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For Immediate Release:

                 ‘In Celebration of Trees’ at Boerner Botanical Gardens

Looking for a family adventure, a new tree for your yard or a pleasant day in the park?  All this, and more, is in store for you at “In Celebration of Trees” at Wehr Nature Center and Boerner Botanical Gardens on Sunday, April 25. 

Part Earth Day, part Arbor Day, 100% fun, In Celebration of Trees offers guided nature hikes, family activities, adult education presentations, demonstrations, displays and information booths.  

While supplies last, you can adopt a tree to plant at home (if you promise to take good care of it), plant a salad in a pot, discover your carbon footprint, climb a tree and ride the energy cycle at Wehr Nature Center.  Other activities include viewing sunspots with Wehr Astronomical Society, making a mini rainstick or sun catcher from recycled objects and creating a “tree cookie” necklace or key chain.

You can also make your own earth-friendly cleaning solutions and learn how to get around using a compass or a GPS.  Plus, you’ll find out the latest about Emerald Ash Borer, rain barrels, rain gardens and naturescaping. Trained staff and volunteers will lead guided nature hikes. You can purchase a snack or light lunch at Wehr Nature Center.

At Boerner Botanical Gardens, you can enjoy the 25-piece Greendale Middle School Jazz Band under the direction of Martin Shadd at 12:15.  At 12:30, join neighboring communities in the always-popular tree planting ceremony.

Horticulturists and naturalists will offer walks, talks and demonstrations on tree-related topics.  At 1 p.m. join MATC instructor Mike Wendt on a walking tour of shade trees to replace ash trees.  At 2:15 you can learn all about pruning trees from Mike Maddox, UW-Extension Rock County Horticulture Educator.  At 3:30 author Mariette Nowak will discuss how to attract birds to your yard by landscaping with native plants.  Throughout the day, you can discuss your plant questions with UW-Extension Horticulture Educators and Master Gardener Volunteers in the UW-Extension Horticulture Education Center.

See how professional arborists scale very tall trees, make a nature-related craft, play a role as part of a tree, learn about Champion Trees and the latest on Emerald Ash Borer.  You can also purchase plants, find a professional arborist and learn about tree-related services at the Information Fair.

Bartolotta’s brunch is served at Boerner from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m..  For reservations, please call 414-525-5635.

In Celebration of Trees combines the efforts and resources of Friends of Wehr Nature Center, Friends of Boerner Botanical Gardens, Milwaukee County Parks, and University of Wisconsin-Extension and Master Gardener Volunteers.  

In Celebration of Trees is from noon to 4:30 p.m.  For this day only, there is a special, reduced fee of $1 per person for combined admission to Wehr Nature Center and Boerner Botanical Gardens. Activities will take place rain or shine.

For more information, call 414-425-8550, 414-525-5601 or go to www.countyparks.com.
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