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Trails Council Meeting Minutes

Tuesday March 27, 2007

Scheduled for 10:00am

Meeting held at Parks Administration

9480 Watertown Plank Road 

ATTENDEES:  Guy Smith, Jack Hirt, Bill Gross, Jim Marks, Bridget Bunnon, Paul Kortebein, Marty Weigel, Jim Goulee, Dave Schlabowske

AGENDA:

· Approval of Minutes

· Summary of Trails Plan Public Meeting

· Bike Rack Installation (Jack Hirt, BikeFed)

· Washington D.C. Bike Summit Summary (Marty Weigel)

· Up Coming Trail Project and Events

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER AT: 10:05 AM

SUMMARY OF TRAILS PLAN PUBLIC MEETING

· Everyone agreed the overall outcome of the public meeting was prosperous 

· An estimated 106 on-line surveys were submitted

· 15-20 surveys were completed the night of the meeting

· April 15th 2007 closing the surveys; both on-line and in person

· Information on internet is being utilized based off of public feedback

· IMSD is updating site in September and forms will be able to be submitted on line 

· Talked about contacting IMSD about a way of tracking visitors on the trails site

· Public input comments focus on people who seemed supportive of improvising trails. Trail users seemed to be overall broad

· Plan to set date to finalize after April 15th 2007- May or June at the latest

· Expecting County Board to act on ASAP – Guy Smith will converse with Sue Black to try to get on the agenda 

· Scheduled a meeting on April 24th 2007 for sifting through comments at Parks Administration Building

· Suggested for future public meeting to be held near a bus station so it is more accessible for non-drivers.

· Necessary to adopt a plan before asking County Board for money

· Still concerned about having a trail pass – people’s level of expectations will rise once they are being charged 

BIKE RACK INSTALATION – Jack Hirt BikeFed

· Jack informed us the locations where bike racks were installed: 6 racks at the Domes, when prior to that there was no place to put bikes, racks being installed at pools, Martin Luther King Park, and Polaski High School

· Considered using old bike racks because they are able to lock with a cable lock.

· Jack discouraged the use of fence racks 

· Bike racks have already been purchased and they are ready to be installed

· There is a concern about the heated sidewalks because they can cause damage if drilled

· There is no concrete at this time in Cathedral square to install newer bike trails and there is not money to pour any

· Guy Smith will look into additional bike racks that the Parks may have

· Jack Hirt is looking for ideas where to place the remaining racks, over 1,000 racks have been installed already

· The market value of the racks were roughly $110.00 each

· They are made in Madison between the prices of $120-$180 completely installed U-Rack, four holes, in concrete

· There is a contract with a private construction company to install the racks

· CMAQ application availability every other year

WASHINGTON D.C. BIKE SUMMIT SUMMARY 

· Goal is to get 12 million dollars (fully funding) which is only an additional 3 million dollars more

· Unable to meet with the Congressman in D.C. 

· The main goal is to get more people on bikes their primary reason for not riding is: “Too complicated.”

· Wisconsin is one of the most difficult states for getting money 

UPCOMING TRAIL PROJECTS AND EVENTS

· Submitted, Safe Routes To School Grants. Beloit Road underpass project, Congress to Silver spring trail projects slated for 2007

· Soft Trail along Milwaukee River to be expanded

· Waiting on dates, working on stencils for mileage markers

· 100th Anniversary celebration at Curry Park

· Harley is donating a Soft Tail - $5.00/ticket

· Opportunity for Friends Group to make money – goal is to get as many tickets out as possible 

· Goal is to raise $100,000.00

· 10% of total ticket sales can come back to Friends Group that can benefit the opportunity to Trails Council

·  Any one can sell the tickets - $5.00 each or 5 for $20

·  Wheel and Sprocket will have a booth selling tickets

· Print 40,000 tickets 

OTHER

· Minutes approved 11:28 a.m.

· Meeting at Parks Administration April 24, 2007 at 10:00 am

· Plan a meeting soon after 4/24/07 to get prepared for County Board

· Bridget would like to facilitate or gear something in the Park Trails for people with disabilities.

Meeting adjourned:  11:30 a.m.

Notes taken by: Angelina D’Amico

March 27, 2007

