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Milwaukee County Installs New Dynamic Paving System at Sports Complex 
Permeable Pavers Help Reduce Storm-Water Pollution 

 
Milwaukee, WI (November 6, 2012) Milwaukee County Parks announced the opening of the 
reconstructed Sports Complex Parking Lot, featuring a permeable-paver system designed to reduce 
pollution from storm-water runoff. The public is invited to see a demonstration of water infiltrating the 
new lot at the Sports Complex, 6000 W. Ryan Road, on Thursday, November 8 at 9:30 a.m. 
 
“With this project, Milwaukee County’s departments of Parks, Recreation and Culture, and Architecture, 
Engineering and Environmental Services have come together not only to employ best management 
practices for storm-water runoff, but also to remove a strain from the storm-water sewer system,” County 
Executive Chris Abele said.  
 
The paver system and surrounding vegetated swales will reduce the peak-flow rate of runoff from a 2-
year storm by 40% and will remove 65% of the total suspended solids, or TSS. TSS are the organic and 
inorganic particles suspended in the water. Reducing the amount of these solids helps to improve water 
quality in the nearby Root River. 
 
The concrete pavers, EcoOptiloc® by Unilock, cover about 2 acres of the 5-acre parking lot. They 
provide a hard, durable driving surface that is stronger than pour-in-place concrete. The paver shapes 
have specially designed spaces between them that also contribute to surface infiltration while meeting the 
Americans with Disabilities Act specifications for permeable pavements.  
 
Around the perimeter of the lot, newly constructed swales contain native vegetation with deep root 
structures to take up the water, reduce flow rates, prevent erosion, and capture pollutants in the storm-
water runoff. 
 
“In 2007, when I wrote the Green Print resolution to augment the environmental and conservation 
initiatives throughout Milwaukee County, this is one of the types of projects I had envisioned,” said 
County Board Chairwoman Marina Dimitrijevic. “This is another example of how we are finding ways to 
use our resources more efficiently to minimize financial and environmental impacts.” 

-more- 



 
 
 
Manufacturers of paver systems calculate the life-cycle cost of a paver system to be less expensive than 
black top when maintenance and repair costs are considered. Regular surface cleaning keeps the 
permeable paver system functioning, and, if repairs are needed, individual components can be replaced. 

 
For information on Milwaukee County Parks, visit countyparks.com   
For information on Milwaukee County’s Green Print, visit 
http://county.milwaukee.gov/DPW/MilwaukeeCountysGreenPrint.htm 
For information on the Unilock EcoOptiloc® paver system, visit unilock.com  
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