OVERVIEW
MILWAUKEE COUNTY
The Milwaukee Drug Treatment Court is a “problem-solving” court that diverts nonviolent felony offenders and habitual misdemeanants with substance abuse problems from incarceration in prison. 
It is a comprehensive treatment program which focuses on coordinating resources for substance abuse treatment and recovery. The underlying assumption is the offender’s criminal activity is connected to their habitual use or addiction to alcohol and/or drugs, and through a rehabilitative process an individual has the opportunity to end the cycle of substance abuse and drug-related crime to live a sober, crime free life. 
It is a voluntary program requiring a commitment from the offender to participate in an intensive program of treatment for 12 to 18 months.
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	Milwaukee County 
Drug Treatment Court

To make a referral or to obtain additional information contact: 

Carol Carlson
Drug Treatment Court Coordinator

(414) 223-1341
ccarlson@justicepoint.org 



Office of the Chief Judge

901 North 9th Street
Milwaukee, WI 53233


MILWAUKEE COUNTY DRUG TREATMENT COURT
PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY
This program is designed to serve high risk/high need individuals who have significant substance abuse problems. In order to be eligible to participate in Drug
Court, the defendant must meet the following criteria:
. Milwaukee County resident;
. Age 18 or older;
. AODA dependent;
. Be charged with a felony, or be chronic, habitual misdemeanant;
. Face a recommendation by the District Attorney’s Office of substantial incarceration;
. Meet the federal definition of "non-violent offender";
. Be amenable to the drug treatment court program.

In addition, persons will NOT be considered if they face or have a history of the following offenses:

Sex, dangerous weapons or firearms offenses;

Manufacture, delivery, possession with intent or conspiracy to commit these offenses involving 40 or more grams of cocaine, 2,500 grams of marijuana or 15 or more grams of heroin.

PROGRAM STRUCTURE
The offender participates in a highly structured program requiring intensive supervision and oversight from the Drug Court Treatment team, consisting of:
· Drug Treatment Court Judge
· Prosecutor
· Public Defender
· Recovery Case Managers
· Treatment Providers
· Drug Court Coordinator

The participant is required to comply with an individualized plan including: alcohol and drug treatment, job training, employment or education, community service and mental/ physical health treatment. Outstanding fines, restitution and child support must be paid during the program.  

Adherence to the plan is monitored by the team through weekly progress reports from the treatment providers and case managers, as well as the results of random drug testing, and the participant’s weekly court appearances. 

Prior to each court appearance, the team meets to discuss the participant’s progress toward their goals. The judge has the ability to reward the progress of the participant or impose immediate sanctions for noncompliance.  

All requirements have to be successfully completed within 12-18 months to avoid incarceration.  
PROGRAM GOALS
The goal of the Milwaukee County Drug Treatment Court is to enhance public safety and reduce crime through collaboration with community agencies. By utilizing substance abuse treatment and supportive services rather than incarceration, the program offers substance abusing offenders the opportunity to rehabilitate their lives by participating in a rigorous, multifaceted intervention program requiring frequent court contact and intensive supervision.  
 




PROGRAM VISION
The drug court strives to promote a healthy community by addressing a range of underlying needs of the offender to improve their ability to be a good citizen, live a crime-free life and improve their family and community relationships.  
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