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County Board Adopts a 2007
Budget that Maintains Public
Safety and the Parks
Overrides County Executive Walker’s Veto of Entire Budget

On November 6, the Milwaukee County Board of

Supervisors approved a 2007 Milwaukee County

Budget that preserves critical programs and services

while holding down the property tax levy.  I voted

for the budget because it was a tremendous

improvement from the one proposed by the County

Executive which slashed funding for public safety,

parks and other County services.  

The County Executive took the unusual step of

vetoing the entire budget rather than individual

amendments made by the County Board.  On

November 16, I joined 13 other Supervisors to

override County Executive Walker’s veto of the

entire budget.  The veto was overridden 14-5 and the

2007 Budget was approved as originally passed.    

I supported several restorations to the County

Budget, primarily related to courts, public safety and

the parks.  My constituents have made it clear to me

that Sheriff park patrols, tough drug enforcement and

prosecution of criminal activity are a top priority.   I

voted to restore funding to help maintain our

beautiful parks and cultural facilities that add so

much to our quality of life.  This

included a revised aquatics plan

that will allow neighborhood

pools to be kept open and full-time staff to keep the

parks looking great.  

I also strongly supported the inclusion of the County

Paramedic program in the 2007 Budget.  This

program provides advanced lifesaving services to our

community and is recognized as one of the best in

the nation.  I also voted for a package of initiatives

focused on enhancing permanent housing for persons

with mental illness.  Although often overshadowed

by other issues, almost 50% of the County Budget is

devoted to providing safety net services to the most

vulnerable citizens in our community, especially

children, seniors and the mentally ill.

I am in favor of contracts with our represented public

employees that ensure quality services and programs

are provided at a price we can afford.  The County’s

current wage and benefit proposal includes greater

employee participation in health care insurance costs

and giving up the infamous pension “backdrop”
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In recognition of its historic architectural

significance, the Milwaukee County Historical

Society at its Annual Meeting held on November 20,

2006 designated Lake Park as an official Milwaukee

County Landmark. An honorary citation introduced

by Milwaukee County Supervisor Gerry Broderick

and passed by the Milwaukee County Board on

November 2, 2006 was also presented   Accepting

the Landmark Certificate on behalf of the

Milwaukee County Department of Parks, Recreation

and Culture, pictured left to right include: Nancy

Baker, Marcia Coles, Joanne Barndt, Dolores

Knopfelmacher and Supervisor Gerry Broderick.

Lake Park Designation as Milwaukee County Landmark

provision that was granted in the last labor package.

We simply cannot ask taxpayers to pay more for

employee fringe benefits while they receive less in

County services and programs.

The 2007 Budget contains total expenditures of

$1.28 billion and a property tax levy of $241

million, which is an $8.4 million increase from the

2006 Adopted Budget.  The property tax rate per

$1,000 of equalized value is $3.91, which is a

decrease of 32 cents per $1,000 from 2006.  For

example, an average City of Milwaukee home

assessed at $116,600 last year, and approximately

$131,000 this year after the reassessment, can expect

a County property tax levy increase of

approximately $33.02.

These are just a few of the highlights contained in
the 2007 Milwaukee County Budget.  Please feel
free to contact me for additional information.



In the last issue of this newsletter I highlighted how

tax avoidance practices employed by over 80% of

Wisconsin’s banks have cost our state $70 million

a year over the last decade.

If you found that disturbing, brace yourself for

information recently provided by Dr. Jack Norman

of the Institute for Wisconsin’s Future.

Based on recent research, Dr. Norman states that

of the 4,275 largest corporations doing business in

Wisconsin (those grossing over 100 million a year),

a full 62% paid no state taxes.  Repeat No taxes.

In 1978 corporate taxes accounted for 11% of the

state revenues.  Today that number is just over 6 %.

Or, in other terms: in 1991 corporations paid $492

million in state taxes.  A decade later (2001-02) that

amount fell to $490 million and more recently, 472

million.

Meantime middle income tax payers have been

forced to make up the difference, doubling their tax

burden over the same period, while quality of life

services in their communities continues to decline.

