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For Immediate Release:

       New Navy Ship to be Commissioned at Veterans Park             
(Milwaukee) – The USS Freedom, a new Navy ship, designed and built for near-shore battles will come to life off Veterans Park on Saturday, November 8th at 10am in the first naval commissioning ceremony on the Great Lakes since World War II.  The Principal Speaker will be the Honorable Donald C. Winter, Secretary of the Navy.

The commissioning ceremony consists of a welcoming by U.S. Representative Gwen Moore, the acceptance of the ship by the Commanding Officer, the hoisting of the commissioning pennant, the setting of the first watch, and the charge of the Ship’s Sponsor to “Man our ship and bring her to life.”  At that the crew runs up the bow and mans the rail of the ship, radars start turning, lights and alarms go off and the ship literally comes alive. 

The USS Freedom is the first of the littoral combat ship class being built for the Navy to provide more agility and speed in near-shore defense and attack operations.  The 378-foot ship was built in Marinette by a consortium that included Manitowoc Marine Group and DRS Technologies of Milwaukee.

Birgit Smith, the widow of Army Sgt. 1st Class Paul Ray Smith, who earned a Congressional Medal of Honor in the Iraq War, will call the ship’s crew to their stations in the approximately one hour ceremony.  Afterwards there will be a reception in Veterans Park with an OctoberFest theme.  Go to www.ussfreedom.org for more information.
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