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Watered Down Charge in Exchange for Plea Bargain  

Rears Its Ugly Head, Again 
 

   
          Judge Timothy Dugan      Jose Munoz 

    

Milwaukee, WI – Jose H. Munoz, age 22, of Milwaukee, was arrested last August and 
initially charged with Attempted Armed Robbery/Felony Murder for an attempted armed 
robbery and subsequent shooting that occurred at Kochanski’s Concertina Beer Hall.  One 
of the co-actors in the armed robbery was shot and killed by the bar owner who was 
defending himself and the bar patrons. 
 
Munoz pleaded guilty to a watered down charge of 2nd Degree Reckless Homicide, and is 
scheduled to be sentenced on the lesser charge on Thursday, August 28 in Branch 10 at 
1:30 p.m. in front of Judge Timothy Dugan. 
 
The maximum penalty for the initial charges was 55 years in prison.  The amended charge, 
a Class D felony, has a maximum penalty of only 25 years in prison.  Convicting him on the 
original charges would have exposed him to more years in prison.  Munoz has two prior 
adult arrests. 
 
Sheriff Clarke said, “once again, a lenient Milwaukee County judiciary, engaging in a soft-
on-crime, social engineering public safety experiment, fails to send a message to criminals 
who think it is worth the gamble to commit armed robberies, knowing that they will not 
face the full force of the criminal justice system.  This is an ineffective way of deterring 
violent crime. How is this justice for the tavern owner and the patrons who were terrorized 
that day? 
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“We hear so much about needing new gun laws, when the problem is we don’t properly 
sentence with the laws that are already on the books.  We have a sentencing problem in 
Milwaukee County, not a legislative problem.” 
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