
MILWAUKEE COUNTY PARKS TRAILS COUNCIL MEETING

May 10, 2006 AT 10:00 AM

	At the South Park Pavilion –

2900 South Shore Drive


Milwaukee County Trails Council Minutes

Members in attendance:

Jack Hirt

Marty Weigel

Tom Schwan

Guy Smith

Frank Furdek

Melanie Houston

Angie Tornes

Melissa Cook

Bridget Bannon

Sup. Mark Borkowski

Chris Kegel

Guest:

Lois Kawatski

Marty Weigel called the meeting to order at 10:10 a.m.

Introductions

Menomonee River Proposed Trail Update:

Jack, Marty, and Guy met with Jennifer from the DNR regarding any water quality issues.  Marty also spoke with the Army Corps of Engineers.  The plan is to write a proposal for the entire corridor, although the trail would be adopted and any reconstruction would be in phases.

The goal would be to adopt the existing trails, we discussed fill requirements and permitting. There are differences between flood plains and wetlands.

Need wetland delineation either from SEWRPC or a private firm.

Will go through the proper planning process.

The REI grant through the Park People will help to fund the Trails Friends group as well as signage for the trail.

Possibly contract with the Bicycle Federation of Wisconsin to map the trail corridor.  Brigit Bannon mentioned that we should make sure to note and keep track of disability access to trails system-wide.

Marty is currently the Chairman of the Trails Friends Group, which was started through the Park People.

Melanie Houston gave more background regarding the REI Grant, creation of new friends groups, etc.

There was further discussion regarding the Trail Friends Group with Angie Tornes, Melissa Cook, and Melanie Houston.

1. Evening Trails Council Meeting

It was decided to have an evening Trails Council meeting for increased public participation.  The meeting will be on Wednesday, Sept. 13th from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.  The tentative location is the Underwood Will-O-Way.

2. Boardwalk and Structure Liability

Melissa Cook gave an update on our questions regarding volunteers constructing or installing boardwalks or structures on trails and liability issues.  If a volunteer group creates a structure, then the group should turn this over to the control of the governing municipality for Recreational Immunity.

3. Hank Aaron State Trail

Gov. Doyle announced recently that the State would be purchasing the 5 mile section of abandoned rail corridor that will connect the Hank Aaron to the Oak Leaf, the Zoo, State Fair Park, and creates a great East-West connector.  This will go before the Natural Resource Board on May 24th. The purchase price is $4.5 million and there is a CMAQ grant of $1.6 million that will be used to develop the trail. 

Melissa Cook also mentioned that the Grand Slam celebration for the trail will be on August 12th.  Hank Aaron himself will be in attendance.

4. Beerline Trail

Angie Tornes discussed the Beerline extension of the Oak Leaf Trail.  A segment of the land is owned by the River Revitalization Foundation, some by Parks, easement being secured from a private land owner, etc.  Things are progressing

5. West Allis Connector

This project is on hold until a ruling is made by the railroad commissioner regarding some key railroad crossing needs.

6. Trails Network Plan

-Marty and Guy requested that members review this plan.  The council can forward changes, additions, etc. to Guy by June 2nd.  

-The Facilities Committee (Marty, Jack, and Guy) will begin to look through the suggestions and help to formulate another draft.

-As a council we will review the draft at the July 12th meeting.

7. MMSD County Grounds Project

-State Forest Education Center, includes hiking trails.

-Potential trails around MMSD’s basins.

-Canoeing and kayaking will not be affected by this project.

8. Brief Discussion re: Critical Mass Rides

Several cyclists from a critical mass ride two weeks ago were cited for not having their bicycles registered as well as a couple of other violations.  This situation has initiated talks between bicycle professionals and advocates to work through MPD to create a more positive relationship and meaningful ride.

Many citizens including trail council members were unaware that bicycles are required to be registered.  Information for registration is available on the City of Milwaukee’s Website.

Rain Dates:

-Marty Weigel suggested that events that could adversely affect trails when there are wet conditions should have a rain date.

ADA Pier Update:

Bridget Bannon mentioned that she discussed the possibility of an ADA pier with an official from Harley Davidson to be located an the new HD Museum.  It appears that HD is leaning towards having a ramp.  Bridget would suggest having an elevator.  Hopefully, discussions will continue.

Angie Tornes also pointed out that the National Park Service has a site called Logical Lasting Launches that shows practical ADA designs.  This is located at www.nps/rtca.

Meeting Adjourned at 12:05 p.m.

Guy made the motion, Bridget seconded the motion.

