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Walker Announces SMART Plan For Bus Rapid Transit

MILWAUKEE – County Executive Scott Walker unveiled Milwaukee County’s Suburban and Milwaukee Advanced Rapid Transit (SMART) plan today at the Northwestern Mutual Franklin Campus.  The SMART plan provides an express bus system that will connect workers to jobs like those at Northwestern Mutual throughout Milwaukee County and provides the most practical use for the $91 million in federal funds allocated to improve Milwaukee County’s transit.

“I am confident that the SMART plan provides the best, most cost-effective, and most useful plan for utilizing the available federal funding for mass transit,” said Walker.  “This plan is designed specifically to address the needs of our transit-dependent population and will get people quickly and efficiently to jobs, school, and shopping destinations throughout the county.”

Some of the objectives of the plan are:

· Serve areas of high demand for transit

· Provide infrastructure to support new developments

· Focus on jobs and job-training opportunities

· Provide an express bus option in North-South and East-West corridors to strengthen regional connections

· Provide a premium service option to expand the ridership base

· Satisfy the Environmental Justice Lawsuit requirements

A powerpoint outlining the plan can be found at www.milwaukee.gov/walker
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