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From the Director… 
 

Wraparound Milwaukee Sends Group 
to Healthy Transitions Initiative Meeting 

 Wraparound Milwaukee’s Project O’YEAH, 
along with representatives from the Wisconsin 
Department of Health - Division of Mental Health and 
Substance Abuse, were in attendance at the recent 
Healthy Transitions Annual Meeting in Annapolis, 
Maryland, March 21-23, 2012.  Attending from our 
Project were Pnina Goldfarb, Margaret Jefferson, Nate 
Lindsay, Kelly Pankiewicz and myself.  Representatives 
from the State included Marie Danforth and Sally 
Raschick from the Division of Mental Health, Linda 
Maitrejean from the Wisconsin Transition Initiative and 
Molly Cisco from Grassroots Empowerment.  Wisconsin 
was among 7 states attending the meeting, who have 
similar federal transition grants (Utah, Georgia, 
Oklahoma, Maryland, Missouri and Maine).  We were 
very proud to have two young adult participants with us 
– Nicholas Stelloh and Adrianne Terrell.  Nick actually 
wrote and sang a Rap song called “This is How We Do 
It” about how Project O’YEAH works with and supports 
the lives of young adults, which was a big hit.  Nick got 
to perform it for the Conference attendees on the last day 
of the meeting. 
 Among the activities at the meeting were the 
general sessions, affinity meetings and State meeting 
time.  We had the opportunity to review our 
Memorandum of Understanding with the Adult Services, 
talked about the effort to develop peer specialists, and 
looked at education needs and other aspects of the grant 
to work on locally and statewide over the next year. 
 There’s not much time to relax, as the next 
federal site visit will be coming up the second week in 
June. 
 

Child Welfare Continues to Make Progress 
in Jeanine B. Settlement Agreement 

 On March 30, 2012, a community meeting was 
held to report on continued Bureau of Milwaukee Child 
Welfare (BMCW) progress to meet the remaining 
enforceable provisions of the 1993 Civil Rights Lawsuit 
filed by Children’s Rights of New York and eventual 

ettlement Agreement. S
  

 
 
 The two remaining actions are:  1) at least 71% 
of children shall be reunified within 12 months of entry 
into out-of-home care; and 2) that 90% of children in 
BMCW custody shall have had three or fewer 
placements during their current episode in BMCW 
custody.  Related to reunification, BMCW nearly made 
the threshold with an annual performance of 68% in 
2011 and actually did reunify 71% of youth during the 
July to December 2011 period.  As to placement 
stability, BMCW made progress achieving 82% of youth 
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Bruce Kamradt, Director 

with three or fewer placements. 
 The Wraparound Milwaukee program is 
working with the BMCW toward the achievement of 
placement stability through the contract with BMCW to 
provide Mobile Urgent Treatment Team services for 
foster families and most recently with the educational 
liaison services now being provided by W
Milwaukee to the Bureau for foster families. 
 The number of children in out-of-home care 
continues to decline.  One of the more dramatic statistics 
has been the reduction of youth in out-of-ho
u
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The percentage of children in out-of-home c
months or more has also decreased significantly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 For more information on the report or other 
statistics, please call the Wraparoun
Administration Office at (414
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Wraparound Success Story… 
 

