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Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Park & Community Center





The park is located on 21.3 acres extending west from North 14th Street to North 17th Street and north from West Juneau Avenue to West Vliet Street.  It was named in memory of the greatest civil rights leader of our times.





Acquisition of the park dates back to 1968 when the Milwaukee County Park Commission purchased the land from the City of Milwaukee redevelopment agency.





The community center opened its doors to the public on June 6, 1976.  It was designed to provide health care facilities, adult recreational areas, a teen center, a child care center and a theater seating 240, as well as a gymnasium, exercise rooms and a boxing facility.  In 1986, an addition which houses a weight room was constructed.





The interior of the facility has remained essentially the same since its opening, however, the programs and site development have been altered to accommodate the changing needs of the community.  An example of this was the conversion of the tennis courts to basketball in 1996.





In 1997, a Hmong Educational Advancement Association established an outreach office in the King Center.  This is an initiative of Supervisor Elizabeth Coggs-Jones and the University of Wisconsin Extension to reach out to the Hmong community to encourage participation in Martin Luther King Center programming.  





Some time later this year or early next year a significant amount of hard surface adjacent to the main entrance of the community center will be removed and be replaced with turf and a large flower bed.   This enhancement has been made possible due to the generosity of the Park People in funding the project.   
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