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631 E. Chicago Street 
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Tuesday, September 17, 2013 

2013 Awards Ceremony 



Program 
Welcome       Inspector Edward H. Bailey, Adjutant to Sheriff Clarke 
        Ms. Fran McLaughlin, Public Information Officer 
         
Presentation of the Colors and    Honor Guard of the Sheriff’s Office  
The National Anthem of the United States   Ms. Rhonda Begos, Vocalist 
 
Invocation       Minister Robert Pyles  
        Pastor, Abundant Faith Church of Integrity 
         
Welcoming Remarks     David A. Clarke Jr., Sheriff of Milwaukee County 
 

Lunch is Served 
Video Programming Courtesy of the MCSO Community Policing Unit: Servant Leadership in Action 

Music Provided by  Mr. Marcus Adams, Soloist 
 
Keynote Address      Mr. Pardeep Kaleka 
        Founder, Serve2Unite.org 
 
Vocal Interlude      Miss Madelaine Hodel 
        Voi Che Sapete, from Le Nozze di Figaro 
        Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
      
Presentation of Awards     David A. Clarke Jr., Sheriff of Milwaukee County 
 Letters of Commendation    Richard R. Schmidt, Inspector of the Sheriff’s Office 
 Community Service Awards      
 The David Demos Award 
 
Vocal Interlude      Ma Rendi Pur Contento,  from Ipermestra 
        Vincenzo Bellini 
      
 Sheriff’s Superior Achievement Award  David A. Clarke Jr., Sheriff of Milwaukee County 
 The Medal of Valor     Richard R. Schmidt, Inspector of the Sheriff’s Office 
 
Benediction       Minister Robert Pyles  
 
Retirement of the Colors     Honor Guard of the Sheriff’s Office 
 
Conclusion       Ms. Fran McLaughlin, Public Information Officer 



A Message from David A. Clarke Jr. 
64th Sheriff 

of Milwaukee County  



This event was made possible through the generous 
contributions of our corporate sponsors:  

Please consider patronizing these businesses.  They clearly value the 
partnership between law enforcement, the corporate world, and the 

customers that they serve.  

Marcusadams7345.com streetlifejazz.com 



Keynote Speaker:  
 

Mr. Pardeep Kaleka 
Founder 

Serve2Unite.org 

Mr. Pardeep Kaleka  is the eldest son of Satwant Singh Kaleka – the president of the Sikh Temple of Wiscon-
sin, who was gunned down during the attacks of August 5, 2012. 

 

The nation, and in particular the Sikh community of Wisconsin, is still recovering from this tragic shooting at 
the Oak Creek Sikh Temple. Six members of the 400-person congregation were shot and killed  in what offi-
cials are treating as a case of domestic terrorism and a hate crime. 

 

“In this hour of grief, we thank the thousands of people around the globe who have offered their support and 
their prayers, and we encourage them to support those victims and families who are most in need. Together, 
we must work to repair our community and finally address the epidemic of violence in America,” said Am-
ardeep Kaleka, who is the youngest son of Satwant Singh Kaleka and brother to our guest this afternoon. 

 

The six victims killed included five men: Satwant Singh Kaleka, 65, the founder of the temple; Prakash Singh, 
39, an assistant priest; Sita Singh, 41; Ranjit Singh, 49; and Suveg Singh, 84; and one woman: Paramjit Kaur, 
41. 

 