 Wraparound Milwaukee was recently given the 
wonderful opportunity of supporting a 7-year-old child 
in a home of truly unconditional care.  Julia* had 
experienced an abrupt separation from her family two 
years prior to her enrollment in Wraparound 
Milwaukee.  The team process to now help her within a 
new home involved a treatment foster parent, the foster 
mother’s family, peers, school staff, care coordinator, 
bureau worker, therapist, foster care worker and a 
psychiatrist. 
 During the two years prior to Julia’s 
enrollment in Wraparound Milwaukee, her behaviors 
were understandably aggressive and resulted in her 
having to be moved from one foster home to another.  
Due to the disruption of moving from each home, her 
behaviors were unresolved and began to have a 
negative effect on her education.  Concerns around 
stealing, honesty and hurting other students had 
arisen, resulting in Julia being referred to a half-day 
day treatment program. 
 Julia had a very difficult time trusting adults, 
but this time she was in the home of a foster mother 
who had cared for children for over 30 years.  The new 
foster mother was calm, nurturing and provided Julia 
with the safety and security she needed to finally trust a 
caregiver again.  In her new home, Julia thrived.  With 
the help of her foster mother, Julia’s social skills 
improved and she was able to form friendships with her 
foster mother’s grandchildren. 
 Within a couple of months, Julia was able to 
return to her school full-time, and had no more 
aggressive behaviors in the classroom.  She began to 
see a therapist who used play therapy to help her talk 
through her emotions related to her biological family.  
She made a lot of progress toward forming a strong 
bond with her foster mother.  Julia is now able to 
interact and play with other youth her age in safe and 
healthy ways.  She loves to participate in activities with 
her peers, and her foster mother makes sure she has 
plenty of opportunities to do this.  Julia is now eight, 
and has successfully graduated from Wraparound 
Milwaukee.  She and her foster mother are hoping to 
become even more of a family in the near future 
through adoption. 

(*Names changed for confidentiality.) 
Submitted by Alternatives in Psychological Consultation 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mobile Crisis… 
 

In May, the Mobile Urgent Treatment Team 
(MUTT) and Wraparound Milwaukee will take part in a 
conference on May 3 and 4, 2012, on youth behavioral 
health, at Serb Hall in Milwaukee.  The focus of this 
conference will be on helping youth find their voice, 
achieve their vision and bring about a better future for 
themselves.  Day One will feature Dr. Ross Greene of 
Harvard University, who will bring his ideas to 
Milwaukee around how to help youth flourish.  Also on 
Day One, youth will convene and begin to formulate 
ideas for group discussion of Day Two.  These ideas will 
center around what’s working best in the area of youth 
behavioral health and what else is needed.  Local adult 
leaders will help facilitate these groups. 

For more information and to sign up for the 
conference, go to the Wisconsin Family Ties website at 
info@wifamilyties.org or call Eleanor at (608) 267-
6888.  Youth are encouraged to participate and can 
attend at a lower rate of admission.  There are also a 
limited number of scholarship spots available to youth 
who sign up early.  Hope to see you there! 

Dr. Chris Morano, Mobile Crisis Services Director 
 
 

Announcements… 
 

Positive Recognition Awards 
The following have been recipients of “Positive 
Recognition” awards: 
Julius Agara – Sebastian Family Psychology Practice 
Nominated by Pauline Moye – Parent 
“… I was mad because my son could not understand 
what kind of problems we had.  Mr. Agara asked both of 
us to go to Love and Logic… helped a lot in choices 
what to say.” 
Tyler James – Running Rebels Community 
Organization 
Nominated by Pauline Moye - Parent 
 “Mr. James is an understanding person… Moses can sit 
and talk to him about the problems he faces in this world 
and being a teenager.” 
Tony Carter – My Home, Your Home 
Nominated by Anna VonRueden – My Home, Your 
Home 
“Mr. Carter has gone above and beyond to provide 
support for the young man in his home….  He shows 
genuine concern for the best interests of this youth and 
his family, while being very strength-based.” 
Shannon Smith – St. Charles Youth & Family 
Services 
Nominated by Anita Whigham - Parent 

mailto:info@wifamilyties.org
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May 3  Monthly Care Coordinator Mtg. “She goes out of her way to help me and my kids.” 
Nick Gehring – LaCausa, Inc. 1:00-3:00pm @ CHP Auditorium 

May 8  ARB Meetings Nominated by Diane Ellis - Parent 
“Nick is a good listener and mentor to my son… returns 
calls, addresses concerns of my family and follows 
through.  He has shown my family that he takes the role 
of Crisis Stabilizer seriously… I like him too!!” 

