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Milwaukee County Courthouse
901 N. 9th Street, RM 201 
Milwaukee, WI 53233-1425

Supervisor 
Lipscomb invites 

you to enjoy

Free Milwaukee County 
attractions!

Complimentary admission to 
Milwaukee County Residents 
only with a valid photo ID  

on the following days:

Free the first Thursday  
of every month

Free for all visitors
Visit www.mam.org for more information

Free on Mondays  
from 9:00 a.m. - noon

Excludes major holidays

Visit www.milwaukeedomes.org  
for more information

2014 Free Days:  
January 4, February 1, March 1,  

April 5, November 1 & December 6
Special Holidays: 

Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day
& New Year’s Day

Visit www.milwaukeezoo.org  
for more information

Theodore Lipscomb, Sr.
Milwaukee County 

1st District Supervisor

901 N. 9th Street, RM 201 
Milwaukee, WI 53233-1425

(414) 278-4280 
theodore.lipscomb@milwcnty.com

CommiTTee ASSignmenTS
Judiciary, Safety & General Services 

(Chair)
Finance, Personnel & Audit 

Transportation, Public Works & Transit

AppoinTmenTS
Milwaukee County Research Park 

Corporation Board
Milwaukee Public Library  

Board of Trustees 
(Financial Secretary)

Wisconsin Counties Association 
Board of Directors

WINTER 20131ST DiSTriCT

Dear Neighbor, 

When County Executive Chris Abele shared his 2014 Recommended Budget with the County 
Board in September, it was unbalanced due to a series of errors and omissions totaling more 
than $3 million.  As a member of the Finance Committee, I worked diligently to fix the budget  
in a responsible manner.

I am proud to say that the County Board has reached agreement on a $1.3 billion budget 
that does not raise the tax levy for 2014. Under the Adopted Budget, the county portion of the 
property tax levy will remain at the 2013 level of $279,321,196. Your property taxes are the result 
of the levy assessed by all local taxing authorities and your property’s assessed value relative  
to all taxable properties within your municipality and Milwaukee County.

Through a series of amendments, including many that I authored or cosponsored, the  
County Board developed a more responsible budget. The Adopted Budget invests additional 
money in critical community mental health services; funds the maintenance, improvement 
and operation of two indoor pools that were slated to close; expands funding for homeless 
shelters while providing less than requested for the County Executive’s personal security 
services; ensures that transit services will continue uninterrupted; and makes several cuts in 
administrative salaries and related bureaucracy.  Finally, overall spending and borrowing by 
Milwaukee County will decrease in 2014.

Sincerely,

Theodore Lipscomb, Sr. 
Milwaukee County Supervisor, 1st District

If you would like to receive monthly updates on County 
news and events in our community, sign up for my 
e-newsletter at milwaukee.gov/Lipscomb



2014 BuDgeT upDATe

Voted in favor of the amendment, which passed 
unanimously

Authored the amendment to add the project starting in 
2014. The amendment passed unanimously

Authored the amendment, which passed 17 to 1, to ensure 
quality uninterrupted transit service beyond 2014. The CEX 
vetoed this measure, and was overridden by the Board

Authored the amendment, which was approved 15 to 3

Co-sponsored the amendment to ensure adequate 
resources for public safety. The CEX partially vetoed this 
amendment, and was overriden by the Board

1)   Co-sponsored the ShotSpotter amendment
2)   Supported the additional MCFLS funding, which will 

benefit all library systems in the County
3)   Both of these amendments were unsuccessfully vetoed 

by the CEX

1)   Co-sponsor of the CSP amendment, which was vetoed 
by the CEX. The veto was overridden by the Board

2)  Voted in favor of the BHD amendment

Co-sponsored the amendment on employee benefits 
and capping administrative salaries. The CEX vetoed this 
ammendment, based on a claim that he cannot be limited 
in paying political appointees. He was overridden by the 
Board

Authored the amendment in light of $800,000 in federal 
cuts to emergency shelter funding and in recognition that 
the CEX should have reasonable  security provisions. This 
amendment passed unanimously, and was unsuccessfully 
vetoed by the CEX

Passed an amendment that would keep both pools open 
and operating

Passed an amendment adding funds for the design and 
engineering of Milwaukee River Parkway from Bender Rd. to 
Good Hope Rd.

Affirmed the extension of the MTS contract through 2014 and 
transitions operation and management of transit in-house if a 
contract is not approved by April 2014

Passed an amendment that corrected the $1.5 million error, 
while still reducing fares by $0.50

1)   Restored partial funding; maintained some cuts  
2)   Restored Emergency Management, 911 communications 

and the training academy to the Sheriff’s Office
3)   Rejected the the MPD patrol plan and instead restored 

Deputy Sheriff positions to provide safety in our parks

1)   Allocated $175,000 for ShotSpotter with the expectation 
that the City of Milwaukee would match that funding

2)   Funded an additional $100,000 for MCFLS to purchase 
updated software

1)   Denied the outsourcing of CSP and the related 
abolishment of 45 full-time positions 

2)   Supported the move to community placements, but 
created a safety net to ensure a responsible transition

1)   Restructured the FSA as a matching contribution, modified 
the dental program and healthcare premiums

2)   Compromised at a 1% raise
3)   Capped most administrators’ salaries at $120,000, 

comparable to their State counterparts

1)  Granted $100,000 for security from the Sheriff’s Office                                             
2)   Allocated the remaining $300,000 to increase emergency 

shelter funding for the homeless

Proposed the closure of two indoor pools (Noyes & Pulaski), 
replacing them with a new splash pad and skate park

No proposal to reconstruct the parkway.   The Parks 
department lists this project as possible in 2019 or later, 
despite a very low pavement evaluation rating

Proposed no major route changes in the 2014 Budget, but 
is looking at changing transit management from Milwaukee 
Transportation Services (MTS) to an out-of-state for-profit 
contractor

Proposed reducing paratransit fares by $1.00, but this 
change was underfunded by $1.5 million. As a result, CEX 
Abele’s proposed budget was not balanced for 2014

1)  Proposed $12 million in cuts to the Sheriff’s Office
2)   Moved several functions including Emergency 

Management, 911/Dispatch and the Sheriff’s Training 
Academy under CEX control

3)   Proposed paying the Milwaukee Police Department 
(MPD) to patrol parks inside city limits

1)   Proposed $350,000 allocation for the ShotSpotter 
program, a system that targets firearm crimes within the 
City of Milwaukee

2)   Proposed flat funding of $66,500 for the Milwaukee 
County Federated Library System (MCFLS)

1)   Proposed out-sourcing the Community Support Program 
(CSP)                                    

2)   Shift the Behavioral Health Division’s (BHD) Acute 
Treatment services to the community

1)   Proposed to cut the employee flex spending account 
(FSA) and dental plan, while drastically raising premiums                                                      

2)  Proposed a 2% raise for all employees
3)   Eliminated step increases

Proposed $400,000 in added funding for personal security 
services
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County executive (Cex) Abele
2014 BUDGET PROPOSAL

Supervisor Lipscomb
BUDGET AMENDMENTS & VOTES

County Board of Supervisors
2014 ADOPTED BUDGETBuDgeT AnD poLiCy iSSueS