Pardeep grew up in Milwaukee and graduated from Marquette University. A  former Milwaukee Police Officer 
and a current teacher in the inner city,  Pardeep is no stranger to the never ending battle against racism, 
bigotry, and ignorance.  He firmly believes that the lamp of knowledge and truth will outshine all the darkness 
in the world, and does his best to profess this through his founding of, and work with, Serve 2 Unite. 
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On a cold, dark night in November, 2012, a Deputy Sheriff was savagely attacked and beat-
en by a subject that he had stopped in a vehicle for suspicion of drunken driving on the 
side of the Milwaukee interstate. We’ll be discussing that officer’s actions a bit later on 
during today’s event. But upon hearing about the attack, Deputy Sheriff Sean Mahin, a 
13-year officer and frequent physical countermeasures and firearms instructor at 
the MCSO Training Academy, had but one thought: dark nights, miles from backup is a 
grossly unsafe environment for police officers, and we need to better prepare them to 
defend themselves when an arrest turns to hand-to-hand combat. Deputy Mahin sought 
out, and attended, a nationally recognized course in ground fighting survival techniques, 
and emerged from the class battered, bruised, and energized. He developed an  in-service 
training program for all agency members to attend. But that’s not all: being the main bat-
tering dummy of such a course, it would be natural for most instructors to want a day off 
to recover. But while his assistant instructors rotated, so committed was he to this pro-
gram that Deputy Mahin attended each session of the 45 day in-service. Well...almost each 
session: He did miss two days: to attend his requisite SWAT sniper training. For setting a 
selfless standard worthy of emulation, and thus displaying admirable concern for his 
brother and sister officers’ abilities to protect themselves, the MCSO is proud to present 
Deputy Sheriff Sean Mahin with a Letter of Commendation. 

Nominated by:   Captain Thomas Meverden 

Letter 
Of 

Commendation 

Deputy Sheriff Gary Mason, a 15-year veteran of the Patrol Division, patrols one of 
the favorite MCSO beats: The Expressway. Normally, in springtime, an officer’s thoughts 
turn from the hard work, crashes, and frozen snowy nights of winter and a sense of well-
earned reprieve might set in. Not so for Deputy Mason. In a remarkable 3-month run, Dep-
uty Mason was thrice confronted with one of the most dangerous situations that can con-
front any citizen, let alone a patrolman: a drunken wrong-way driver. On March 29, at 1:56 
in the morning, it was southbound in the northbound lanes over the Hoan bridge. On July 
17, at 11:51 in the morning, it was southbound in the northbound lanes of I-794 at Layton. On 
July 28, a few minutes after midnight, it was I94 at Drexel. These are amazingly dynamic 
situations, and while there are a few “don’ts,” there is no one way that a patrolman can 
act to mitigate such an extreme threat. But in each of these three incidents, the results of 
Deputy Mason’s actions were the same: no crash, and an arrest for drunken driving and 
the felony of Recklessly Endangering Safety. With a performance such as this,  it is almost 
heaping on to mention the two other drunks he got during this remarkable run, both 
armed with .40 caliber pistols. For his dedication to the safety of his fellow motorists in 
the performance of his duties, the MCSO is proud to present Deputy Sheriff Gary Mason 
with a Letter of Commendation. 

Nominated by:  Captain Michael Rewolinski 



At a few minutes before 3 AM on a freezing March morning, Deputy Sheriff Roberto Hernandez of 
the Patrol Division, an 11-year officer, was dispatched to a 911 call of a person screaming for help 
in the Kinnickinnic River at 1st and Becher. Arriving within a minute, Deputy Hernandez was con-
fronted with a ghastly vision: a girl, struggling mightily to stay afloat in the river directly behind 
Paul David Restoration, and gasping for breath as she disappeared under the water, only to strug-
gle again to the surface. Recognizing the urgency of the situation, Deputy Hernandez sprinted to his 
squad car to retrieve the expected rescue line. Seeing none, he persisted, and fashioned a hasty 
rescue line from an extension cord. Returning to the water’s edge, he tossed the line to the 23-
year-old, urging her to grab  it. When she did, he dragged her to the seawall, and held her there 
with her head above the water until assisted by two responding partners in lifting her safely to 
shore. Barely conscious, she was only able to recover with Milwaukee Fire/Paramedic attention, 
and a speedy conveyance to the hospital to raise her core body temperature, which was 85 de-
grees upon her admission. It was only later that the sad truth came out: After a night of drinking, a 
dejected and misguided suicide attempt was only halted by the quick actions of Deputy Sheriff Rob-
ert Hernandez. For his quick thinking, creativity and selfless reaction in conducting a winter water 
rescue before the arrival of backup, the MCSO is proud to present Deputy Sheriff Robert Hernandez 
with a Letter of Commendation, his second such citation. 

