
MILWAUKEE COUNTY PARKS TRAILS COUNCIL MEETING

APRIL 12th, 2006 AT 10:00 AM

	At the Mitchell Park Pavilion –

2200 West Pierce Street, Milwaukee 53215


· Meeting began at 10:00 AM.

· Introductions

· Supervisor Mark Borkowski introduced County Clerk Mark Ryan to the members of the Council.  Mr. Ryan described the duties of his office.  Mr. Ryan officially appointed the members to the council.

· The March 7th, 2006 meeting minutes approved.  Dave Schlabowske made the motion.  Guy Smith seconded it.

· Urban Water Trail Presentation by Cheryl Nenn, Friends of Milwaukee’s Rivers (Power Point and Discussion)
Discussed project, goals, distributed maps.  Maps show access points, restaurants, rest areas, etc.

Permission for access sites from five municipalities and Ozaukee and Milwaukee Counties.

Discussed Gap Analysis.

Potential Pier/Kayak site at the new Harley Davidson Museum.

Follow through with the solutions of gaps analysis.

Need to add handicap accessible ramps. FMR to work with municipalities.  Possible sites to work on are Pere Marquette and the Lincoln Fishing Pier.  Possibly at Harley Davidson Museum?

Establishing Officers

Chairperson:

Nomination for Marty Weigel:  made first by Angie Tornes, seconded by Melissa Cook.  The Council vote was unanimous for Marty to become Chairperson.

Marty Weigel is an alderman in the City of West Allis, President of the Metro Mountain Bikers, as well as a business owner.

Vice Chairperson:

Nomination for Chris Kegel:  made first by Melissa Cook, seconded by Angie Tornes.

Chris Kegel served on the State Trails Council for several years, owner of Wheel and Sprocket, involved with Ozaukee County Trails, as well as the International Mountain Bike Association.

Secretary:

Nomination for Angie Tornes:  Angie nominated herself, Melissa Cook seconded it.

Angie works for the National Park Service in the Rivers and Trails Program, affiliated with Wisconsin Walks, recently worked on the Milwaukee Urban Water Trail Project and lives in Bay View.

Mountain Bike Trail Proposal

· Marty Weigel discussed that the Metro Mountain bikers were developing a proposal for having the section of trail from Burleigh to Hwy 100 along the Menomonee River Parkway officially designated.  Trail would be one way for mountain bikes and the trail would be open for hikers, runners, etc.

Discussed pros and cons regarding potential boardwalks.


Potential Liability Issues


Maintenance


Potential DNR permits

· A Proposal will be viewed by the Parks Department, Planning and Development Division, discussion with the DNR.

The Park People’s Grant and Trail Proposal along the Men. River Parkway

· Jim Price, President of The Park People explained that their organization received a $10,000 grant for improvements along the Menomonee River Parkway.  Some of the money and efforts would be directed toward invasive plant removal and planting of natives.  Some of the money and efforts would be applied to trail improvement and signage.

· The Park People will be hosting an event for Earth Day on April 22nd for treating invasives and planting along the Menomonee River Parkway.

XTERRA Triathlon

· Event on August 5th and 6th, 2006.

· Marty Weigel suggested having a closed course during the race.  Make sure to have public notice along the trails two weeks prior to the event.  Avoid racer and general trail user conflicts.  Marty suggested writing a draft policy.
· Look at policies of other special event races such as bike races and cross country races.
· Need consistency in policies.
· Good event, just need to ensure safety.  This will be the second year the event is in Milwaukee.
· The next meeting will be Wednesday, May 10th, 10:00AM at the South Shore Pavilion.
Meeting adjourned at 12 noon.
