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Parks Department Offers Natural-Areas Fall Field Trips 

 
Milwaukee, WI (Sept. 15, 2015) – Natural Areas staff of the Milwaukee County Parks will lead a series of 
field trips exploring the park system through the end of October. Through the series, participants will have the 
opportunity to accompany staff along the Forked Aster Hiking Trail System, through hotspots for warblers and 
wildflowers, and off the beaten path to discover the ecology of natural areas.  
 
Autumn birding will be the focus of two programs. The first is offered Tuesday, Sept. 22, from 9:30-11:30 
a.m. at Greenfield Park. The second is offered Saturday, Oct. 17, from 9-11 a.m. at Grobschmidt Park. Both 
locations are eBird hotspots. Over 120 species have been documented in Greenfield Park and 140 in 
Grobschmidt Park. All levels of birders are welcome to sign up for the programs. 

 
Exploring the Forked Aster Hiking Trail will be the activity Tuesday, Oct. 6 from 9:30-11:30 a.m. at Franklin 
Park. The trail winds through the Franklin Savanna, a State Natural Area—one of only three in Milwaukee 
County. The area is an outstanding example of the native oak savanna community that once covered most of 
southern Wisconsin. 
 
A workshop on invasive species will be offered Saturday, Oct. 31 from 9-11 a.m., at Grant Park. Participants 
will learn ways to identify several woody and herbaceous invasive species and methods to control them.     
 
Programs are limited to 20 people. Hiking conditions vary by site, from easy walking to strenuous hiking. 
Participants should check conditions when registering. 
 
Registration and payment must be received three days before the program date. The program fee is $15 per 
person over 12; $10 per person age 2-12 or 60 and better. Children under 2 are admitted free. Credit card 
payments may be made by phone at (414) 257-6521 or in person at Parks Administration, 9480 Watertown 
Plank Road, Wauwatosa. The Public Services Office at Parks Administration will also accept payments of cash 
or check.    
 
For more information, contact Brian Russart, Natural Areas Coordinator, at (414) 257-6521 or 
brian.russart@milwaukeecountywi.gov  
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