Nominated by:   Sergeant Thomas Liebenthal 

March 29, 2013 
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On April Fools night, Deputy Sheriff Travis Thompson, a 14-year officer in the Patrol Division, 
was ready for anything. Responding to a call to the Hoan Bridge shortly before  midnight, his expe-
rience told him what to expect upon his arrival: a parked car, and the sad aftermath of a suicide 
from that structure, a magnet for such tragic efforts. And a parked car is indeed what he found. 
But he also found witnesses who had moments before seen the 27-year old woman leap to certain 
death. Moving to the bridge’s edge, Deputy Thompson began to hear the unthinkable: scream's 
from below. With his view blocked by girders, Deputy Thompson did the implausible: retrieving a 
rescue rope from his squad, he tied one end to the bridge structure and wrapped the other edge 
around his torso. Using the confidence of his training in the US Coast Guard, he took a chance that 
is almost too risky to consider, and stepped out onto the girders himself, shining his light into the 
murky water below. He spotted the jumper clinging to the side of the channel near Jones Island, 
and heard her screams of pain and anguish. Seeing the MFD rescue team’s boat in the harbor, 
Deputy Thompson had the presence of mind to use the Laser sighting system on his TASER, and 
guided the dive team to the drowning subject. In doing so, for only the second time in recent 
memory, Deputy Thompson helped the unlikely to occur: a subject leaped from the Hoan Bridge 
and lived to regret it. For his uncommon bravery and split-second thinking, the MCSO is proud to 
present Deputy Sheriff Travis Thompson with a Letter of Commendation. 

Nominated by:   Captain Daniel Hughes 

Letter 
Of 

Commendation 

April 1, 2013 



In the summer of 2011, Criminal Investigations Division Detective Louis Cooper, a 25-year vet-
eran investigator, undertook a case that would swallow a year-and a half of his life and grow to 
see him partner with agents of the US Department of Agriculture in safeguarding the integrity of 
the Wisconsin Food Share program. In this case, a 34-year old male subject was fraudulently doing 
business through a sham company, “John Henry Food Distribution”,  terrorizing the Quest card 
program by buying Food Share monies at a discounted rate through a systematic series of fraudu-
lent “customers.” By the time his investigation was complete, Detective Cooper had ensnared three 
ringleaders, dozens of “middle-men” subjects, and uncovered over $768,000 in fraud, stolen from 
the Food Share Program. His case, which started as a state-level investigation, grew to become a 
Federal prosecution, and required thousands of hours of surveillance, financial services warrants, 
and good old-fashioned interviewing skills and legwork. For his efforts, Detective Cooper was rec-
ognized by the Assistant Special Agent in Charge of the US Department of Agriculture and the Office 
of the Inspector General. For his persistence and extreme subject matter knowledge honed over 
decades of complex financial crimes investigations, the MCSO is proud to join in the acclaim and 
present Detective Louis Cooper with a Letter of Commendation. 

Nominated by:   Captain Scott Stiff 

When Donna Morgan of Janesville, Wisconsin was home one Saturday night watching America’s 
Most Wanted, she didn’t think that one segment of one TV show would change her life. But it did. As 
she watched, in 2005, she saw a story about a police dog named Kai. It showed the dog in training, 
how he lived with his K-9 handler and what a nice family dog he was. He was wonderfully trained 
and incredibly loyal. Then it cut to recorded footage from the front of a police squad car, and Donna 
watched in horror as Kai, in attempting to disarm a man with a gun, was shot in the chest. At that 
moment, Donna knew the answer: K9 partners were entitled to the same kind of protection as their 
human partner. And Donna knew she was about to embark on a new journey in her life. She decided 
to set her goal ambitiously: to vest all the K-9s in the State of Wisconsin. And in doing so, she set 
out to spend endless hours researching the number of police dogs in Wisconsin, what departments 
they work for, who their handlers are, and doing fund raising to get vests for these dedicated ca-
nines. Since Christmas 2005, Vest-a-Dog of Wisconsin, the 501(c)(3) formed by Ms. Morgan, has 
vested hundreds of dogs, first with bullet-resistant and then again with second-generation bullet 
and stab-resistant vests that can cost over a thousand dollars…including every single MCSO K9. 
And why does she keep giving of herself to continue her dream? As Donna puts it: “They put their 
lives on the line for ours every day. On a moment’s notice, and without a second thought, they will 
give up their life to save ours. That needs to be respected.”  Having presented her with a Certificate 
of Thanks in 2009,  we now, in appreciation for generosity in partnering with the Sheriff’s Office 
and her continuing commitment to the citizens of Wisconsin and all of Law Enforcement under her 
conscientious leadership, are proud to present Ms. Donna Morgan and Wisconsin Vest-A Dog with a 
Community Service Award.  

