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McGovern Park Woodlands: American Beech, White Trout Lily, and Bloodroot
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Parks- Natural Areas

Jacobus

· Removal of buckthorn and honeysuckle (mechanical and herbicides)

McGovern

· Removal of buckthorn and honeysuckle (mechanical and herbicides)

Warnimont

· Removal of teasel (mechanical) 

Cudahy Nature Preserve

· Removal of garlic mustard (pulling & herbicides)

Kohl

· See SCA section of the report

Lake- Locust Street Ravine

· Erosion control in the ravines due to flooding

· Wahl Avenue bluff restoration with Lake Park Friends

· Work began on the waterfall ravine
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Bender

· Treatment of teasel

· Prescribed burn on north slope adjacent to the lake (approx 12 acres)

· Youth Campground installation

Rainbow Airport

· Woody vegetation removal (mechanical)

· Seed collection with volunteers (2 days)
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Estabrook 

Buckthorn and honeysuckle removal

Grobschmidt

· Slope cleared between wetland and upland CRP field to address gulley erosion and improve Butler’s Gartersnake habitat. 

Rawson Woods

· Trail work (installation of water bars, cribbing, and mulch)

· Removal of buckthorn and garlic mustard (mechanical and herbicides)

Oak Creek Pkwy

· Removal of buckthorn and honeysuckle north of the Mill Pond (mechanical and herbicides)

Doctors

· Garlic mustard control (pulling)

Mitchell Blvd

· Buckthorn, burdock, and garlic mustard removal (pulling and herbicides)

· Prairie mowing in the spring
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Grant

· Porcelain berry treatment (herbicides)

· Honeysuckle and buckthorn removal (mechanical and herbicide)

· Garlic mustard treatment (herbicides and pulling)

· Rain garden installation 

· Cribbing and storm damage work
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Greenfield

· Trail mapping

Juneau

· Removal of buckthorn tree of heaven, and garlic mustard (pulling, herbicide, mechanical)

· Installation of native pollinator garden in conjunction with the USFS

Parks Administration

· Installation of native pollinator garden

Saveland

· Narrow-leaved cattail removal, installation of turtle logs and fish cribs, and litter clean-up

[image: image6.jpg]



Granville Dog Park

· Poison Ivy control (herbicides)

Noyes Park

· Trail work (mulch)

· Removal of buckthorn (mechanical and herbicides)

· Species inventory with St Bernadette School
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Falk 

· Removal of garlic mustard, buckthorn, and honeysuckle (mechanical and herbicides)

· Mowing of the CRP fields

Root River Corridor

· Removal of buckthorn, honeysuckle, teasel, and oriental bittersweet (mechanical and herbicides)

Oakwood G.C. Woods

· Removal of buckthorn and honeysuckle (mechanical and herbicides)

Encroachment Issues

· Encroachment is a concern throughout the park system. Unfortunately, private citizens and businesses have extended lawns, cut down trees, built structures, and disposed of yard waste and refuse in the County Park’s natural areas throughout the system. 

· Encroachment issues were resolved at 11 sites located amongst Falk, Bender, and Grobschmidt Parks as well as the Menomonee River Parkway. 

Parks – Trails

· Milwaukee By Bike map updated (3/2008)

· Mountain bike trails created and opened at “Oak Hill” near Capitol Drive 

· Oak Leaf Trail received a 2008 “Best of Award” from Shepherd Express

· Forestry crews did clearing work along the Oak Leaf Trail countywide

· Several mile markers added along the Oak Leaf Trail by the Badgerland Striders

· Attended regular meeting of the Milwaukee County Trails Council

· Snowmobile grooming equipment is currently grooming trails at Grant, Whitnall, and Brown Deer for cross country and skate skiing
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Education

· Presentation at Wisconsin Association of Environmental Educators Conference

· Nature Hike and trails presentation at Lake Park

· Noyes Park Restoration day with St. Bernadette

· Presentations to the SCA, MCC, and Inland Seas students

· Assisted with Wehr’s Going Buggy & Bug Day

Lagoon Treatment

· Veterans

· Washington



· Scout Lake

· Jacobus 

· Humboldt

· Brown Deer

Lagoon Shoreline Restorations

· Humboldt

· Jacobus

· Washington
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Prescribed Burns

· Bender

· Fire breaks installed at HOC CRP, Bender, Grobschmidt, and Rainbow Airport Prairie for spring of 2009.

