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Deputies Arrest Wrong-Way Drunken Driver on Freeway  

 

     
 
Milwaukee, WI – Yesterday, at about 10:35 p.m., an MPD officer traveling eastbound on  
I-94 near Hawley Road saw a vehicle going the wrong way on the freeway, heading 
eastbound in the westbound median distress lane.  The office notified MCSO 
Communications and multiple squads responded to the area.  The MPD officer attempted 
to gain the driver’s attention by activating the lights and siren on his squad and shining a 
spotlight on the wrong-way vehicle. 
 
The vehicle, driven by Christopher A. Pawlak, age 38, of Fox Point, exited the freeway 
using the westbound on-ramp at General Mitchell Boulevard, striking the guardrail as he 
exited.  The officer got off the freeway and headed to General Mitchell Boulevard, and 
found the vehicle, which had crashed into a light pole. 
 
A deputy conducted field sobriety tests, and Pawlak had a PBT result of .23, nearly three 
times the legal limit.  Pawlak said he was unsure where he had been drinking.  He was 
arrested for Recklessly Endangering Safety (RES) and cited for OWI-1st.   The RES charge 
is a Class G felony, with a penalty of up to ten years in prison. 
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