Given the impact of these questionable corporate tax

breaks, is it any wonder that the state cannot

adequately fund the services it mandates counties to

provide.

While most agree that we should do all that is

reasonable to create a healthy business climate that

should not be done at the expense of tax fairness.

More information on abusive tax practices can be

found at: www.wisconsinsfuture.org
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You Pay More While Corporations Pay Less!

We are fast approaching a critical divide on the

question of how to save our historic park system.

What we decide will affect our community’s quality

of life for generations to come.

Despite the tireless efforts of those charged with its

administration, our park system is deteriorating due

to lack of sufficient resources.

Our state’s inability to fully fund services mandated

on counties has forced Milwaukee County to shift

locally raised revenues away from quality of life

services, such as parks, in order to compensate.  (See

article above: “You Pay More While Corporations

Pay Less!”).

As a result, the maintenance needs of our park

system have been deferred for a generation.  The

cumulative cost of this backlog now tops $150

million dollars and increases daily.

If left untreated, this problem will result in

irreversible damage to ponds, lagoons and other vital

features of our parks.  Even worse: the unthinkable

denigration of a once proud legacy.

Solutions?  Suggestions range from continued, if

costly public funding, to varying degrees of applied

privatization.

Choosing the public road will require new public

sources of revenue, while opting for private funding

will exact costs of another kind.

Those who built our park system believed, as I think

most of us do, that parks serve a public good by

offering us an escape from jangling dissonance of

the perpetual commerce that characterizes our

consumer culture.

Beyond our places of worship, our libraries and our

parks, where else can such a refuge be found?

Yet, some among our civil leadership believe

otherwise, suggesting that additional

commercialization of our parks will provide the key

to their economic salvation.

To me this “neon in the pines” approach seems less

sinister than clueless.  Begging the question, “What

would remain to preserve?”

Our current County Executive’s preoccupation with

lowering taxes seems to assume that the citizens

share his apparent belief that everything we own is

for sale.

We need to recognize that many of us understand

taxes, not as an evil imposed on us by government,

but rather as a fee we impose upon ourselves to pay

for services we value.

Privatization of parks?  No matter how benevolent a

sponsor’s intent, I need only look to the promise of

commercial free cable T.V. to see that advertisers

have a way of eroding all reasonable restraint.

Over time, I suspect the innocuous notion of

corporate logos in the bottom of golf cups would

make the ultimate acceptance of billboards as

revenue generators in our parks seem incrementally

more acceptable.

(And what’s wrong with Billboards in our parks?  If

the question occurs to you, don’t read on.  I’ve

already lost the argument).

In search of public guidance I, along with other

members of the Milwaukee County Board, proposed

soliciting your opinion by way of an advisory (non-

binding) referendum.

The question we wanted placed on last November’s

ballot was: “Do you favor the State of Wisconsin

granting Milwaukee County the authority to levy a

1/2 cent sales tax to be dedicated to funding parks,

recreation and culture.”

Unfortunately, the possibility of you expressing your

opinion was vetoed by the County Executive and

subsequent attempts to override his veto fell one vote

short of mustering the 2/3 majority needed.

Would you have favored a sales tax once you

understood that 1/3 of the $60 million dollars it

raised came from outside Milwaukee County (thus

offering regional support for regional facilities)?  Or,

that 20 million or more of that sum could have been

Vulnerable Parks System At Crossroads: One Opinion

Town Hall Meetings
with

County Supervisor
Gerry Broderick

3rd District 
Milwaukee’s East Side, Downtown, Shorewood

Tuesday, February 6th

East Side Public Library
1910 E. North Ave.

7:00pm

Wednesday, February 7th

Shorewood Public Library
3920 N. Murray Ave.

7:00pm

For additional information contact

Supervisor Gerry Broderick 
278-4237

E-Mail: gbroderick@milwcnty.com

earmarked for lowering your property taxes?

One thing is certain: without a significant increase in

funding, our park system will be in deep trouble.

Those who advocate a change in parks governance,

without addressing the need of significantly increased

revenues, only divert energy and attention from a true

solution to saving our parks.
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In 2006, Charles Allis/Villa Terrace Museums

enhanced the lives of more than 30,000 guests. Your

support will enable CAVT to continue to delight,

inspire and educate the community.

