GEORGE   HANSEN

Certain individuals played an extraordinary role in the development of the Milwaukee County Park System and George Hansen was certainly one of them.

Early in 1919, the Park Commission determined that the South Milwaukee lakefront site, which in 1920 would be named Grant Park, might be an excellent location for a golf course.  At the time the only public facilities in the area were a six-hole course in Lake Park and a nine-hole course in Lincoln Park. However, there were no public courses outside the City of Milwaukee.

To be able to accomplish creating a golf facility for the County, the Park Commission realized they would need to hire someone with the appropriate background. George Hansen who was running a successful course in Racine at the time, was considered to be the best candidate for the position if he could be convinced to work for Milwaukee County.

In May of 1919 Hansen agreed to a one year contract that would pay him $150 per month as well as giving him the privilege of teaching, selling clubs, balls, etc. for additional compensation.  He also was provided a house on the site for $10 per month.

Hansen designed and supervised construction of the Grant Park course, which opened in the summer of 1920.  In 1921 the Park Commission extended his contract to five years. At that point in time, Mr. Hansen was receiving offers from other communities and the Commission felt this move was essential in order to retain his services. 

Recognizing his abilities not only as a golf course expert but also as a very effective manager, the Park Commission appointed George Hansen to the position of Superintendent of Parks in 1926. During his tenure, Hansen also designed golf courses at Greenfield (1923), Currie (1927), Brown Deer (1929) and Whitnall (1932).  Additionally, he led the department through the very complex issues associated with the consolidation of parks in 1937.

George Hansen provided 31 years of dedicated service to the Milwaukee County Park System, 25 of them as the Superintendent of Parks. He passed away on December 3, 1950 at the age of 61 while still holding that position. Hansen Golf Course is named in his honor. In 2001 he was inducted into the Wisconsin State Golf Association Hall of Fame.
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