Chairperson:  William Lynch

Commission Clerk/Park Staff:  Laura Baxter, 257-4580

Commission Analyst:  Julie Esch, 278-4430


Lakefront Development Advisory Commission

Tuesday, March 14, 2006

4:00 pm

Miller Room

O’Donnell Park, 910 E. Michigan Avenue
Attendance:

Sue Black

Supervisor Gerry Broderick

Ellen Brostrom

Lauri Gorton

William Lynch

Mike Maierle

Katie Pritchard

Eric Reinelt (non-voting alternate)

Rep. Jon Richards (ex officio)

Thomas Frenn

Robert Spindell

Ralph Voltner

1) New Member: Thomas Frenn

a. Appointed by the County Executive as the Milwaukee County representative from the business community

b. Business lawyer, specializing in small businesses

c. Sees the Milwaukee lakefront as one of our most important assets.

2) Lakeshore State Park: presentation by Clarke Johnson

a. Working closely with Pier Wisconsin to establish a relationship in usage as well as visual design

b. Approximately 20 transient docks will be available for 4-5 day stays on the north end of the island

c. Engineered wetlands will be established on the west side to help control drainage

d. Fishing pier

i. Designed with help from local fishing groups

ii. Expecting good fishing due to proximity to wetlands

e. Concrete slabs acting as landscaping and shore control will also provide lake access

f. Pebble Beach

i. Provides access for canoes, kayaks, and small sailboats

ii. Not intended for swimming

g. Plaza areas on north and south ends at access points

h. Lawn area

i. Sports fields

ii. Hoping to partner with local groups for festivals and other special events

i. Visitor Center

i. Electricity and running water

ii. Restrooms for park users

iii. Construction will start after October 2006 when the rest of the island should be completed

j. Access bridge

i. 8 feet off of the lake

ii. Helps create a quiet water harbor

iii. Vehicle safe in case of emergencies

k. Island is 4 – 12 feet above high water level

l. Three 60 inch culverts on the south end to help with circulation of the harbor

m. Trail

i. Multi-use

ii. Concrete: seems to be the best material to accommodate most park users

iii. Path will be lit

n. Working on a relationship with Summerfest

o. Parking is not available on park grounds but off-site at O’Donnell and possibly Summerfest grounds

3) Pier Wisconsin Discovery World: Christine Rodriguez

a. Merging of two groups to provide education, interaction, and a home for the Dennis Sullivan

b. Targeting the iPod generation

c. Blue Sky / Blue Water campaign: Innovation & creativity / environment

d. Round Building

i. Pilot House: meeting/gathering place

ii. Houses a replica of the “Challenge” schooner, visitors can both walk under and around as well as on the ship

iii.  Freshwater City & Sea of Sustainability exhibits to educate on water and environmental issues

iv. Great Lakes Future exhibit: showcases the ecosystems of the Great Lakes

v. Digital theater: audience can interact with experts from around the world live

vi. Visitors can follow the path of the Dennis Sullivan

e. Rectangular Building

i. Educates on technology, automation, economics, innovation, and production

ii. Double Helix staircase: programmable DNA sculpture to light and music

iii. Life Jet City: acts as a life-size business model with interactive educational exhibits

iv. Other exhibits: Techno Jungle, Alternative energy, Health Satellite

f. 200 car parking garage below building, additional parking at O’Donnell

g. Outdoor amphitheater for classes, lectures, & musical performances

h. Working on becoming LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) certified, currently lake-water cooled, green lawn roof, & reflective white exterior

i. Opening events start June 1st, building to the homecoming of the Dennis Sullivan on June 10th, exhibits will open at later intervals, grand opening in September

j. Possible cruise stop

k. Small café on site

l. Working with lakefront event schedule

m. Wind Leaves sculpture will be installed on south corner in front of building

4) Staffing

a. Laura Baxter leaving Milwaukee County Parks

b. Hoping for a volunteer to pick up the staffing duties

c. Peggy Kubricky, Senior Executive Assistant Milwaukee County Park will fulfill staff duties at this time

5) Website Status

a. Bill Lynch has been trying to make contact with County Board

b. Looking for a volunteer to take care of the follow up

c. Mike Maierle, with help from Supervisor Broderick, will coordinate with the County Board staff on the LDAC’s website space
6) Future Meeting Topics
a. UWM students assumes LDAC is in opposition to their parking at McKinley & Veterans: lease is not up for review until after next school year

b. Community Sailing Center is looking to expand: should be invited to present to LDAC as more plans are developed
c. Coast Guard Station will be breaking ground in a year

d. Courthouse Annex budget pushed Coast Guard station breakwater and Bradford Beach run-off repair back to 2007

e. Army Core of Engineers’ dredging disposal location will be full soon.  A design to increase the size of the current location is in the works.

7) Future Meeting Dates

a. May 9, 2006 (at South Shore Park Pavilion): 

i. Kevin Schaffer from MMSD regarding pollution, green surfaces, and watershed issues

ii. South Shore Park Friends group

b. July 11, 2006: developers that have an interest in public lakefront land development to gain insight into their concerns and procedures

c. September 19, 2006: Park Friends groups from lakefront parks regarding their needs and concerns

d. Mid-May: Parks Tour, to visit lakefront parks and hear from regional managers and parks groups on site.