Nominated by:   Inspector Edward Bailey 
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On a cold winter night at the Airport Division that patrols the General Mitchell International Air-
port, Sergeant Matthew Paradise, a 21-year veteran Supervisor, and Deputy Sheriffs David 
Krueger, an 18-year veteran and Donnie Rutter, an 8-year officer, weren’t lulled into a false 
sense of safety: they were on guard, and on patrol. In the decade plus since 9/11, that is what has 
been demanded of those who guard our nation’s ports of entry. During his tour of duty, Deputy 
Sheriff Rutter observed two suspicious vehicles enter the Airport Amtrak Station, parking perpen-
dicular to the flow of traffic. Following his sense that this was out of place, he approached the vehi-
cles, and seeing him one sped away. The driver of the second vehicle cried out for help, and re-
vealed that he was the victim of an armed robbery at a nearby motel. When he approached, Deputy 
Sheriff Rutter saw that the man was severely wounded from several stab wounds from the point of 
an 8-inch Bowie knife, and was soaked in blood.  Sergeant Paradise, sizing up the urgency, respond-
ed to the scene and arrived moments later.  Deputy Sheriffs Rutter and Krueger were tied with life-
saving efforts on the injured man and follow-up investigation; Sergeant Paradise began hunting, 
attempting to locate the suspect vehicle, which he found and stopped on a nearby residential 
street, taking two suspects into custody. In both their speedy response, teamwork, lifesaving ef-
forts and quick follow-up in identifying and locating their suspects, the efforts of Sergeant Matthew 
Paradise and Deputy Sheriffs David Krueger and Donnie Rutter led to taking two suspects into cus-
tody immediately after a violent criminal assault, and saw them charged with Substantial Battery 
and Attempted Homicide. The MCSO is proud to present them with letters of Commendation, Deputy 
Sheriff Rutter’s second such citation.  

Nominated by:   Captain Colin Briggs 

 

February 12, 2013 

Award Recipients 

In an  incident that has become so familiar to so many in our area, a quiet Saturday at the Courthouse 
was disrupted by a terror-filled electrical fire; and the efforts to identify and respond were severely 
hampered by the resultant power failure throughout  the entire courthouse complex, and a huge por-
tion of downtown. In fact, the responding fire station used a generator to open its garage doors and 
send trucks! Luckily for the citizenry, Correctional Officer Jason Rumpel, a 7-year officer in the 
Detention Services Bureau, and Mr. Sears Barnette, of the Facilities Management Division, were 
on duty. Officer Rumpel was the first officer to report the location of the Courthouse fire, when he 
risked his safety to investigate the smoke-filled environment. Knowing that the power and phones were 
both out, Mr. Barnette had the wherewithal to use his personal phone to contact the Fire Department.  
This helped contain the fire to the electrical room in the lower level of the Courthouse. In Mr. Barnette’s 
own words: “CO Rumpel assisted me in fearlessly locating the source of the power failure and outage 
through the thick smoke and transformer explosions; without his assistance and fearlessness in locat-
ing the source of the fire the damage would have been much greater. The floor was literally vibrating 
and lifting me off of the ground as I ran back upstairs to dial 911 and contact the Fire Department”. 
That’s teamwork, Mr. Barnette. It’s how we train, and for your efforts, and the efforts of CO Rumpel, the 
MCSO is proud to present you both with Letters of Commendation.  

