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Deborah J. Falk-Palec, MS, CRC, LPC 
W. Wells Street 

Wauwatosa, WI  53213 
  
 
 

EDUCATION 
 
 Master of Science in Rehabilitation Psychology 
 University of Wisconsin – Madison, August 1988 
 
 Bachelor of Science in Rehabilitation Psychology 
 University of Wisconsin – Madison, May 1987 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
 Curative Care Network, Milwaukee, WI 
 November 1991 – Present 
 
 Benefits Specialist (1999-Present) – Analyze all Federal, State and County benefits, 
entitlements and subsidies received by individuals with disabilities for the impact of work 
on such programs. Assist individuals in utilizing work incentive provisions. Provide benefits 
counseling services in Social Security’s Benefit Offset National Demonstration (BOND) 
research project. 
 
 Family Care Case Manager (2005 – Present) – Provide case management services 
to individuals with disabilities participating in Milwaukee County’s Family Care Program. 
 
 Health and Employment Counseling Program Regional Screener (2001 – 2010) – 
Developed employment plans with individuals with disabilities for participation in the 
Medicaid Purchase Plan. Assessed employment barriers, provided benefits counseling 
services and developed plans to address employment barriers. 
 
 Vocational Rehabilitation Counselor  

Spinal Cord Injury Center, Froedtert Hospital (1991-2005) – Evaluated inpatients 
and outpatients to establish vocational rehabilitation plans. Provided vocational counseling, 
assessment and job site analysis services. 

 
Vocational Rehabilitation Services Manager (1997-1998) – Responsible for the 

organization, direction and management of all vocational programs to include: 
Organizational Employment, Supported Employment, Community Employment and 
Vocational Consultation. Supervised and mentored all vocational staff. Generated referrals 
and sought new markets for service provision. 

 
Vocational Evaluator II (1991-1999) – Completed vocational evaluations. 

Conducted on-site job analyses. Provided vocational rehabilitation services as a member of 
the Work Hardening Program. Coordinated return to work with patients, employers, 
medical professionals and insurers.  
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 The Shores/Northwest Rehabilitation Center/Lakefront Center,  
Milwaukee, WI 

 
 Vocational Rehabilitation Counselor (1989-1991) - Provided vocational 
assessments for individuals with brain injuries. Conducted job analyses, job placement and 
job coaching services. 
 
 
 New Medico Rehabilitation Center, Waterford, WI 
 
 Personal Adjustment Counselor (1988-1989) – Provided counseling services in 
individual and group sessions for individuals with brain injuries. 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL PUBLICATIONS 
 
Sanford, P., Falk-Palec, D., Spears, K., “Return to School After Spinal Cord Injury”, 
Archives of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation, August 1999. 
 
 
CERTIFICATIONS 
 
 Certified Rehabilitation Counselor, October 1988 – Present 
 Commission of Rehabilitation Counselor Certification, Rolling Meadows, IL 
 
 Licensed Professional Counselor, November 2002 – Present 
 State of Wisconsin, Department of Regulation and Licensing 
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BARBARA LEIGH, BIOGRAPHICAL RESUME 
Home address: E. Kilbourn Ave, Milwaukee, WI 53202 
 
       
Barbara Leigh is an originating artist, born in Sheboygan, Wisconsin. A Ph.D.  in 
French Theatre from the University of Wisconsin-Madison, she has studied in 
London and Paris, with workshops in Marcel Marceau's School and that of 
Etienne Decroux.  Upon her return from study abroad, she became the Associate 
Director of the Wisconsin Mime Theatre in Spring Green, Wisconsin.  
 
 In 1971 Barbara founded the London Theatre Workshop, Ltd.  In 1974 she and 
Mike Moynihan co-founded Friends Mime Theatre, now named the Milwaukee 
Public Theatre. 
 
As Artistic/Producing Director of MPT Ms. Leigh has co-created or produced 
over 90 original theatre and video plays and revues with the company.  She has 
performed and given workshops and talks on acting, ensemble creation, 
diversity, and healing and disability issues throughout the country and in 
Canada.   She has also appeared in a variety of television commercials and 
educational and corporate video productions.    
 
Ms. Leigh's work has been supported by grants and fellowships from the 
National Endowment for the Arts, the Wisconsin Arts Board, Milwaukee County 
and many private foundations, corporations and individuals. Awards include 
the GE Angel Award, the Milwaukee Sentinel/PAC Hall of Fame Award, the 
Thurgood Marshall College Fund Community Leadership Award and a 
Fellowship from the National Endowment for the Arts.   
     
After a serious accident in 1987, she now performs in a wheelchair. With this new 
perspective she has been very active on issues dealing with healing, disability 
and diversity, including a One-Woman Musical Comedy, THE SURVIVAL 
REVIVAL REVUE!  and ADA, about the Americans with Disabilities Act.  
Barbara and Karen Stobbe also have developed workshops and performances 
that focus on issues of Alzheimer's Disease and trauma and the challenges faced 
by caregivers.   Barbara also performs in and helped to produce UNCLOTHED, 
the Naked Truth; Stories of Sexual Abuse and Healing. 
 
