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Chairwoman Marina Dimitrijevic 

Dear Friends, 

We’ve held two “OUR” Milwaukee County sessions so far, and the response has 
been very positive.  People are really concerned and, in many cases, passionate 
about County government.  The message has been clear: The overwhelming 
majority of those at the sessions want to see improvements in county government, 
but they want change to be generated at the local, not state level.  We will 
continue to hold these sessions in an effort to give everyone in Milwaukee County 
a voice in improving County government. 

These OUR Milwaukee County sessions represent an inclusive process designed to 
get local input on County government reform, in contrast to the closed process on 
the legislative track in Madison. So far those in Madison pushing a bill to reform 
Milwaukee County government have yet to commit to public hearings. 

Another important development was the agreement between the War Memorial 
and the Milwaukee Art Museum to make much-needed improvements to the War 
Memorial. I’m pleased that this historic agreement will clear the way for the Art 
Museum’s planned $15 million and the 
county’s planned $10 million investment for 
improvements. 

I invite you to watch our meetings online here.  
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OUR Milwaukee County Reform Plan 
County Board Chairwoman Marina Dimitrijevic and 
Supervisors announced the launch of “OUR Milwaukee 
County,” a local government reform initiative, at the MLK 
Community Center, located at 1531 W. Vliet St., in 
Milwaukee. 

The word “OUR” of OUR Milwaukee County stands for 
“Outreach for Unified Reform.” The goals are to discuss 
reform of Milwaukee County government and to create 
dialogue and listening sessions, inviting everyone whose 
daily lives are touched by Milwaukee County government. 

“We are delivering on the promise of government reform 
discussion that is local and inclusive,” said Chairwoman 
Dimitrijevic. “We are eager to listen to our constituents – 
people who live throughout Milwaukee County – to hear 
their ideas for efficiency and effectiveness. It’s time to 
think big.” 

The initiative, which proposes a consistent agenda 
designed to spark discussion and debate, is set to include 
a series of town hall meetings in all 18 Supervisory 
districts throughout the months of February and March as 
well as a nighttime public hearing in March. 

The areas for discussion as outlined in the proposed 
agenda include: County Governance, Services 
Consolidation, Funding Sources and Mental Health. 

In sharp contrast to the reform plans floated to-date by a 
select few, the OUR Milwaukee initiative will involve the 
active participation of local, community partners, such as 
religious groups, business leaders, members of African-
American and Hispanic organizations, health care 
advocates and others.  

To learn more of the plan, please click here to see an 
outline. 

SEVERAL “OUR MILWAUKEE COUNTY” LISTENING 
SESSIONS SET 

Proposed Agenda to Focus on Countywide Governance, 
Consolidated Services,  Transit, Parks & Cultural 
Attractions Funding and Mental Health   

The Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors is pleased to 
announce the first round of listening sessions of the “OUR 
Milwaukee County” government reform discussion. 

Listening sessions currently scheduled include: 

Tuesday, March 19 at 6:30 p.m. 
North Shore Library, 6800 N. Port Washington Rd., 
Glendale 
Supervisor Theodore Lipscomb, Sr. 

Tuesday March 19 at 6:30 p.m. 
Evangel Assembly of God, Chapel area, 9920 W. Good 
Hope Rd., Milwaukee 
Supervisor Deanna Alexander 

http://county.milwaukee.gov/ImageLibrary/Groups/cntySupervisors/cntybrdnewsreleases/2013/OURMilwaukeeCountyplan.pdf�
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War Memorial, Art Museum Accord 
Chairwoman Marina Dimitrijevic stated on Tuesday, 
March 12th, that an accord between The Milwaukee Art 
Museum and The Milwaukee County War Memorial, Inc. is 
an important agreement that helps insure the long-term 
future of  the buildings and grounds of both entities. 

“I’m pleased that we could bring this agreement 
together,” she said. “It was important that we brought in 
former Wisconsin Supreme Court Justice Janine Geske to 
mediate the discussion between the two groups. Justice 
Geske proved to be a key to successful negotiations, and 
I’m pleased that this historic agreement will clear the way 
for the Art Museum’s planned $15 million and the county’s 
planned $10 million investment for improvements. 