Nominated by:   Captain William Duckert 

July 6, 2013 

Letters 
Of 

Commendation 

Letters 
Of 

Commendation 



In 1946, a Texas newspaperman observed, “They say behind every great man there's a woman.” In 
today’s culture, that quote might be changed to reflect, “Behind every great man is an even greater 
woman, and she may be rolling her eyes.” In either event,  in the successful operation of the MCSO 
Administrative offices, Mrs. Valori Schmidt, wife of the MCSO’s second-in-command, Inspector 
Richard Schmidt, fits the bill. Beginning in February  2006, when the good Inspector assumed com-
mand of the Milwaukee County Jail, Mrs. Schmidt saw to it that no American Holiday, be it Arbor Day 
or Independence Day, would pass in an area under her husband’s command without the workplace 
reflecting it, and the staff members acknowledging the event. In 2010, with the elevation of her hus-
band to agency command duties, that attention and steadfastness moved to the Office of the Sheriff, 
where it has continued in full regalia. But that’s not all. Every Christmastime, as sure as the calen-
dar itself, the agency’s signature community outreach program, Shop-With-a-Cop, sees the joyful 
participation of Mrs. Schmidt, in full concert with the program’s goal of seeing deputies and the un-
derprivileged children of our community enjoy the season’s true meaning of giving (along with a fab-
ulous breakfast and a day of holiday shopping together.) For her continued selfless support of the 
functions of the Sheriff’s Office, and for assisting us in partnering with our workforce, and the pub-
lic, the MCSO is proud to present Mrs. Valori Schmidt with a Community Service Award.  

Nominated by:   Sheriff David A. Clarke Jr. 

2013 
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May 17, 2013 
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On a quiet springtime Friday afternoon, MCSO dispatch aired a call for a man standing outside his vehi-
cle and “looking over the wall” on an expressway ramp in the Marquette interchange. For experienced 
patrolmen Deputy Sheriff Joel Streicher, a 17-year veteran, and Deputy Sheriff Jamie Arnold, a 
16-year veteran, both of the Patrol Division, such a call meant only one thing: a suicide was imminent. 
Their on-duty supervisor, Sergeant Daniel Dittberner, a 16-year veteran, heard the call and came to 
the same conclusion. Each officer sped to the scene, and upon arrival were confronted with a despond-
ent 19-year-old man, who by that time had one knee over the wall, and was sobbing. As Sgt. Dittberner 
and deputies Streicher and Arnold approached, the man placed his second leg over. Sgt. Dittberner 
calmly introduced the officers, and began the tense and fraught process of crisis negotiations. Using 
only their first names (to personalize the encounter), in the tense period that followed the subject came 
to trust the officers, and gradually came off the wall to safety. Upon further investigation, it was 
learned that he had a history of depression and suffered from bipolar disorder. Completing their duties 
that day, the officers compassionately transported the youth to the Behavioral Health Division for fol-
low-on care, and personally visited his family to inform them of the day’s events. For their compassion-
ate and knowledgeable handling of this potentially tragic event, the MCSO is proud to present Deputy 
Sheriff Joel Streicher, Deputy Sheriff Jamie Arnold, and Sergeant Daniel Dittberner with Letters of 
Commendation. This is Deputy Streicher’s second such citation; Sergeant Dittberner has previously 
been awarded both a Letter of Commendation and a Sheriff’s Superior Achievement Award.  

