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For Immediate Release:

Jacobus Park Nature Trail and the Milwaukee Urban Water Trail are Named as National Recreation Trails

(Milwaukee, WI) – Jacobus Park Nature Trail in Jacobus Park, 6501 W. Hillside Lane, has been designated by Dirk Kempthorne, Secretary of the Interior of the United States, as a new National Recreation Trail.  Secretary Kempthorne also designated the Milwaukee Urban Water Trail, which is a project spearheaded by the Friends of Milwaukee’s Rivers with various partners including Milwaukee County Parks.  The Interior Secretary named 36 trails in 24 states as new National Recreation Trails, adding more than 800 miles of trails to the National Trails System.

“The new trails joining the National Trail System illustrate the diversity of the country’s pathways,” Kempthorne said.  “These remarkable resources provide outdoor recreational opportunities that include the chance to hike the rolling tundra of Alaska’s backcountry, paddle an urban waterway in Milwaukee, bike an abandoned railway in Utah, ride an equestrian trail in Virginia, or wander along a nature loop in Oklahoma.”

The Jacobus Park trail meanders through woods and along a seasonal streambed in a beautiful neighborhood park.  “The stainless steel interpretive signs and the surrounding flora and fauna educate children and adults alike, says Parks Director Sue Black.” 

"Friends of Milwaukee's Rivers is thrilled that the Milwaukee Urban Water Trail has been designated as a National Recreation Trail.  We hope that the citizens of Milwaukee use the water trail for recreation and exercise and as an alternate way to enjoy and explore our City,” said Cheryl Nenn, Riverkeeper for Friends of Milwaukee's Rivers.

Each of the trails inducted into the National Recreation Trails System will receive a certificate of designation and trail markers.  They join a network of more than 900 trails encompassing more than 10,000 miles.  For more information contact Guy Smith, Milwaukee County Parks Trails Coordinator at (414) 257-4782.
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