

i am pleased to announce that the County Board has adopted landmark 
legislation creating a roadmap to constructing a new, state-of-the-art 
Mental health Complex on the County grounds. i co-authored this 
resolution, which was adopted by a supermajority of the County Board 
and recently signed into law. after a long debate over the past few years, 
we have finally made progress on how we will better serve persons with 
mental illness in our community. 

a new facility will allow for improved patient oversight and a higher level 
of safety for both patients and staff. The current Mental health Complex 
was built in the 1970s, and was recently cited for more than 100 code 
violations, costing $1.8 million to fix.  its dated design does not allow for 
modern patient care practices and contains some safety concerns, which 
make it difficult to attract top-notch doctors and nurses.

our roadmap calls for the formation of a Special Committee to gather 
input from the community and outside experts to study the size of the 
new facility, along with the projected cost, potential funding sources, and 
possible locations. approximately $10.8 million is in the 2011 budget for 
the planning, design and construction of a new facility.  

Mental health care should not be isolated. it makes sense to build a new 
facility on the County grounds, which already contains a significant 
concentration of health care institutions.

-- Supervisor Marina Dimitrijevic

“Green Print” Saves $800,000, 
100 Million Gallons of Water
Milwaukee County’s green Print legislation, authored by Supervisor 
Dimitrijevic in 2007, is continuing to deliver major improvements and 
taxpayer savings.  as a result, Supervisor Dimitrijevic is happy to share 
with you some exciting milestones recently achieved in Milwaukee 
County.  “on average, the County’s energy efficient upgrades will pay for 
themselves after just eight years.  after that, it’s pure savings,” Supervisor 
Dimitrijevic said.  “as we continue along this path and pay off the 
upgrades, we will save millions of dollars in the future.”

	 •  Reduced the County’s annual electricity consumption by $800,000
	 •   Reduced greenhouse gas emissions by 6,500 tons per year, the 

equivalent of removing more than 1,500 vehicles from the road or 
planting 1,600 acres of trees

	 •   Zoo: Reduced water consumption by more than 100 million gallons 
per year; added solar panels to power the admission booths; 
installed solar-powered water heating system at the aquatic-Reptile 
Center, and added a green roof

	 •   airport: 25 tons of construction waste recycled; energy-efficient 
sensor-controlled leD lighting installed

	 •   Transit and Parks: clean-diesel buses purchased with federal stimulus 
dollars; enhanced recycling efforts; sustainable parks bathrooms; 
purchase of more hybrid vehicles

a new website dedicated to the green Print is now available to educate 
and promote efficiency efforts to employees and the public, in hopes of 
increased participation. 

http://county.milwaukee.gov/DPw/MilwaukeeCountysgreenPrint.htm

CAMPAIGN FINANCE REPORTS NOW AVAILABLE ONLINE
Supervisor Dimitrijevic led the way for Milwaukee County to provide campaign  
finance reports on the internet.  Previously, citizens traveled to the Courthouse  

to obtain the documents.

“With this change, the County Election Commission now posts all campaign finance 
reports from citizens and elected officials online and is developing a long-term system 

for allowing these reports to be filed electronically,” Supervisor Dimitrijevic said.

Earlier this year, Supervisor Dimitrijevic announced that a new legislative workflow 
program, called Legistar, will soon provide online access to all legislation being 

considered by the County Board.  The Legistar program will be launched in early 2011 
and is being implemented in partnership with the City of Milwaukee.

“These enhancements are long overdue, and I’m glad the County Board voted to  
allow more sunshine in to the operations of County government.”

http://county.milwaukee.gov/CountyElectionCommission/
CampaignFinanceReportsMain.htm

Supervisor Dimitrijevic, joined by her colleagues on the County Board, announced the plan 
to build a new Mental Health Complex in August.

Since Supervisor Dimitrijevic was elected in 2004, inflation in Milwaukee has averaged 2.68% annually.  During that time,  
the average annual tax levy increase has been 2.98%, which is lower than many other local taxing authorities.

HERE IS THE GOOd ANd BAd NEWS ABOuT THE 2011 MILWAukEE COuNTy BudGET

THE GOOd NEWS:

The 2011 Milwaukee County adopted Budget is not perfect, but  
is much better than the one represented by the County executive.

➤   The Board’s adopted Budget includes more realistic wage 
and benefit savings

 ➤   Requires employees to pay 4% of their wages to the 
County as a pension contribution

 ➤   Pension benefit was also reduced by 20% last year 
for non-represented employees and elected officials

 ➤   Up to 26 unpaid furlough days for union-represented 
employees if union contract is not achieved

➤    Preserved funding for the Community Justice Resource Center, 
as an alternative to more expensive incarceration 

➤   approved using $10 million to develop a roadmap for 
constructing a new, Mental health Complex

➤    Reversed the County executive’s proposed late night 
and early morning transit cuts, which would have cut in 
424,000 rides

➤   Provide $7 million to repair o’Donnell Pavilion

THE BAd NEWS:

➤   Structural deficit remains
➤   2011 Budget still relies heavily on wage and benefit concessions 

that must be negotiated, and a labor contract is not likely by 
January 1, 2011

➤   County still needs dedicated funding for parks and transit
➤   Milwaukee County relies heavily on the State Budget, which has 

not yet been adopted. This could have a major impact on shared 
revenue and other programs

IMPACT ON THE 4TH dISTRICT:

➤   Pulaski indoor Pool will remain open
➤   New playground installed in 2010 at Baran Park
➤   Preserved funds for stabilization/naturalization of South Shore 

Park bluff 
➤   added funds to study relocation/reopening of South Shore 

Beach 