Dr. Leigh has worked as an Artist-In-Education throughout the state since 1975 
and has developed hundreds of workshops and collaborative performances, 
including keynotes for diverse clients.   She is currently the Artistic/Producing 
Director of Milwaukee Public Theatre, and spearheads many diverse projects. 
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Denise M. Koss 
N. Jackson St.  

Milwaukee, WI 53202 
  
 
 

Volunteer History 
Milwaukee County Commission for Persons with Disabilities     2010 - Present 
Various MCTS training/committee volunteer                                 2011 - Present 
Community Advocate                                                          2005 - Present 
Various political campaigns                                                  1981 - Present 
Transit Plus Advisory Council                                          2011 - 2013 
Legal Aid Society of Milwaukee                                          2008 – 2011 
 
Work History 
Technical Writer                                                           1998 - 2002 
Various office positions                                                   1976 – 1993 
 
Education 
BA English - UWM                                                           1993 - 1998 
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Cheri Mc Grath 
N. Prospect Ave  

Milwaukee, WI 53202 
  

 
 

OBJECTIVE 

 To be on the Milwaukee County Commission for Persons with Disabilities, and advocate for persons with 
disabilities as a member of the Milwaukee County Commission Person with Disabilities. 

 
EXPERIENCE 
Teacher of the Visually Impaired  
Milwaukee Public Schools, 
5225 W. Vliet Milwaukee, WI 53208  
Started 1972 Currently Retired 
 
Board President 
Audio and Braille Literacy Enhancement  
803 W. Wells Street Milwaukee, WI 53233 
 
Comissioner 
Milwaukee County Commission for Persons with Disabilities 
Started 1994 - Present 
 
  
EDUCATION 

Wisconsin School for the Visually Handicapped 
1700 W. State Street Janesville, WI 53545 
High School Degree, June 1967 
 
UW Stevens Point 
2100 Main Street Stevens Point, WI 54481 
Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary Education  
June, 1971 
 
University of Northern Colorado 
1700 9th Ave. Greeley, Colorado 80631 
Masters in Visually Impaired and Blind Education 
June, 1972 
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Resume and Biography: Donald F. Richards 

Residence: N. 76th St., Milwaukee WI 53223  

 

 

Born: 12.11.1936, Waukesha WI. 

 

Raised mostly on farms in Sheboygan and Washington Counties 

 

Attended St.  Francis Minor Seminary, Milwaukee, from 1950 - 1956; Theological College, 

Washington D.C. from 1956 - 1963; B.A. & M.A. degrees in Philosophy 

Ordained to R.C. priesthood in May 1963. 

Served in parishes Milwaukee and Racine, from 1963 to 1982: including teaching at Dominican 

High School 1964 - 1968;  

Also volunteered in Conacaste Human Development Project in Distrito El Progresso, Guatemala, 

C.A. 1978-1979  

 

Elected to the Milwaukee Common Council in 1988 for the 9th Aldermanic District, and re-

elected in 1992, 1996, and 2000; retired in 2004 

 

Served/serves on Milwaukee County Commission for Persons with Disabilities from 1988 to the 

present. 

 

Member of the Milwaukee Housing Authority Board throughout career on Common Council 

 

Married to Dee Richards from Sept, 1984 until her death on March 9, 2011. 

 

Other highlights: 

Active with Peace Action Wisconsin, including serving on the Board, sponsoring peace 

resolutions at the City Council, and attending weekly "Stand for Peace" demonstrations. 

Board Member of Growing Power Inc. a national and local community food provider and 

advocacy group, which originated in and continues a major presence in the 9th Alder District. 

Founding member of McGovern Park Community Organization. 

 

Adjunct faculty: Alverno College, Milwaukee; Social Science Dept. (1992 to 2004) specializing 

in making change in local communities through use of the political process. 
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Estabrook Dam – A Discussion of Alternatives 

Milwaukee County Parks, Energy, and Environment Committee Meeting  
June 17, 2014 
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Presenters 

• Kevin Haley, PLA, Milwaukee County 

• Don Pirrung, P.E., PH, AECOM 
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Background 

• Estabrook Dam built in 1930’s 

• Limestone outcrop created pool upstream 

• Rock outcrop removed to reduce upstream flooding 

• Dam with gates built 
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Background 

• DNR Administrative Order in 2009 required County to repair or 
abandon dam 

• Dam requires structural improvements, gate upgrades, some 
tree removals 

• Retained AECOM in 2010 to investigate dam, design 
improvements, and assess sediment 

• Milwaukee Riverkeeper sued County claiming dam is a public 
nuisance 

• County is proceeding with an Environmental Assessment 

• USEPA, County, and DNR are proceeding with Phase 2 of 
sediment removal in 2014 
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Environmental Assessment 

• National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Wisconsin 
Environmental Policy Act (WEPA) 

