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October	  25,	  2016	  
	  
Milwaukee	  County	  Board	  of	  Supervisors	  
901	  N.	  9th	  Street,	  Room	  306	  
Milwaukee,	  WI	  53233	  
	  
Dear	  Supervisor,	  	  
Thank	  you	  for	  your	  past	  leadership	  and	  support	  for	  transit	  in	  Milwaukee	  County.	  We	  are	  writing	  to	  respectfully	  
request	  your	  continued	  support,	  which	  is	  important	  now	  to	  protect	  the	  future	  sustainability	  of	  Milwaukee	  County’s	  
transportation	  system.	  MetroGO!’s	  mission	  is	  to	  support	  the	  preservation	  and	  expansion	  of	  robust	  transit	  service	  to	  
fuel	  the	  economy	  and	  workforce	  growth	  and	  build	  vibrant	  connected	  communities.	  	  
	  
Transit	  provides	  crucial	  support	  for	  job	  growth	  and	  economic	  competitiveness,	  ensuring	  workers,	  shoppers	  and	  
students	  arrive	  at	  their	  destinations.	  Transit	  is	  the	  only	  connection	  to	  get	  to	  work	  and	  school	  for	  13%	  of	  the	  
households	  in	  Milwaukee	  County.	  In	  area	  workforce	  programs,	  50%	  of	  participants	  do	  not	  have	  a	  driver’s	  license.	  
Also,	  in	  the	  highest	  unemployment	  census	  tracts,	  1	  in	  3	  households	  do	  not	  have	  access	  to	  even	  one	  car.	  
	  
The	  Public	  Policy	  Forum	  recently	  found	  that	  transportation	  funding	  is	  the	  top	  infrastructure	  challenge	  in	  Milwaukee	  
County,	  by	  far.	  State	  and	  federal	  support	  has	  declined	  substantially	  and	  future	  	  funding	  is	  unknown.	  Cost	  reductions	  
and	  new	  revenue	  sources	  are	  needed	  now	  to	  preserve	  existing	  transit	  services	  and	  fares,	  and	  address	  growing	  
transportation	  needs.	  
	  
Action	  to	  support	  transit	  becomes	  more	  important	  when	  we	  look	  at	  how	  we	  compare	  to	  peer	  metro-‐regions,	  as	  
found	  in	  SEWRPC’s	  recent	  peer	  comparison	  study:	  

• Highest	  in	  transit	  service	  decline	  
• This	  region	  is	  one	  of	  the	  few	  without	  some	  form	  of	  rapid	  transit	  
• Slowest	  growing	  in	  employment,	  population	  and	  income	  

• 	  
Now	  is	  the	  critical	  time	  to	  preserve	  and	  strengthen	  our	  transportation	  system	  by:	  

• Modernizing	  transit	  with	  Bus	  Rapid	  Transit.	  The	  East	  West	  BRT	  Study	  found	  that	  BRT	  would	  provide	  fast,	  
reliable	  connections	  to	  over	  120,000	  jobs,	  boost	  ridership	  system-‐wide,	  and	  spur	  economic	  development	  
that	  supports	  the	  tax	  base	  and	  Milwaukee	  County’s	  economic	  competitiveness.	  	  

• Transitioning	  the	  Go	  Pass	  to	  reduce	  costs	  substantially,	  while	  supporting	  our	  vulnerable	  residents.	  	  
• Instituting	  a	  vehicle	  registration	  fee,	  a	  dedicated	  funding	  source	  that	  will	  provide	  stable	  and	  sustainable	  

revenue.	  
	  
Supporting	  the	  these	  budget	  initiatives	  will	  allow	  transit	  services	  to	  be	  preserved	  and	  expanded,	  replacement	  buses	  
purchased,	  and	  deferred	  maintenance	  on	  roads,	  highways,	  parkways,	  and	  bridges	  completed.	  
	  
Please	  support	  transit	  in	  the	  2017	  transportation	  budget	  to	  ensure	  the	  sustainability	  of	  our	  transit	  system.	  
	  
Sincerely,	  
	  

	  

Kerry	  Thomas,	  Executive	  Director	  
	  

cc:	  County	  Executive	  Chris	  Abele