For those of you who are already members we thank

you and for those who have not joined, we

encourage you to join our CAVT Membership

program. By becoming a member, you allow the

Charles Allis/Villa Terrace Art Museums to maintain

two magnificent historic structures, expand

exhibition and educational programming and

preserve our permanent collections. 

Your membership entitles you to free year-round

admission to the Charles Allis and Villa Terrace Art

Museums and Gardens including opening receptions

for exhibitions, Café Sopra Mare, Movie Time:

Classic Movies in a Classic Mansion, and Allis After

Hours. Benefits such as complimentary guest passes,

VIP tours and a coupon for a free exhibition catalog

or poster are available to you if you join at higher

levels.

Please accept our invitation to become a CAVT

Member. You can access our membership form on

our website: www.cavtmuseums.org or by calling

414-271-3656 Ext. 11.  

We, along with the staff and Board of the Charles

Allis/Villa Terrace Arts Museums, look forward to

welcoming you as a new CAVT Member.

Charles Allis/Villa Terrace
Museums

For the second year the Graham-Martin Foundation is

partnering with MMSD to provide interested

residents, groups and units of government throughout

Milwaukee County and the MMSD service area, the

opportunity to purchase native plants at 1/2 price.

This initiative is aimed at increasing the number of

rain gardens to alleviate polluted storm water runoff

and the amount of water that makes it into our

sewers.   

If you are interested in this program or to inquire if

you qualify please contact (414) 225-2070 or visit the

MMSD web site at raingardens@mmsd.com for more

information.

Protect the
Health of Our
Waterways

Milwaukee County, Department of Transportation

and Public Works, and the Department of Parks,

Recreation, and Culture undertook a project to

rehabilitate the historic 1896 brick and stone arch

bridge at the north entrance of Lake Park.  This

project intends to rehabilitate, repair, and restore the

existing arch bridge.  Design work is budgeted for

2007.   Construction work is planned for late 2008

(Fall) or early 2009 (Spring).  The north entrance to

the Lake Park will be closed during construction,

except for pedestrian traffic.  

The $750,000 project is funded under the Local

Bridge Replacement and Rehabilitation Program.

80% of the project cost would be paid with Federal

and State money and the remaining 20% with

Milwaukee County money.  

In addition, the 2007 Parks Capital Budget includes

funding to rehabilitate the historic Lions Bridges in

Lake Park.  Those bridges span ravines just east of

the North Point Lighthouse.  The bridges were

designed by Oscar Sanne and constructed in 1896-97.

In 1964, the bridges were narrowed and closed to

vehicles.  They are in need of repair to restore their

integrity and to ensure that they remain functional

and aesthetic features of the park.  

A total appropriation of $283,800 is budgeted for the

rehabilitation of the two bridges.   The Wisconsin

Department of Natural Resources has awarded the

County a Recreational Trails Act Program grant for

50% of the funding.  The County will provide

funding for the remaining 50%.   Design will begin

Winter/Spring 2007 with construction anticipated for

Fall 2007.

Lake Park
Restoration
Updates:

Following the operational success of Runway Dog

Park located south of the General Mitchell

International Airport, Parks director Sue Black and

her staffs are reviewing locations for a similar facility

on the East Side.

One site under active consideration is on the

lakefront, just south of the Filtration Plant and east of

the old “Gun Club” parking lot.  Once used as a

soccer field the Parks Department has deemed that

area unfit for that purpose.

Other sites near the Milwaukee River are also being

reviewed.  Ideas?  Call me with your suggestions.

Dog Park
Planned

Supervisor Gerry Broderick,

member of the Parks, Energy

and Environment Committee

focuses on parks issues.
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The Shorewood Master Plan for the Village’s Central

Business District has been approved this past fall by

the Village Board of Shorewood. After a year of

thorough research, planning and public input, the

Community Development Authority (CDA) is moving

ahead to implement the plan that will shape the district

for years to come. 