Partnerships

The Milwaukee County Parks Forestry Department was instrumental in the completion/progression of many projects namely in McGovern, Oak Creek Parkway, Falk, Bender, Noyes, and Jacobus Parks. They also chipped a substantial amount of material that was generated by The Park People’s weed-out events on Park properties. 

SCA- Conservation Leadership Corps

· Wehr - Prairie Days working with youth.

· Grant – Cribbing, trail work, invasive removal.

· Washington – Trail work, invasives removal, and native landscaping.  

· Kohl – Constructed trail turnpikes and wood chipped trails.

· Bender – Creation of the County Parks first youth campground.

· Kletzsch – Trail work and creation of canoe landing. 

· Beach clean up at Bradford and McKinley Beach.

· Environmental career fair at Johnson Controls

· In only the third year of the program it won the 2008 WPRA award for youth employment 

AmeriCorps NCCC (2 Teams)

· Invasive species removal at Grant, Oakwood, Saveland, Rawson Woods, Oak Creek Pkwy, Noyes, Menomonee River Pkwy, Franklin Savanna SNA, Cudahy SNA, Doctor’s, Falk, Juneau, Mitchell Blvd, and Jacobus.

· Trail work and erosion control at Rawson Woods, Grant, Lake, and Noyes.
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Eagle Scouts

· Kiosks and Leopold benches at Mitchell Blvd

· Bridges at Falk Park

· Lake Park bluebird houses and Leopold benches

· Sheridan Park hiking trail created along the beach and picnic area
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The Park People/County Park Events 

Weed-outs to remove invasive species were conducted at Lake, Menomonee River Pkwy, Estabrook, Grant, Greenfield, Noyes, Holler, McGovern, Kletzsch, and Honey Creek Pkwy.

UWM Service Learning Projects

· Journal writing at Kletzsch, Grant, and McGovern

· Educational signage created for Doctor’s and Jacobus

· Invasive species inventories and control at Greenfield and Brown Deer[image: image12.jpg]MiLwAUKEE COUNTY
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DATCP/DNR/NRCS

· Ash tree inventory






· Gulley Erosion Surveys at Franklin Savanna

· Grobschmidt contract

· Wrote and received an Urban Forestry grant to purchase an injector and to conduct EAB workshops. 

· Gypsy Moth spraying coordination 
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Agricultural Lands & CRP 

· Added 31.6 acres to the Park’s agricultural land base. This was land the County already owned that was being farmed without the County’s permission. 

· CRP mid-management activities (mowing/inter-seeding) were conducted on 64.5 acres. 

· CRP contracts were revised in order to give County Park staff greater management control and to reduce violations.

· 7 property line encroachments adjacent to CRP fields were resolved. 
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SEWISC (South-eastern Wisconsin Invasive Species Cooperative) 

· Assisted with the organization’s formation 

· MOU signed

· Natural Areas Coordinator is currently the Vice-President

Meetings

· Represented Milwaukee County Parks at meetings with: DNR, USFS, The Park People, Friends Groups, UW-Milwaukee, NRCS/FSA, UEC, MMSD, DPW, County Board Supervisors (6), Racine County, USF&W, Pheasants Forever, WAEE, Schools, Natural Resources Foundation, Farmers, AmeriCorps (NCCC), SWWT Trust, Franklin and Oak Creek Fire Chiefs, SEWRPC, and Private Citizens. 

·  105 meetings attended by the Natural Areas Coordinator representing Milwaukee County Parks

Staff

Full Time

· Dep. Regional Manager

· Natural Areas Coordinator

· Forestry Worker In-charge

· Collaboration with the forestry staff, Wehr’s Nature-in the Parks staff, and seasonal work force
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Summary

Looking back, we worked on improving and sustaining the natural areas on 29 sites managed by the Milwaukee County Parks Department. We worked directly with over 1200 citizens doing hands on restoration and/or educational presentations at conferences, elementary schools, colleges, and community group meetings. 
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Twinleaf at Jacobus Park
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