
Milwaukee County Employees’ Retirement System (ERS) 
Audit Committee Meeting 

MINUTES 
 
 

Call to Order 
Chairperson Vera Westphal called the Audit Committee meeting to order at 1:30 p.m. on Thursday, May 5, 
2016 in the Commission Room (210) of the Milwaukee County Courthouse, 901 N. 9th Street, Milwaukee, 
WI 53233. 
 
Board Members Present:   Others Present: 
Laurie Braun     Erika Bronikowski 
D. A. Leonard     Jim Carroll 
Vera Westphal    Mark Grady (arrived at 1:40 p.m.) 
      Steve Huff 
      Scott Manske (arrived at 1:40 p.m.) 
      Marian Ninneman 
      Vivian Aikin        
   
1.  Topic:  Optional Member Contributions 
Mr. Huff provided the Committee with a summary regarding contribution refunds from prior periods of 
service upon request for optional members and identified 3 possible options: 
- Refunds only for current employment period 
- Refunds for all prior periods of service after termination of any County employment  
- Refunds for all prior periods of service after termination of ERS-covered employment 
The Committee recommended presentation of this issue to the full Pension Board at a future meeting and 
asked that information on the actual number of optional members affected be included in that 
presentation.  Mr. Huff stated he would prepare a Rule change for the consideration by the full Pension 
Board. 
         
2.  Topic:  Normal Retirement Age 64 Early Retirement Calculation 
Mr. Huff reviewed the history of this topic for the Committee.  He stated that when Ordinance 
amendments changed the normal retirement age to 64 in 2010, the issue of early retirement was not 
addressed.  The Committee unanimously recommended that the full Pension Board consider requesting an 
Ordinance amendment to increase the early retirement age for those members whose normal retirement 
age is 64 so that no member’s benefit would be subject to a decrease of more than 25%.  Mr. Huff will 
draft an Ordinance change to present to the full Pension Board. 
     
3.  Topic:  Member Self Service Retirement Benefit Calculator 
Ms. Ninneman explained some of the issues that have plagued the calculator on the Member Self Service 
site.  These include the incompatibility of Internet Explorer 11 with self-service and also some technical 
issues particularly with age 64 normal retirements and the 4/1/2013 backdrop cap.  The Co-development 
team has been working with Vitech to correct these problems.  Ms. Ninneman also pointed out that these 
and other technical corrections must be completed before the V3 upgrade can proceed.  A question was 
raised about whether the upgrade was bondable and Mr. Manske indicated he would review his notes on 
the subject and provide an answer   
 
4.  Topic:  Administrative Errors 
Ms. Ninneman requested that this topic be referred to as “Administrative Corrections” in the future.  She 
advised the Committee that while there was nothing to report at this time, she will have more information 
to present at the June Committee meeting.  In response to a question from Ms. Braun about an issue 
raised by a retiree at the Annual Pension Board Meeting, Ms. Ninneman indicated that his issue involved 
the DC48 Furlough Settlement and not an administrative error.  
 
The Audit Committee meeting adjourned at 2:15 p.m.        
   