“This agreement is a win-win-win for the Milwaukee Art 
Museum, the War Memorial and the residents  of 
Milwaukee County, especially our veterans. We are 
grateful to Justice Geske and to the negotiating teams for 
their extraordinary and efficient work." 

Support for Board at Wilson Park 
South Side Seniors Overwhelmingly Oppose County 
Board Downsizing, by Lisa Kaiser of the Shepherd 
Express. Read more HERE 

Above: members from the War Memorial and Milwaukee Art Museum 
stand with Chairwoman Dimitrijevic and Justice Geske. 

Lower two images: pictures from the Committee of the Whole Meeting 
on March 12, 2013. MMAC President Tim Sheehy presents his insight 
to the County Board. 

Below: pictures from the OUR Milwaukee County public meeting at 
Wison Park Senior Center. 
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Great Midwest Home Improvement Loans 
How would you like to get a low-interest loan up to 
$5,000 to help fix that leaky roof, install new windows or 
upgrade heating and cooling equipment? 

Great Midwest Bank is offering loans at rates as low as 
2.99% to any property owner in Silver City, Burnham 
Park or Layton Park.  There are no income restrictions, but 
certain other eligibility requirements do apply. 
(Flyers: English / Spanish) 

For more information, please contact Cyndie Higgins 
at 414.352.3710, or  
cyndie.higgins@greatmidwestbank.com.  In Spanish, 
please contact Ana Butschli at 414.282.2800 
or ana.butschli@greatmidwestbank.com. 

For more information about all available home 
improvement resources, please visit the Housing 
Resources section of our website.   

Neighborhood Job Postings  
This month, we bring you the latest neighborhood job 
postings.  By working close to home, you will not only save 
money on gas for your car, but also not have to struggle 
through those rush hour commutes anymore.   

Wild Flour Bakery (2800 W Lincoln Ave) 
Farmers Market Assistants - $10/hour.  Starting in May 
(Wednesday thru Sunday).  Contact: Dolly Mertens (414-
831-1692 or dolly@wildflour.net) 

Walmart (W Greenfield Avenue and Miller Park Way) 
Multiple Positions for New Store Opening 

To Apply: Online / Call: 414.643.1252 / In Person: 
Hiring Center - 2101 S 37th St - 8:00am-5:00pm (Mon-
Fri) 

Maynard Steel Casting Co. (2856 s 27th St) 
Foundry Engineer and Maintenance Superintendent 

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel (4001 W Burnham St) 
Mailer 
Distribution Assistants 
Redelivery Driver  

Joy Global (4400 W National Ave) 
Machinists and Welders 

UEC Summer Camps 
It's not too early to start thinking about summertime activi-
ties for your children.  One great option right here in the 
neighborhood is the Urban Ecology Summer Camps. 

A variety of camp activities are being offered that will 
allow your children to explore the outdoors this summer. 
As they explore the natural world together, campers gain 
outdoor skills and ecological intelligence. By learning 
about science and art through fun, outdoor activities, 
campers will be better prepared for the school year. 

 Registration is filling up quickly, so apply online today!  If 
you have questions, please contact the Menomonee Valley 
Branch of the Urban Ecology Center at 414.431.2940. 

Resources for Homebuyers  
Whether you are looking to buy your first home or you 
are an existing homeowner looking to reduce your 
mortgage payments, Select Milwaukee is a trusted 
neighborhood partner that can assist you. 

If you are interested in purchasing a home, they offer 
weekly homebuyer orientations in both English and 
Spanish where you can learn about all the resources 
available for home purchase including counseling, down 
payment assistance grants and funds that can help with 
renovations of your new home.  Click here for a flier with 
all details.  If you have any questions, please contact 
Select Milwaukee at 414.562.5070. 

If you are looking to modify your mortgage to lower your 
monthly payment, interest rate, or amount owed, Select 
Milwaukee can also assist you with that.  Click here for 
more details.  If you are interested in these mortgage 
modification resources, please contact Select Milwaukee 
at 414.299.3619 or refi@selectmilwaukee.org. 

Free Preparation 
The Tax Deadline will be here sooner than you think and 
to help you prepare your taxes, the Social Development 
Commission is offering its Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 
(VITA) program.  If your household income was less than 
$56,000 last year, you can qualify. 

Click here for more details or call 414.963.2694.  
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