Nominated by:   Inspector Edward Bailey 
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Of 
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An Honorguard is a military ceremonial unit with members carefully screened for their capability in 
Drill and Ceremony disciplines. Only those persons who are highly motivated and maintain exceptionally 
high standards of appearance, bearing, conduct and workplace discipline are considered. Their primary 
role is to provide funeral honors for fallen comrades, and to serve as "guardians of the colors" by dis-
playing and escorting the national flag at official functions. In 2013, Deputy Sheriff Scott Krueger, a 
21-year veteran of the MCSO Honorguard, has become the longest serving member in that unit’s dis-
tinguished history. But that is not all: Since 2010, upon the retirement of the previous Unit Commander, 
Deputy Sheriff Krueger has risen to serve in that challenging role, providing his brother and sister of-
ficers with an admirable display of the important difference between rank and authority in a military 
structure.  In 2004, the David Demos Award, named after our 45-year-old Deputy Sheriff killed in the 
Line of Duty at the hands of a drunken driver while assisting a motorist on I-94 , was established as a 
career recognition award. The Sheriff may award it in appreciation of a members continued dedication 
and loyalty to their profession, and for consistent exceptional performance. In his 20  years of service 
to the Honorguard, Unit Commander Krueger has certainly met that requirement. For his continued 
dedication and passion in leading special unit operations of the MCSO, the Sheriff is proud to present 
Deputy Sheriff Scott Krueger with the 2013 David Demos Award.  

Nominated by:   Inspector Edward Bailey 

1993—2013 

August 5, 2012 

At 10:25 AM on a calm weekend morning, in an horrific incident that came to be known worldwide, Wade 
Michael Page, an American white supremacist, fatally shot six people, and wounded four others, in a 
mass shooting at the Sikh Temple in Oak Creek. This tragedy, which drew responses from both Presi-
dent Barack Obama and Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, tested the capabilities and wells of 
compassion of many law enforcement officers that day. While the initial response and greatest price 
was paid by officers of the Oak Creek Police Department, the performances of three MCSO officers in 
particular, Sergeant Steven Vasquez, a 27-year veteran of the Patrol Division, and Deputy Sher-
iffs Michael Kasal, a 20-year veteran and member of the MCSO SWAT team, and Deputy Sheriff 
Bryan Lee, an 18-year veteran of the Patrol Division, merit special recognition. The first three MCSO 
members on scene that terrible morning, these officers provided instant needed backup to the heroic 
actions of the OCPD. Entering the “hot zone” and remaining there for the next several hours, whether 
establishing a hasty perimeter, recovering the injured and the dead, coordinating with the Fire and 
Medical rescue…these three officers did it all. As MCSO SWAT Commander Deputy Inspector Tobie We-
berg later observed, “Sergeant Vasquez, Deputy Lee and Deputy Kasal responded to the Sikh Temple 
active shooter scene without hesitation and entered into an uncertain and dangerous situation to help 
both fellows officers, and more critically, members of the Sikh Temple, without regard for their own 
safety.  They seamlessly joined other officers in a complex, dangerous multi-jurisdictional emergency 
response, and their performance was exemplary and defined both courage and leadership for their 
brother and sister officers.”  For their bravery and selfless action under tense circumstances at an 
horrific crime scene, the MCSO is proud to present Sergeant Steven Vasquez, Deputy Sheriff Michael 
Kasal and Deputy Sheriff Bryan Lee with Letters of Commendation. This is Deputy Lee’s second such ci-
tation, and he is prior recipient of the MCSO Medal of Valor. 

