                                             Parks During World War II (1942- 1945)

World War II affected every phase of life and activity in America and the Milwaukee County Park System was no exception. The many changes caused by the war placed a much greater responsibility on parks. As an increased strain was placed on individual budgets, the free and low cost recreational opportunities offered by the parks became an item of greater importance. Long vacation trips were impossible for many families during these years due to industrial production schedules that did not allow for breaks, as well as shortages of cars, tires and gasoline.

During the first year of the war the method of operation in the parks did not differ much from normal because budgets were appropriated prior to the outbreak of hostilities. However, each successive year was marked by problems of increasing difficulty and construction work during these years was limited to the barest essentials.

The labor situation during the war years was aggravated both by the transfer of regular park employees to the defense industry and by enlistment’s and drafts into the armed services. However, the cooperation received from the employees remaining resulted in all parks being maintained in an attractive and useable condition. 

In addition to handling normal operations many park employees, facilities, and pieces of equipment were designated for a role in civil defense. A communication system was established that enabled the parks service department to mobilize within 15 minutes all personnel assigned to these tasks. Parks was given a variety of responsibilities ranging from road clearance to auxiliary police and firemen, air raid wardens, public feeding and housing and first aide.

The park system performed admirably during the entire duration of the war and met all the challenges it was called upon to carry out despite the many adversities.
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