9:00-1:00pm WM – Room 253 
May 8  YC – Talent Show Rehearsal 
4:30-6:30pm St. Charles Youth & Family Svcs. 
May 9  Child Psych. Cons. – Alternatives 

Maria Castillo – REACH-St. Aemilian-Lakeside 12:00-1:00pm WM – Room 253 
Nominated by Michelle Bischoff - Parent May 10  Com. Safety/Resource Dev. Consults 
“…Maria always went above and beyond the call of 
duty.  I am very sad that my family will no longer be 
working with her.  Even my daughter Amber was 
disappointed to see her have to leave our family.” 

11:00-1:00pm WM – Room 253 
May 14  New Care Coor. Trg. – M1 
1:00-4:30pm WM – Room 416 
May 15  New Care Coor. Trg. – M2-1 

Jose Hernandez – LaCausa, Inc. 8:30-4:00pm WM – Room 416 
Nominated by Lashawnda Lee - Parent May 15  ARB Meetings 
“We are very pleased with the services we receive from 
Jose.  He is a great person….  He is on top of his job 
and my son and I are happy to be working with him.” 

9:00-1:00pm WM – Room 212 
May 15  YC – Talent Show Rehearsal 
4:30-6:30pm St. Charles Youth & Family Svcs. 

Mary Poch – Alternatives in Psychological 
Consultation 

May 16  Partnership Council Meeting 
11:30-2:00pm WM – Room 212 

Nominated by Debbie Wazniak - Parent May 17  New Care Coor. Trg. – M2-2 
“… has become a very important part of our treatment 
plan for our daughter…  speaks to us anytime we need 
her…  She puts our needs front and center when we are 
in the middle of a crisis.  She has a positive attitude at 
all times… a caring provider to help us with our 
troubled teen.” 

8:30-4:00pm WM – Room 416 
May 17  Mgmt./Supervisors Meeting 
9:00-11:00am @ St. Charles Youth & Family 
May 17  Com. Safety/Resource Dev. Consults 
11:00-1:00pm WM – Room 253 
May 18  Provider Training 

 8:00-12:00pm WM – Room 416  
May 19  FAMILY ORIENTATION  
11:00-12:30pm WM – Room 416  

 May 22  YC – Talent Show Dress Rehearsal  
4:30-6:30pm St. Charles Youth & Family Svcs.  

Upcoming Events… May 23  Child Psych. Cons. – R-AJA 
12:00-1:00pm WM – Room 253 

 May 23  YC – TALENT SHOW NIGHT  MAY  2012 6:00pm  St. Charles Youth & Family Svcs.  

May 24  Com. Safety/Resource Dev. Consults May 1  ARB Meetings 
11:00-1:00pm WM – Room 253 9:00-1:00pm WM – Room 253 
May 31  Com. Safety/Resource Dev. Consults May 1  YC – Talent Show Rehearsal 
11:00-1:00pm WM – Room 253 4:30-6:30pm St. Charles Youth & Family Svcs. 
 May 2  Centralized QA Meeting 

9:00-11:00am WM – Room 212  
May 3  Mgmt./Supervisors Meeting  
9:00-11:00am @ St. Charles Youth & Family Svcs.  
May 3  Com. Safety/Resource Dev. Consults  
11:00-1:00pm WM – Room 253  

Editor 
Debra Jansen, Consumer Relations Coordinator - (414) 257-6532. 

For more information on Wraparound Milwaukee, go to our 
Website at  www.county.milwaukee.gov and search using the  

keywords “Wraparound Milwaukee”. 

  
 
 
 
 
 

Greater Milwaukee Major Events
 

4/20‐4/21  Gallery Night & Day  Downtown Milwaukee  (414) 273‐1173 
5/13  Nat. Night Out Pancake Breakfast  Village of Wauwatosa  (414) 479‐8900 
TBA  Verge  Henry Maier Fest. Grounds  (800) 273‐3378

http://www.county.milwaukee.gov/
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