Washington Park 
Washington Park is a 134.8 acre site of metropolitan significance.  It was turned over to Milwaukee County by the City of Milwaukee as part of the 1937 consolidation of parks.  Land for the park was originally acquired by the City in 1891 and was at that time named West Park. 

The initial design for the park was done by Frederick Law Olmsted, the nationally renowned landscape architect, who among his accomplishments, designed Central Park in New York City.  (He was also retained to design Lake and Riverside Parks in Milwaukee).

Early development of the park included laying out of walks and drives, excavating of ponds, construction of bridges and numerous plantings.  In 1900, the site was renamed Washington Park and subsequently underwent considerable modifications from Olmsted’s original design as the result of the construction of athletic and sporting facilities as well as development of Milwaukee’s first zoo.

 As early as 1902, the City Park Board had decided that Washington Park should be the home of all Milwaukee sports.  In conjunction with this decision, numerous facilities were constructed including various athletic fields, lawn tennis courts, a six hole golf course, a one-mile horse racing track, Milwaukee’s first toboggan slide and a grandstand facility with lockers and a field building.  Ultimately, the golf course had to be eliminated due to the rapid expansion of the zoo.

As of 1912, the Milwaukee Zoo which was located on what is now Hwy. 41 as well as a portion of the Senior Center site, was ranked sixth in the nation as a result of the number of specimens it maintained.  In 1938, Music Under the Stars programming commenced in the new Emil Blatz Temple of Music.  The Goethe-Schiller monument which stands near the Temple of Music was dedicated in 1908.  It was donated by thirty German-American cultural societies and represents pride in the artistic and poetic achievements of the German people.  The monument was rededicated in August of 1999 by the German-American Societies of Milwaukee.  

In addition to the facilities mentioned above, the park contains a multi-use community building adjacent to a lagoon which provides for fishing in the summer and serves ice skaters in the winter, a swimming pool, baseball diamonds, soccer fields, basketball and tennis courts, sand volleyball, play equipment and numerous picnic areas.  Additionally, the park contains a major senior citizen center, which is operated by Milwaukee County’s Department on Aging. 

Following an in-depth study and analysis that began in 1999, a master plan for the design and redevelopment of Washington Park was introduced in June 2000.  Its major objectives are to increase user safety and to improve vehicular and pedestrian circulation.  Among the plan’s recommendations are new lighting and asphalt paths, new children’s play equipment, picnic shelters, a restroom and concessions building, an overlook area, park and directional signage, an improved drainage system, general landscaping improvements and a clean-up of the lagoon.  Furthermore, the existing elements of Washington Park, such as park paths, drives, parking areas and soccer and athletic fields, will be improved through redesign, expansion and/or removal and relocation.  Initial project design development is funded in the 2001 adopted Parks Department Capital Improvement Budget. 

