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By Supervisor Weishan  1 

 2 

A RESOLUTION 3 

opposing the plan by the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District to pay approximately 4 

$41.1 million to the City of Franklin for the costs related to building the Ryan Creek 5 

Interceptor project 6 

    7 

   WHEREAS, according to a draft report from the Southeastern Wisconsin Regional 8 

Planning Commission (“SEWRPC”), the City of Franklin (“City”) requested that SEWRPC 9 

revise the City’s sanitary sewer service area to add lands in the south central and 10 

southwestern areas of the City to the planned service area; and 11 

 12 

 WHEREAS, the expansion of the planned sanitary sewer service area would enable 13 

the City to move forward with the proposed Ryan Creek interceptor sewer, which would 14 

serve most of the south-central and southwestern areas of the City; and 15 

 16 

WHEREAS, the Ryan Creek interceptor would ultimately provide sewer service to 17 

approximately 24 percent of the land area in the City of Franklin that is not included to the 18 

Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District (MMSD) interceptor sewers and the MMSD 19 

South Shore wastewater treatment plant; and 20 

 21 

WHEREAS, the resident population of the proposed sewer expansion area is 440 22 

people, or approximately 1.25 percent of the City’s total population of 35,451 residents; 23 

and 24 

 25 

WHEREAS, on January 25, 2010, MMSD approved an addendum to the 2020 26 

Facilities Plan regarding the Franklin/Muskego Metropolitan Interceptor Sewer project “in 27 

order to comply with facilities planning requirements and preserve funding eligibility for 28 

this project;” and 29 

 30 

WHEREAS, on September 27, 2010, MMSD approved an amendment to the 2010 31 

Capital Budget authorizing the Executive Director of MMSD “to enter into an 32 

Intergovernmental Cooperation Agreement with the City of Franklin for design and 33 

construction of the Ryan Creek Interceptor project consistent with the recommendations; 34 

and 35 

 36 

WHEREAS, the Intergovernmental Agreement would repay the City of Franklin a 37 

“purchase amount (which) shall be the principal amount of Franklin’s Clean Water Loan 38 

Fund Loan, plus interest calculated using the actual interest rate, with the total amount 39 

estimated at this time to be $41.1 million, with payments by the District commencing in 40 

2015;” and 41 

42 
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WHEREAS, many communities and homeowners already within the MMSD service 43 

area have experienced flooding that could be mitigated by capital improvements by 44 

MMSD that have not been authorized due to lack of funds; and 45 

 46 

WHEREAS, by agreeing to install sewer service to an area of the City of Franklin that 47 

is sparsely inhabited in order to encourage speculative development, especially in light of 48 

the current economic climate, MMSD is placing a higher priority on spending its limited 49 

capital improvement dollars on expansion than other much needed flood mitigation and 50 

pollution control projects; and 51 

 52 

WHEREAS, the State of Wisconsin Clean Water Fund Program provides taxpayer 53 

subsidized revolving loans to local communities to “ensure that municipalities are able to 54 

address the highest priority water quality problems,” and to “direct funds to the state’s most 55 

urgent water quality and public health needs;” and 56 

 57 

WHEREAS, given the sewer overflow discharges by MMSD into Lake Michigan and 58 

chronic flooding of communities already within the MMSD service area, spending scarce 59 

public funds now to build the Ryan Creek Interceptor for speculative economic 60 

development purposes should be delayed until other available lands in the City of 61 

Franklin, which are already in the MMSD area, are developed; now, therefore, 62 

 63 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors hereby opposes 64 

the proposal by the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District to reimburse the City of 65 

Franklin and, in turn, the State of Wisconsin Clean Water Fund Program, up to $41.1 66 

million beginning in 2015 for the development of the Ryan Creek Interceptor sewer 67 

extension to serve a current population of 440 people, many of which are opposed to the 68 

project; and 69 

 70 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this sewer project should be reconsidered by 71 

MMSD in the future when available lands in the City of Franklin already served by MMSD 72 

are developed and allow the monies to better used in the immediate future for flood 73 

control and pollution prevention in areas already in the district; and 74 

 75 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that at this time, Milwaukee County is opposed to the 76 

City of Franklin’s use of eminent domain to acquire private land for the Ryan Creek 77 

Interceptor project over the objection of the landowner; and 78 

 79 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Director of Intergovernmental Relations is 80 

authorized and directed to present this resolution to the officials in the City of Franklin, the 81 

Intergovernmental Cooperation Council, MMSD and the Wisconsin Department of Natural 82 

Resources. 83 
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By Supervisor Harris  1 

 2 

A RESOLUTION 3 

requesting that the State of Wisconsin waive the fee to obtain a birth certificate for 4 

individuals that need it to obtain a photo identification to vote 5 

    6 

   WHEREAS, 2011 Wisconsin Act 23 makes changes to election laws relating to 7 

requiring certain identification in order to vote at a polling place or by absentee ballot, 8 

amongst other changes; and 9 

 10 

WHEREAS, Act 23, commonly known as “Voter ID” legislation, allows an elector to 11 

obtain a free identification card from the State Department of Transportation (“DOT”) if the 12 

applicant is eligible to obtain an identification card and the elector requests that the card 13 

be provided without charge for purposes of voting; and  14 

 15 

WHEREAS, in order to obtain an identification card, individuals may need to secure 16 

a copy of a vital record, such as a birth certificate from the County Register of Deeds 17 

Office; and 18 

 19 

WHEREAS, by state statute, the Register of Deeds must charge $20 for the first copy 20 

($3 for additional copies of the same record) of a certified birth certificate; and 21 

 22 

WHEREAS, the $20 in revenue for a birth certificate is apportioned as follows: $7 to 23 

the State Children’s Trust Fund, $8 to State Vital Records revenue and $5 remains as 24 

general revenue within the Register of Deeds office; and 25 

  26 

WHEREAS, the Register of Deeds provided 29,130 certified first copy birth 27 

certificates in 2010; and 28 

 29 

WHEREAS, the State of Wisconsin should also allow individuals who first need to 30 

obtain a birth certificate in order to get a free photo identification to vote to obtain one at 31 

no cost; now, therefore, 32 

 33 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors hereby urges the 34 

Wisconsin State legislature and Governor to waive the statutorily required fees for 35 

individuals to obtain a birth certificate in order to secure a photo identification to vote; and 36 

  37 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Director of Intergovernmental Relations is 38 

authorized and directed to communicate this resolution to the Milwaukee County 39 

legislative delegation, appropriate legislative leaders and the Governor. 40 

  41 
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