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 Sheriff Applauds County Board’s Attempt to Fix County Executive’s 
Structural Budget Deficit While Abele Plays Race Politics 

    
Milwaukee, WI – Sheriff David A. Clarke Jr. has been working with the County Board to 
close a nearly $10 million structural deficit County Executive Chris Abele intentionally 
built into the MCSO budget.  This structural deficit has been pointed out by both the 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel and the Public Policy Forum. 
 
This is obviously Abele’s continuation of his vendetta from the November 2014 election in 
which he poured $263,000 of his personal wealth in trying to defeat the sheriff.  Since he 
could not win at the ballot box, he has decided to continue his war against the sheriff 
through stealth means, like structural deficits. 
 
The County Board Committee on Finance, Personnel, and Audit passed a budget 
amendment that would close the deficit by $4 million, with about a $5 million deficit still 
remaining. 
 
In an email sent to the County Board of Supervisors, Abele termed the board’s attempt to 
close a structural deficit as “giving additional public resources to the sheriff.”  He also 
indicates that he cares about public safety, which is an outright lie in light of the fact that 
every year since Abele took office the sheriff has received structural deficits, and layoffs of 
sheriff’s deputies, which he calls a ‘budget increase.’  
 
Abele asks the County Board to direct the independently-elected sheriff as to how to run 
the Sheriff’s Office.  Fortunately, the County Board understands the sheriff’s 
constitutional autonomy.  Abele’s email states that it is a top priority for him in 
overhauling the Juvenile Justice Center to be focused on community-based programs 
rather than detention.  
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How is that working out, you might ask?  Recently, Fox 6 news reported that police spotted 
a vehicle taken in an armed robbery.   The three suspects fled, leading the police on a 
vehicle pursuit, and ultimately were arrested after they attempted to flee on foot.  A 16-
year-old girl was the driver, and is connected to six robberies in a three day period.  Police 
say this girl was recently released from GPS monitoring as a part of a sentence related to a 
previous arrest for stealing a car. 
 
A woman interviewed as part of the news story, said “it happens daily.  Ain’t too many 
more around here left to steal.  Every day you see the little boys out here and the little girls 
in stolen vans. We have to punish our kids. If we don’t discipline our kids, the streets will.” 
 
That’s how effective Abele’s soft-on-crime attempt at focusing on community-based 
programs rather than detention at the Juvenile Justice Center is.  It’s not working and only 
serves to endanger the lives of the good, law-abiding people living in the ghetto, and 
endangers the lives of police officers – Milwaukee’s finest.  
 
Abele further pointed out in his email to the County Board that he is partnering with 
entities trying to reduce jail incarceration of repeat violent offenders and claims there are 
racial disparities in the criminal justice system – but he offers no empirical data or 
research in support.  This is the race politics the sheriff is talking about.  
 
Abele closes his email by saying he is “more than happy to meet with any of the board and 
to work together with them.” The fact is, he has exhibited no behavior that demonstrates 
his willingness to work with anybody as he continues his imperialistic, arrogant reign over 
Milwaukee County. 
 
Chris Abele realizes he faces what will be a hotly contested election to retain his seat.  
Congresswoman Gwen Moore has publicly announced support for Abele’s opponent.  
Abele realized the congresswoman’s action is a threat to his getting the black vote in the 
city of Milwaukee.  That’s why he’s playing race politics.   
 
To play this game with the public safety budget is within his character.  He has no 
integrity. The sheriff thanks the County Board for understanding that the structural deficit 
created by the county executive is real.  The sheriff realizes that the county executive will 
accuse him of running a deficit that, in fact, Abele created.   
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