• Agency input: 
DNR 
SEWRPC 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 
US Fish & Wildlife Service 
US Army Corps of Engineers 

• Comprise Technical Advisory Team 
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Environmental Assessment Objectives 

• Address alternatives to the dam 

• Evaluate alternatives based on NEPA and WEPA criteria 

• Solicit public input on scoping process and alternatives 
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Environmental Assessment Criteria 

• Physical changes 

• Affected environment 

• Environmental consequences 

• Evaluation of project significance 

• Summary of issue identification activities 
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Environmental Consequences 

• Physical    

• Biological 

• Wildlife 

• Fisheries 

• Water Resources 

• Water Depth 

• Plant Community 

• Endangered Resources 

• Cultural 

• Land Use 

• Socio / Economic 

• Archaeological / Historical 

• Other State Resources 

• Summary of Adverse Impacts 
That Cannot be Avoided 
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Identification of Alternatives 

• Alternative 1 – Rehabilitate the Dam 

• Alternative 1A – Rehabilitate the Dam and Add Fish Passage 

• Alternative 2 – Abandon and Remove the Dam 

• Alternatives 3 and 3A – Abandon and Remove the Dam, 
Providing a Rock Ramp to Facilitate Fish Passage 

• Alternative 4 – Gated Spillway Removed, Serpentine Overflow 
Spillway Lowered, and 6.3-Foot High Rock Ramp Constructed 

• Alternative 5 – No Action 

• Alternative 6 – New Dam 
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Estabrook Dam Aerial View, with Features 
 

Gated Spillway Section 

Island 

Overflow Spillway 
Section 

Ice Breakers 

Upstream 
Pool 
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Repair stairs at both ends of gated 
spillway  

Photo 7/8/10 
 
 
 
 
Repair deterioration 
below water line at gate 
piers 
 
Photo 8/8/10 
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Overflow Spillway Debris Pre- and Post-July Flood 

• Debris management is key element in annual O&M 

 

Overflow Spillway Before  
July 22, 2010 

Photo 6/25/10 
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Alternative 1 – Rehabilitate the Dam 

• Structural improvements 
• Upgrading gates 
• Tree removal at dam structure 
• County Board voted to implement Alternative 1 in 2010 
• Need to address NEPA/WEPA and alternatives 
• Alternative 1A – Same as Alternative 1 plus Fish Passage 
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Alternative 2 – Abandon and Remove the 
Dam 
• Restore the river to a free flowing condition 

• Under normal flow, similar to existing conditions 

• Under flood flows, river levels will be lower than with the dam 
and gates open 

• Sediment would not accumulate 

• Eliminates the impoundment upstream 

• Provides for kayaks and canoes but not boats 

• Aesthetics of a free flowing river 

• No annual O&M cost results in substantial savings to County 

• Least capital cost of alternatives 

• Fish passage 
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Alternatives 3 and 3A – Abandon and Remove Dam, Provide a Rock 
Ramp to Facilitate Fish Passage, and Establish an Impoundment 

• Provides impoundment 1,600 feet upstream of dam 

• Fish passage 

• Similar to natural river with pools and riffles 

• Sediment buildup can occur over time 

• Capital costs are mid-range between other alternatives 

• Annual O&M costs are substantially less than a dam, need 
debris removal 

• Rock ramp height: 
5-foot high, eliminated from consideration (Alternative 3) 

• Would increase 100-year flood elevation 

• Exceeds code NR 116 

4-foot high, feasible alternative (Alternative 3A) 
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Alternative 4 – Gated Spillway Removed, Serpentine Overflow 
Spillway Lowered, and 6.3-Foot High Rock Ramp 

• 10 gates removed 

• Provides a more natural setting 

• Provides impoundment, deeper than Alternative 3A 

• Classified as a dam by DNR 

• Less O&M than Alternative 1A 

• Less capital cost than Alternative 1A 

• Similar to 4-foot rock ramp (Alternative 3A), but deeper impoundment 

• Fish passage 
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Alternative 5 – No Action 

• Refers to taking no action on the dam 
• Violates DNR’s 2009 Administrative Order to repair or 

abandon dam 
• Violates Milwaukee Riverkeeper suit 
• Could lead to more structural issues with dam 
• No impoundment possible 
• Eliminated from further consideration 
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Feasible Alternatives 

• Alternative 1A – Rehabilitate the dam and add fish 
passage 
 

• Alternative 2 – Abandon and remove the dam 
 

• Alternative 3A – Abandon and remove the dam, providing 
rock ramp (4 feet high) upstream from dam, fish passage, 
impoundment 
 

• Alternative 4 – Gated spillway removed, serpentine 
overflow spillway lowered, and a 6.3-foot high rock ramp 
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From the Committee on Transportation, Public Works, and Transit 
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From the Committee on Transportation, Public Works, and Transit 
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From the Committee on Transportation, Public Works, and Transit 
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From the Committee on Transportation, Public Works, and Transit 
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From the Committee on Transportation, Public Works, and Transit 
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