Trails Council Meeting Minutes

Tuesday February 20, 2007

Scheduled for 10:00am

Meeting held at Parks Administration, 9480 Watertown Plank Road

ATTENDEES:  Guy Smith, Melissa Cook, Jim Goulee, Marty Weigel, Frank Furdek, Paul Kortebein, Dave Schlabowske. Sign in sheet passed around at meeting. 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER AT 10:10A.M.

· Focus on Monday’s public meeting

· Goal: Duration of meeting to last 1-1 1/2 hours

Monday’s Public Meeting, Draft Trails Network Plan

· Add details and revise directions 

· All agreed that the information and materials necessary for the Public meeting will be: Trails Network Plans, surveys, suggestion sheets or a board for the public to write their input on. Print out of large maps. Handouts containing information about our parks history, who the members are, background, what we are doing and why.

· Major emphasize on public input and how important their ideas and opinions are

· Two handouts:

1.
Who we are and what we have been doing

2.
Public Input

· Include the address of where to forward comments for those who leave with the form. Contacts listed: Guy Smith and Marty Weigel
· Design a layout to make obvious what the goals are. Emphasize the goals to make clear.
· Online survey resulted against the trail pass issue: very controversial and negative impact on the public.
· Sign-up sheet for people interested in volunteering for Milwaukee Trails.
· Separate sign-up sheet for those interested in volunteering with Friends of Milwaukee Trails. 
· Park People should be able to facilitate and be available for answering questions from the public and as information guides.
· Meeting is scheduled from 5:00-8:00- trying to eliminate a formal presentation- if unable to do that the plan is to go off of the agenda items- Goal: 5-10 minute formal presentation.
· Planned on 10 paper copies and 10 Trails Network Plans-Suggested a sign up for plans to be sent to individuals.
· Guy Smith is planning on arriving at 3:30p.m.
· Name tags for Trails Council Members 
County Trail Update

· Coastal Management committed to donating $150,000.00 for extending East Bank Trail 

· Talked about how conservation crews funded 40 students 8 crew leaders- 30 students and 8 crew leaders – committed to trail restoration and hiking trails. The other 10 students- Urban Ecology- Schlitz Audobon

· Americorps crew anticipated for next fall. 

· South shore park watch might be helping with planting and erosion control 

· Suggested to find the Kids Program – help from kids recommended-paid through budget incentives.15-20 hours/week; suggested by Melissa Cook.

Miscellaneous Meeting Topics

· On the comments sheet for the Monday’s Public Meeting – “Please send comments by: Decided date: April 15, 2007.
· Evaluate data before April- goal is to have in front of and approved by the county boards by 2007.
· Next Trails Council Meeting scheduled for March 20, 2007 @ 10:00 a.m. at the park administration.

Meeting adjourned at 11:13 a.m.

Notes taken by: Angelina D’Amico, Parks Administration