Additionally, design guidelines and zoning revisions

for redevelopment have been put in place. These new

guidelines will help shape the future look and feel of

the district. The guidelines were developed by a

volunteer committee of Village residents who are

architects and planners. They are the first design

guidelines in Shorewood’s history. The new guidelines

are intended to assist the Village in retaining and

enhancing its unique character by encouraging

proposals that strive for high-quality design and

respect the Village’s history and eclectic architectural

character. By establishing desirable design criteria for

new buildings and exterior remodeling projects, the

guidelines will help property and business owners,

developers, and architects create projects that will

successfully fit into the Village’s plans.

Finally, the Village is working on design and

construction estimates for new streetscaping in the N.

Oakland Ave. and E. Capitol Dr. business corridors.

The new plans will be implemented next year on N.

Oakland Ave. and the E. Capitol Dr. corridor will be

done in conjunction with the State of Wisconsin road

project in 2009-10. 

For more information, please visit the Shorewood

Village website: www.villageofshorewood.org.

Shorewood Business District Updates

Neighborhood Associations
and Parks Groups
A Brady Street Association: 1510 N. Marshall Street  Mke 53202

Donnie Menefee, President (414) 651-9454

B Cambridge Woods Neighborhood Association: 3038 N. Bartlett Ave. Mke 53211
Peter McMullen, President (414) 962-6834

C East Village Association: 3314 N. Hackett Ave.  Mke 53202
Mike Bondar, President (414) 276-8130

D Mariners’ Neighborhood Association: 3455 N. Murray Ave.  Mke 53211
Mike Panlener, President (414) 962-6688

E Murray Hill Neighborhood Association: 2954 N. Frederick Ave.  Mke 53211
Gerard Capell, President (414) 962-4638

F Watertower Landmark Trust: P.O. Box 668  Mke 53201
Jeff Grzeca, President  (414) 964-0196

G Riverside Park Neighborhood Association: 2494 N. Bartlett Ave.  Mke 53221
Terri Kinis, President  (414) 964-7669

Lake Park Friends: P.O. Box 71197 Mke 53211
David O’Brien, President (414) 964-0550

East Town Business Association: 770 North Jefferson Street Mke 53202
Kate Borders, Executive Director  (414) 271-1416

North Point Lighthouse Friends: P.O. Box 930 Mke 53201  
Cindy Rewolinski, Executive Director (414) 332-NPLH (6754)  

Come Home Riverside Foundation: 1615 E. Locust Street  Mke 53211
Jan Gibson, President (414) 291-9076

Shorewood Senior Resource Center: 
2010 E. Shorewood Boulevard   Shorewood 53211
Elizabeth Price, Program Director (414) 847-2727

Urban Ecology Center: 1500 E. Park Place Mke 53211
Ken Leinbach, Director (414) 964-8505

River Revitalization Foundation:  1845 N. Farwell, Suite 100 Mke 53202
Kimberly Gleffe, Executive Director  (414) 271-8000

Friends of Bradford Beach:  11647 N. Austin Ave.  Mequon, WI  53092
Deborah Lukovich, Chair  (414) 803-3229

East Side Condominium Association (ESCOA)
Bob Wurtz, President robsu@execpc.com

Preserve Our Parks: 5690 N.Dexter Ave. Glendale 53209
John Lunz, President (414) 702-7288

The Park People: 1845 N. Farwell Ave. Mke 53202
Jim Price, President (414) 273-PARK (7275)

East Side Business Improvement District
Oakland Avenue Business Improvement District
2143 N. Murray Ave. Mke 53211
Jim Plaisted, Board Liaison (414) 906-8975 

Shorewood Business Improvement District 
Tim Ryan, Harley’s: A Store For Men
tryan@harleys4men.com

University Square Business Improvement District
Clark Kaufmann, Clark Graphics
kaufmann.c@sbcglobal.net

JOIN IN!
You can have an impact on the

quality of life in your neighborhood
by becoming an active member of

one of these neighborhood
associations or community groups.
Check out the contact information

listed here and
GET INVOLVED!

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

East Side Business Improvement District 
Peg Silvestrini, Beans and Barley
peg@beansandbarley.com

MPD District #5  Community Liaison Officer
Officer Ray Robakowski (414) 935-7258
rrobak@milwaukee.gov
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