Nominated by:   Deputy Inspector Tobie Weberg 

The 
2013 
David  
Demos 
Award 

Letters 
Of 

Commendation 



Award Recipients 

Community 
Service 
Award 

2009-2013 

Letters 
Of 

Commendation 

February 19, 2013 

In July of 2011, Wisconsin Act 35, the Concealed Carry Law, was signed into law. At the time, Wisconsin 
Senate Majority Leader Scott Fitzgerald observed, “This is a great victory for the people of Wisconsin 
and for the 2nd Amendment. The right to protect ourselves by legally carrying a firearm is long over-
due and I'm glad we're joining 48 other states with this law - finally." But as Sheriff Clarke and the 
legislature have both repeatedly noted, with power comes responsibility, and Act 35 included the re-
quirement that a permit applicant must provided proof of requisite firearms training from an in-
structor or organization that is certified by a national or state organization that certifies firearms,  
or by an instructor certified by the state's Department of Justice. Into that vacuum stepped Wiscon-
sin Carry, Inc., a non-profit organization dedicated to the preservation and reclamation of the basic 
human rights critical to a free society, and co-founded by Mr. Nik Clark, their Chairman and Presi-
dent. This organization, the embodiment of the ideal that governments exist to protect the rights of 
individuals and that governments derive their power from the consent of the governed, has a basic 
and clear mission: To preserve, advance and expand citizens’ basic rights through education, civil 
litigation when warranted, and legislative activism. High school history was a while ago, but that 
sounds a little like 1700s Boston to us at the MCSO. For their continued support of the basic liberties 
of the citizens of southeast Wisconsin, and for their continued commitment to conducting safe, high- 
level weapons training at an affordable cost, the MCSO is pleased to present Mr. Nik Clark, on behalf 
of Wisconsin Carry Inc., with a Community Service Award. 
Nominated by:   PIO Fran McLaughlin 

On a frozen winter morning, District Attorney Investigator (and former MCSO Detective) Daniel 
Suszek spotted something that he had seen many times in his MCSO career: A crashed vehicle. But 
this crash was different. It was into the rocks that abut Lake Michigan at the downtown waterfront. 
Upon further examination, Investigator Suszek observed a 44-year-old man walking out onto the thin 
ice. Investigator Suszek ordered the man to stop, to no avail. With the arrival of Deputy Sheriff 
Nicholas D’Addario, a 10-year officer of the Patrol Division, the hopeless man reached an area of 
open water, and did the unthinkable; he leapt in. Then, with reason finally taking hold, he began to 
scream for help. Investigator Suszek and Deputy Sheriff D’Addario ventured onto the frozen lake and 
pulled the man to safety, and to the warmth of a waiting MPD squad. Drunk and despondent, he was 
conveyed to the Behavioral Health Division for initial care, and to the Milwaukee County Jail on a 
drunken driving charge. (You didn’t forget about the crash into the rocks, did you?) In the words of 
DA  Investigator David Budde, “The actions of (these officers), particularly so far out on the ice with 
no Milwaukee Fire Rescue on scene and basically no one to save them if they fell in, is worthy of ex-
traordinary recognition.  They truly risked their lives and that action is in keeping with the highest 
traditions of law enforcement.” For their bravery in conducting a water rescue and prevention of a 
suicidal drowning, the MCSO is proud to present DA Investigator Daniel Suszek and Deputy Sheriff 
Nicholas D’Addario with Letters of Commendation. The two were previously recognized by the Milwau-
kee Police Department with awards of Valorous Conduct for this event. 
Nominated by:   Sergeant Steven Vasquez 
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March 26, 2013 

At 5:32 pm on a spring afternoon, MCSO Dispatch received a frantic 911 call sprung from every 
mother’s nightmare: her 7-month old child had suffered a fit of choking behind her in the baby’s 
car seat, and upon stopping the car on the expressway at the I-43 Layton Avenue onramp, a 
crisis was well underway. The infant was choking and gurgling, with milk and phlegm coming out 
of her nose and mouth. The distraught mother attempted to remove the phlegm but was unsuc-
cessful, and the baby’s airway obstruction, coupled with her history of acute asthma and acid 
reflux, was fast turning fatal. A guardian angel was needed, and arrived in the form of Deputy 
Sheriff Jeffrey Mike, a 16-year veteran of the Patrol Division. Every law enforcement of-
ficer is trained, and recertified yearly, in the critical skills of CPR. Most go their careers with-
out ever using those skills in the field. All pray to never have to perform them on a baby. Deputy 
Sheriff Mike took the baby from her mother, and immediately turned her over and gave her 
back thrusts to try and clear her airway. Then, in a real life enactment that seems lifted from a 
Hollywood police drama, he gingerly placed the baby on the hood of his squad car and per-
formed the tiniest of rescue breaths with his CPR mask. After a series of finger sweeps of the 
infant’s mouth, and a series of the shallowest of chest compressions, the baby first made a 
closed fist, and then opened her eyes, gagged and resumed breathing on her own. Milwaukee 
Fire paramedics relieved a staggered Deputy Sheriff, and transported the infant to Children's 
Hospital. That night, she slept soundly in her hospital room. Later, with time to consider what he 
had done, Deputy Sheriff Mike was typically modest, stating to his brother and sister officers, 
“Thank you to everyone for the calls, texts, and FB posts. I appreciate it. I did what any one of 
you would have done in my shoes. I’m very happy everything turned out how it did.” Commenting 
to local media, he observed, “I don’t do this for the publicity or the accolades. I was happy I was 
there. I was happy I could help,”  We agree. For his instantaneous actions, under trying circum-
stances in performing infant CPR alongside an interstate expressway, in the highest tradition of 
lifesaving for the most vulnerable of our citizens, the MCSO is proud to present Deputy Sheriff 
Jeffrey Mike with the Sheriff’s Superior Achievement Award. He is a previous recipient of a Let-
ter of Commendation.  
 
