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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

 
  Grand Opening for Root River Trail Extension 




       Oak Leaf Trail Moves Off-Road

 (Milwaukee, WI) – The Milwaukee County Park System invites the public to the Grand Opening Ribbon-Cutting ceremony of the Root River Trail Extension at the trail head (parking lot) on West Drexel Avenue between 51st and 76 St in Franklin, WI, on Saturday, October 21st at 9:00am. The event is free.  Runners, bikers, walkers, birders, hikers, in-line skaters and families are encouraged to attend.

The new 2.1-mile addition to the Oak Leaf Trail connects the trail segment at Drexel Ave. where it winds along the Root River, crosses under Rawson Avenue and continues to Anderson Lake to the trailhead on 68th St, near Loomis Road.  After two years of planning and coordination, the old trail on a municipal street has been moved to the new off-road trail that follows the Root River, thus allowing it’s users a beautiful, safe environment to exercise and experience nature.

This trail extension was a major collaboration between the Milwaukee County Parks Department, JOLT Committee, (Joining the Oak Leaf Trail), the City of Franklin, Payne and Dolan, Vulcan Materials, County Executive Scott Walker, County Supervisor Mark Borkowski, and many others.

“The JOLT Committee really spearheaded this effort in getting community support and matching funds from area businesses, a great example of how the Park System will need to rely on outside sources to continue adding quality of life to all residents”  stated Sue Black, Director of the Milwaukee County Parks.

Funding for this project was made possible through a federal grant of approximately $800,000, along with the fundraising efforts of JOLT, who helped raise $100,000 as a partial match for the project. The City of Franklin provided the trail heads where users can park their cars.  For more information contact Jeff Baudry at (414) 257-4575.
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