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Jury Acquits Officer in Freddie Gray Case in Baltimore

Milwaukee, W1 — A Baltimore judge today returned a verdict of not guilty for Officer
Edward M. Nero on all counts against him in the Freddie Gray case. Nero, 30, faced four
misdemeanor charges of second-degree assault, reckless endangerment and two counts of
misconduct in office.

This is the second officer involved to have his case heard in the death of Freddie Gray. The
first officer’s case resulted in a hung jury.

Statement from Sheriff David A. Clarke Jr.:

“Justice has been served. | have said from the very beginning that this was a politically-
driven case by an activist state’s attorney from Baltimore. This was nothing more than a
political witch hunt from the start.

I have always said that officers want to be judged by the rule of law and not by the
sentiments of an angry mob who were looking for revenge instead of justice. Thank God
that under the American justice system, officers are entitled to due process, like anyone else
in a criminal case. The difference here is that these charges treat these officers like second
class citizens who don’t have any rights.

It is time for State’s Attorney Marilyn Mosby to end this miscarriage of justice and
withdraw the charges against the remaining officers, as well as those for the officer whose
verdict resulted in a hung jury. Itis time for the Baltimore area to put their city back
together so they can get past this ugly episode.

The death of Freddie Gray was tragic, but it was not criminal. If agency policy was
violated, that should have been handled as an internal discipline case, not a criminal case.
I commend the judge, unlike Mosby, for applying the rule of law and not succumbing to
politics or fear of more riots.”
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For more information about the Milwaukee County Sheriff’s Office,
visit our website at www.mkesheriff.org and our facebook page at
http://www.facebook.com/MilwaukeeCountySheriff
Follow us on Twitter @ MCSOSheriff
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