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Trails Council Meeting Minutes

Thursday November 1, 2007

Scheduled for 10:00am

Meeting held at Parks Administration

9480 Watertown Plank Road 

ATTENDEES:  Sue Black, Guy Smith, Jack Hirt, Bill Gross, Jim Marks, Bridget Bannon, Marty Weigel, Jim Goulee, Dave Schlabowske, Melissa Cook, Jim Goulee, Harold Schmidt, Chris Kegel

AGENDA:

· Budget Impacts on Park Staffing 

· Milwaukee River Work Group and Trail in Mke River Corridor

· IMBA Trail Care Crew Visit 

· Portage upgrades at Estabrook Dam and Rapids/Dam removal status

· AmeriCorp crew wrap up and next year   

· MMSD contact for deadfall clearing on Mke and Menomonee Rivers

· MTB contact for deadfall clearing on Menomonee River Corridor: Hoyt and Harley Woods

· Friends of Trails update

· Urban Rivers Conference review 

· Mountain bike concerns along unauthorized areas

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER AT: 10:03 AM

Reviewed March 20, 2007 Trails Council Meeting Minutes taken. 

Minutes were approved.

· Budget Impacts on Park Staffing – May have more workers, forestry, major equipment operators

· Milwaukee River Work Group and Trail in Mke River Corridor- 

-OLT Mile Markers –Funded by Badgerland Striders. 

-Box grant- help funding for GIS

-First goal is zoning overlay to protect view shed of corridor – traveling within river you are not viewing condos 

Paved; crushed; mountain bike concerns

· IMBA Trail Care Crew Visit

Weekday meeting, park staff, volunteer staff

Caesars Park – Accessible for wheel chairs – Canoe launch and Coastal management grant

Everyone agreed to find a word that doesn’t include roller bladers (posting in a park) 

Spoke about name of “central park” issues. Marsupial bridges – three or four times more expensive, integrating into already existing vehicular bridges

Sue Black spoke about the budget – Positive impact for everyone including trails

Park District: Bill has been written – Forestry, T.V. program, WPRA, separate parks districts

WPRA Awarded seven awards

· Portage upgrades at Estabrook Dam and Rapids/Dam removal status 

Plans for the dam: 

Need to make safer

Warnings need to be put up

Melissa Cook, WI DNR, suggested a work group or subcommittee

· AmeriCorp crew wrap up and next year – Guy Smith

Removed downed willow debris and other vegetation to expand the East Bank Trail. Developed mountain bike trails, did native plantings, painted murals, worked with Melissa Cook at WDNR, etc. 

Worked in Franklin on invasive plant

Will be applying for a crew for next year.  May be able to get a crew in spring or summer.

Meeting adjourned:  11:30 a.m.

Notes taken by: Angelina D’Amico
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