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                                           Aerial Spraying to Control Gypsy Moth for Milwaukee County    

(Milwaukee, WI) – Aerial spraying to control gypsy moth caterpillars has been proposed for locations in Milwaukee County Parks this spring in order to reduce gypsy moth populations and prevent the caterpillars from defoliating trees in the treatment areas.  The spraying will be coordinated through the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Gypsy Moth Suppression Program.

Aerial spraying will take place in the following Milwaukee County Park properties: Sherman Park, Smith Park, Lincoln Creek Parkway, McGovern Park and Riverside Park.

A small low-flying airplane will apply Foray, an insecticide made from the naturally occurring bacteria Bacillus thuringiensis kurstaki, beginning early in the morning.  The spraying will occur as early as this Wednesday, May 12, depending on weather conditions and caterpillar development.  

The gypsy moth is a serious forest and urban pest that was introduced into the United States from Europe in the 1860’s. In recent years populations in eastern and central Wisconsin have increased to the point that the caterpillars may kill trees by eating all of their leaves during May and June.  Aerial spraying will help reduce this damage and will minimize other adverse effects such as nuisance caterpillars and skin rashes resulting from direct exposure to the caterpillars.

For more information go to www.gypsymoth.wi.gov with additional questions regarding the program.
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