[image: image1.png]Milwaukee County Milwaukee County
PARKS Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture

Scott Walker, County Executive < Sue Black, Director






July 16, 2009

Press Release





             Contact:  Jeff Baudry











               (414) 257-4575

For Immediate Release:

                 New Parks Video at countyparks.com

            Milwaukee County Parks Once Step Closer to National Award

(Milwaukee)- As a top four finalist in this year’s National Gold Medal Award for Excellence, the Milwaukee County Parks Department moves on to the second and last round of the Gold Medals.  To determine the winner each of the four finalists submitted a 12-minute video featuring their department’s programs and services and one copy of their strategic plan.  The Milwaukee County Parks’ video can be viewed on the home page of its website at countyparks.com.

Gold Medal Award winners will receive a Grand Award plaque and recipients will be announced live, onstage at the 2009 NPPA Congress & Exposition, which takes place October 13-17, 2009 in Salt Lake City, Utah.  This year the Milwaukee County Parks have already won the ROSE Award (Recognition of Significant Efforts) given to Park’s Director, Sue Black, and the Kudos Marketing Award given from the National Recreation and Parks Association.
The National Gold Medal Award is the most prestigious and highly esteemed award a park and recreation agency can receive.  Applicants are separated into five “classes” based on population served from more than 250,000 people all the way down to 25,000 people or less. For more information go to countyparks.com or call the Milwaukee County Parks Department at (414) 257-PARK.
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