Nominated by:   Captain Daniel Hughes 

This Afternoon’s MCSO Honor Guard 
 

  Deputy Sheriff Scott Krueger, Commanding  Sergeant Fred Gladney           
  Deputy Sheriff Anthony Kraus    Deputy Sheriff Michael Koch 
  Deputy Sheriff Pamela Terrell    Deputy Sheriff David Desmet 



 
 

“Better is the little of the righteous   
Than the abundance of the many wicked;  

Depart from evil, and do good; 
So shall you abide forever;  
for the Lord loves justice.” 

Psalm 34:16 / 27-28 

The 
Medal 

Of 
Valor 

November 2, 2012 

Shortly after 2AM on a cold November morning, Deputy Sheriff Douglas Burmeister, a 20-year 
veteran serving in the Patrol Division, was doing the job that he has most loved during his career: 
hunting drunken drivers. Deputy Burmeister has over 520 OWI arrests to his credit, by far the most 
of active MCSO members. On that morning, on I94, he made just such a stop. Noting the presence of 2 
males in the vehicle, a 22-year-old driver and a 24-year-old passenger, he made his approach. The 
driver was belligerent; the passenger calm and friendly, offering his identification without being 
asked. Once the driver was out of the car, with sobriety tests underway, the passenger’s true nature 
emerged. Sneaking out of the car, he came up behind Deputy Burmeister, savagely assaulting him and 
delivering a shattering blow to the Deputy’s skull. Dazed and turning to face his attacker, Deputy Bur-
meister continued to be pummeled, and was knocked to the ground. His attacker, all 275 pounds, 
leapt onto the deputy and rained a barrage of blows on his head and neck, while chanting, “Where’s 
your friends now?” When he began being brutally head butted into the pavement, Deputy Burmeister 
knew that he was in a fight for his life, against one if not two committed adversaries. Reaching for his 
service pistol he found it pinned under his body, with almost 500 pounds pressing it into the roadway. 
Unable to draw the pistol, Deputy Burmeister keyed his microphone, calling an officer assist while the 
blows continued. Reaching his opposite side, Deputy Burmeister was able to unholster his Taser, and 
mustering what remained of his strength, he hoisted his attacker off him, struggled to his feet, and 
delivered a series of decisive shocks. Upon turning to locate the driver in the darkness, Deputy Bur-
meister was relieved to find that the backup officer that he had summoned had arrived and con-
trolled the belligerent driver, needing  OC spray to do so. Charges, convictions, and a 3-year prison 
sentence awaited Deputy Burmeister’s assailant. In this incident, Deputy Sheriff Douglas Burmeister 
displayed tenacity, proficiency, admirable post- incident restraint, and the “warrior mindset” that is 
the hallmark of law enforcement training. Regaining the upper hand, he not only survived but also 
took his own attacker into custody. For these actions, the MCSO is proud to present him with the 
Medal of Valor.  
 
Nominated by:   Captain Daniel Hughes 
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