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Semi-truck Flatbed Carrying Forklift Strikes Wisconsin Avenue Bridge 

 

  
 
Milwaukee, WI – Today at 10:03 a.m., sheriff’s squads responded to reports of a semi 
travelling northbound on US45 that had struck the Wisconsin Avenue bridge.  The semi 
flatbed truck was carrying a telescopic forklift with a thirty-foot boom arm.  
 
Three vehicles were struck by concrete which was dislodged from the bridge upon impact.  
There were no injuries in this incident. 
 
All northbound lanes of US45 were closed, along with the ramps to US45 northbound from 
I-94, in order to have State of Wisconsin Department of Transportation bridge inspectors 
determine if traffic could safely proceed under the damaged bridge.  The girders had 
visible damage which included broken concrete, and severed structural cable strands. 
There was concrete debris littering all lanes of traffic.  
 
Due to the bridge damage and debris, all northbound traffic was diverted off the freeway at 
the Wisconsin Avenue/Bluemound Road off ramp, around the Wisconsin Avenue bridge, 
and allowed to reenter the freeway north of the bridge via the Wisconsin Avenue on ramp. 
Additionally, to ease traffic congestion, the East to North and West to North ramps in the 
Zoo Interchange were shut down by the Milwaukee County Highway Department. 
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The operator of the striking semi, an employee with Ideal Crane Rental, Inc. in Milwaukee, 
holds a valid Wisconsin driver's license with Commercial Vehicle Endorsement and a clear 
driving record.  He was cited for the following violations: 
ss348.10(3m) - Operate Vehicle Without Securely Fastened Load, $212.00 fine, and 
ss348.06(1) - Operate Vehicle Excess Height Without Permit, $212.00 fine. 
 
The maximum allowable height without a permit is 13 feet 6 inches. The height of 
the Wisconsin Avenue bridge is 15 feet 2 inches. 
 
The bridge inspectors advised that traffic would not be permitted to drive directly over the 
damaged girder. Wisconsin Avenue, eastbound lane 2, over US45 will need to 
remain closed indefinitely, as well as the southern pedestrian walkway. The 
Milwaukee County Highway Department set up traffic barrels for this long term closure. 
 
All lanes of traffic re-opened at 2:03 p.m. 
 
It should be noted that the other bridges in Milwaukee County that the subject 
passed under were checked and were not damaged. The Wisconsin State Patrol 
checked the bridges from Oconomowoc to Milwaukee and reported no damage. 
 

### 

http://www.mkesheriff.org/

	Semi-truck Flatbed Carrying Forklift Strikes Wisconsin Avenue Bridge
	Fran McLaughlin
	Public Information Officer
	Sheriff
	Milwaukee County
	Sheriff’s Office
	Sheriff


	Sheriff
	Sheriff

